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Amidst a worsening protection crisis, heightened political
polarization, and the imminent threat of further economic hardship
and sanctions following the 10 of January presidential inauguration,
funding shortfalls have compelled UNHCR Venezuela to implement
& operational and personnel reductions. These cuts will diminish the
~ scope of its activities within the country, beginning with the closure
of the Field Unit in Santa Elena de Uairén, located in the southeastern
| state of Bolivar on the Brazilian border. Despite the challenging
economic and political climate, significant numbers of Venezuelans
have continued to spontaneously return to their country. Population
movements monitored by UNHCR along the Colombian border
during the first half of the year have consistently shown weekly
majorities of returns over departures. This trend is largely attributed
to the closure of the US border and the resumption of repatriation
and deportation flights from host countries. To address the evolving
situation, UNHCR has been strengthening its partnerships with other
UN agencies, NGOs, implementing partners, relevant institutions, and
the private sector to support humanitarian-development-peace
nexus efforts to strengthen community resilience and enable the
sustainable reintegration of returnees, the key components of
UNHCR's strategy to break the cycle of displacement in Venezuela.

Rehabilitation of the community sport court in Yoco, Cartpano, Sucre state. ©ACNUR
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