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Since August, AMISOM/SNAF contingents have been

closing in on Kismayo, reaching Bibi on the 5th of

September. People in the port-city reported that Al-

Shabaab fighters were leaving Kismayo. The next two

weeks saw frequent confrontations at Al-Shabaab

defense positions surrounding the city. Kenyan naval

forces reportedly shelled Al-Shabaab strongholds in

Kismayo on several occasions. On Monday 17th

September, Al-Shabaab reportedly broadcast a call to

arms to fight against the AMISOM / SNF forces on their

Kismayo-based radio station, Andalus FM. On the 20th of

September an Al-Shabaab commander reiterated that

Kismayo would be defended and fleeing civilians reported

Al-Shabaab militants coming back into the city, taking up

fortified positions. On the 26th of September Kenyan

fighter jets reportedly bombed the airport in Kismayo

targeting Al-Shabaab’s arms and supplies, while people in

the city also reported instances of shelling from the sea.
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Population Movement Tracking (PMT) data indicates that

over 12,000 individuals left Kismayo from the 1st to 26th

of September. Major movements started to take place

after AMISOM/SNAF began to advance on Kismayo in

mid-September. Al-Shabaab's radio announcement

resulted in a large increase in displacement from

Kismayo. Reports indicate that in additon to conflict-

related insecurity, many of those displaced are doing so

to avoid being used as human shields or to be forcefully

recruited by Al-Shabaab. The majority of people who fled

from Kismayo went to the neighboring districts of

Jamaame (2,600), Jilib (2,300), and Bu'aale (1000). In

addition, 1,800 people are reported to have moved to

Banadir. 2,200 people moved out of the port-city but

stayed within villages in Kismayo district. Their stated

intention of is to return to Kismayo once the situation

stabilises.

About 500 people moved to Afmadow, most of them

temporarily settling in Afmadow town. Similarly, 500

movements are reported to Badhaaddhe district, with the

majority heading for Kuda. 600 people moved to

Shabelle Hoose region. Around 300 people moved to

Baardheere district of Gedo region. Despite movement of

people out of Kismayo, Protection Monitoring partners

indicate that movement, in some instances, is restricted

by Al-Shabaab. There have been regular confirmed

reports of Al-Shabaab targeting adult males as well as

boys in a large-scale forced recruitment drive, in order to

boost its military capacity.
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Partners reported around 2,600 people moved to this 

district from Kismayo. The majority of those displaced went 

to Jamaame town (1,500) and Kamsuuma town (1,000). 

Two displaced groups from Kismayo were attaked by 

unknown militia outside Jamaame town as they were en 

route to villages further north. Despite growing  tension and 

threat to Al-Shabaab's control of  towns in Lower and Middle 

Juba, Al-Shabaab, in a bid to demonstrate its authourity, 

continues to harass and arrest people for allegedly failing to 

comply with administrative rules. Residents of Jamaame 

have been arrested for discussing  sports and selling Khat.   
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Major movements took place to Jilib district  (2,300) where 

almost all of these people  moved to Jilib town.
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Banadir also recevied  around 1800 people 

from Kismayo during different periods. 

Majority of them moved to Hodan (400), Hawl 

Wadag (400), Xamar Weyne (200), while the 

remaining IDPs went to other districts of 

Banadir.

Over 600 persons have been displaced to 

Lower Shabelle, many to the Afgooye corridor. 
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Over 12,000 people displaced from Kismayo district at various periods 

as KDF target Al-Shabaab strongholds in Kismayo city. Large 

movements also took place within Kismayo (2,200) and the majority 

of people moved (over 900) to Buulo Xaaji, while the others sought 

refuge in outlying villages. Air and naval bombardments  of civilian 

areas by KDF has resulted in displacement and civilian casualties. On 

the 24th of September, the KDF confirmed that six civilians had been 

killed by a Kenyan soldier.  Protection monitoring partners have  

reported KDF attacking civilians  on the suspicion of being Al-Shabaab. 

Al-Shabaab continues to forcefully recruit men and boys. On 2nd of 

September, Al-Shabaab  militia reportedly arrested 10 civilian men 

and gave them guns to fight for Al-Shabaab.  On 4th September, Al-

Shabaab reportedly abducted two boys from an IDP settlement and 

took them to the  frontline.  

Al-Shabaab are reportedly restricting movement of IDPs who are  

fleeing Kismayo.  On 17th September, a minibus heading  to Jilib from 

Kismayo was forced to return its passengers back to Kismayo. 

Sporadic attacks on households observing the formation of the new 

Somali government were also reported. 
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refuge in Kenya.
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