Syria crisis field diary (20 July 2012) (190 wds)
On the front lines of the Syrian refugee crisis
[bookmark: _GoBack]Steina Bjorgvinsdottir
Child Protection Officer, UNICEF Jordan
I have a son aged one-and-a-half – so I find it particularly hard to witness the situation of the Syrian children who cross into Jordan. Knowing that I have a child who has everything and regularly seeing children who are displaced and have very little is difficult. It really touches me. But at the same time it helps drive me to work harder and make a positive difference in children’s lives.
I visit the refugee transit sites in northern Jordan, look at conditions, talk to children and families, coordinate with the UN agency responsible for refugees (UNHCR), and liaise with partners. 
One of the issues is children who cross into Jordan without their parents or relatives. They are more vulnerable to exploitation and abuse, and don’t necessarily know where to go and who to ask to meet their basic needs. 
Just recently, I talked to several unaccompanied children who are living in one of the transit facilities. Here, a 16-year-old boy told me that his uncle was at another refugee site in the area. I liaised with UNHCR colleagues and together we were able to reunite the child with his uncle. 



