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UNHCR Burkina Faso - Camp Profile – 9 September, 2013 

Demographics and Statistics 

Camp Committees 
President Mentao North: 
Mahmoud Ag Mohamed 
President Mentao East: 
Mouftah Ag Mohamed 
President Mentao Center: 
Aly Kassoum 
President Mentao South: 
Mohamed El Mouloud 
President Mentao South-South: 
Inzoma Ag Akadassa 

CCM 
Camp Coordinator: UNHCR 
Camp Administrator: CONAREF 
Camp Management: IEDA-Relief 

NGO Partners in Mentao 
NGO Sector / Activity 

IEDA-Relief Camp management, food 
& NFI distribution, 
Community Services and 
income generating activity. 

NRC Shelter 
Oxfam WASH 
CONAREF Camp Administration 
MDM-France Health-care 
OCADES Distribution of firewood. 
World Food 
Programme 

Food Assistance 

Vétérinaires Sans 
Frontières 

Animal health and animal 
husbandry 

Plan International Education (Primary) and 
Child Protection 

Save the Children Education and Child 
Protection 
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Population 
16,546Refugees | 4,841 

Households 
M 
 
2.1% 
 
20.3% 
 
6.6% 
 
 

13.8% 
 
8% 

F 
 
1.8% 
 
21.2% 
 
5.8% 
 
12.7% 
 
7.6% 

75%$

19%$

5%$ 1%$

Ethnic Groups  

Touareg 

Arab 

Peuhl/Fulani 

Songhaï 

Other 

54% 

18% 

13% 
5% 

2% 
8% 

Economic Profile 

Jobless 

Domestic 
Type Work 

Sheperd/
Cattle 

10% 
14% 

23% 
23% 

5% 
6% 

19% 

City of Origin in Mali 

Tombouctou 

Bamako 

Boni 

Water 
Litre/Per(s)/Day 

21,57 
>/= 20 

N# Person(s)/Water 
Tap 

164 
</= 100 

% Girls in Primary 
School 

21% 
= 100% 

 N# Person(s) 
/Shower 

32 
</= 20 

N# 
Person(s)/Latrine 

25 
</= 20 

% Boys in Primary 
School 

36% 
= 100% 

% Girls in 
Secondary School 

2% 
= 100% 

% Boys in 
Secondary School 

10% 
= 100% 

N# Hygiene 
Promoter/Person 

1 
>/= 2 

N# Students per 
Teacher 

51 
</= 40 

N# of health clinics 
in the camp 

4 
1 for 20,000 persons 

% Global 
Malnutrition  

4,9% 
< 15% 

N# Persons with 
Mosquito Nets 

52,5% 
> 80% 

% Assisted Births 
 

51% 
>/= 90% 

% Registered 
Refugees 

100% 
= 100% 

N# of child-friendly 
spaces 

5 
 

N# Newborns with 
Birth Certificates 

31 
 

% referred SGBV 
cases 

100% 
= 100% 

Distance of Camp 
from Border 

60 km 
>/= 50 km 
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Overview 
 

• Introduction: Mentao refugee camp received the first refugee families at the beginning of February 2012. It is the largest 
UNHCR official camp and hosts 4,838 families of 16,543 individuals. Some of the refugees have settled in spontaneous sites 
around Djibo area. In addition, Mentao has approx. 3,000 animals comprising goats, sheep, cattle and donkeys.  

• Geography and Implications: Mentao is located 5 km south of Djibo (of 30,000 residents), main town of Soum Province in the 
Sahel region. Djibo lies some 200 km north-west of Ouagadougou, the main capital. An average of 50 Malian refugees continues 
to arrive in Djibo through Baraboule, Lassa and Diguel border points. 

• Hosting Capacity: The camp has the capacity to host up to 30,000 individuals. The Government has planned to relocate 
refugees to Tonga, 40 km east of Djibo, should Mentao camp reach its 30,000 assessed capacity.  

• Camp Management and Coordination: Mentao camp is coordinated by UNHCR, administered by the CONAREF and 
managed by IEDA-Relief, an implementing partner of UNHCR. IEDA Relief is also responsible for Community Services 
activities and ensures that the full participation of the refugees in camp life through camp committees.  

• Camp “Zones”: the camp itself is sub-divided into five sectors, Mentao North, Mentao Center, Mentao South, Mentao South-
South and Mentao East. Each of these sectors has a predominant ethnic group as preferred by the refugees. Additionally, each 
Mentao has its own committee and president. 

• Health: in order to ensure that both the host population and the refugees have access to free and quality health care, UNHCR 
health partner Médecins du Monde-France has constructed three health centres (two in semi-durable material and a tent health 
center). The French Red Cross evacuates more serious medical conditions to Djibo or Ouagadougou hospitals. 

• Education: NGO partner Plan Burkina ensures access to primary education for children in Mentao with the construction of two 
primary schools with 15 classrooms (one located in between Mentao North and Center (Mentao A) and the second located in 
between Mentao Center and South (Mentao B). There are currently 6 classrooms being constructed in Mentao South-South by 
Plan Burkina. The low enrolment rate reflects the challenge faced by UNICEF, UNHCR, Plan Burkina and other education 
partners in Burkina Faso. In terms of secondary school, Save the Children provides secondary school education for 22 refugee 
girls in the form of “levelling courses” for those students who missed out in schooling because of conflict. In terms of pre-school, 
Plan Burkina has constructed five bisongo (pre-schools) in Mentao for children of 3 to 6 years of age. 

• Child Protection: There are currently five child-friendly spaces for each Mentao Zone where Plan Burkina provides educational 
activities for children of all ages. 

• Psychosocial: Psychosocial support is provided in Mentao Camp by two partners: Plan Burkina and the French Red Cross. 
• Water and Sanitation: NGO Oxfam is implementing community-based water and sanitation activities with an Executive Water 

Committee (composed of 2 members) and an Executive Hygiene and Sanitation Committee (composed of 3 persons). Each 
zone of Mentao is composed of a sub-Committee composed of 4 persons, who are responsible for maintaining the cleanliness of 
the water points and latrines. The sub-committees also ensure that refugees participate in awareness raising activities and 
WASH workshops. 

• Veterinarian Services: the partner Veterinarians Without Borders have vaccinated 40,217 animals belonging to the refugees 
and host communities in Soum Province. 

• Environment: UNHCR has a partnership with NGO OCADES, which is responsible for distributing firewood to refugees so that 
refugee women and girls will not be exposed to potential sexual based violence as well as reducing illegal cutting of firewood. 

• Civilian and Humanitarian Character of Camps: Security of Mentao camp is ensured by the presence of 15 security agents 
that have been trained by UNHCR in International Refugee Law and International Human Rights Law. 

Relocation 
Many of the refugees residing in Mentao 
were re-located from camps located too 
close to the border such as Damba and 
Gandafabou. UNHCR logistics partner 
AIRD ensured the transportation. 

Livelihoods 
There are over 3,000 animals in Mentao, 
these comprises of cattles, sheeps, goats, 
camels and asins. Their health is assured 
by Veterinarians without Border. 

Health 
Health partner Medecins du Monde-
France has a small ambulance to carry 
patients towards one of the three health 
centers installed in the camp. 
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Refugees and IDPs are among the most vulnerable people on earth.  Please get involved - visit www.unhcr.org 
 


