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The total forcibly displaced and stateless population to UNHCR in West 
and Central Africa (WCA) relates to the people UNHCR is mandated to 
protect and assist. It includes those who have been forcibly displaced; 
those who have returned home within recent years; those who are 
stateless or at risk of statelessness; and other groups to whom UNHCR 
has extended its protection or assisted on a humanitarian basis.

The total of 1.7 million refugees represents an 10% increase from May 
2022. Chad hosts the largest number of refugees in the region with 
39%. Cameroon is the second largest refugee-hosting country in the 
region with 27%.  Sudan, CAR, and Nigeria are the main countries of 
origin (together 77%) of the region's refugees with a contribution of 
30%, 28%, and 19% respectively. 

The number of internally displaced rose to an estimated 8.3 million. 
Nigeria hosts 43% of IDP population in the region. Burkina Faso is the 
second largest country in terms of IDPs (25%).

The Lake Chad Basin hosts 32% of forcibly displaced population in 
West and Central Africa. Central Sahel hosts the second largest 
number (31%) with the majority being Internally Displaced Persons in 
Burkina Faso (64%).
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These figures represent refugees from Central African Republic in neighboring countries (Cameroon, 
Chad, Congo, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, South Sudan) and IDP in Central African 
Republic

26,522
REFUGEES AND 

ASYLUM-SEEKERS

36,276
INTERNALLY 

DISPLACED PERSONS

These figures represent Cameroonian refugees in Chad and forcibly displaces people following the 
outbreak of violence in the Far North region of Cameroon in December 2021.

1,246,352
REFUGEES AND 

ASYLUM-SEEKERS

3,180,955
INTERNALLY 

DISPLACED PERSONS

These figures represent all refugees and IDPs in Central Sahel (Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger), Chad and 
Mauritania. Refugees from Central Sahel in neighboring coastal countries (Benin, Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana, 
Togo) are also included.
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