
Arrivals and Departures

A group of 101 Syrian refugees from Lebanon arrived Tuesday 
morning in Rome, under the “Comunità di Sant’Egidio” 
Humanitarian Corridor Project. This is the third group of 
Syrian refugees who have reached Italy, following the arrival 
of 93 people in February. The initiative is privately funded and 
supported by the Italian Ministry of Interior and the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. It envisages the arrival, over two years, 
of 1,000 refugees and other people in need from Lebanon, 
Morocco and Ethiopia. This is the first private sponsorship 
program in Europe of its kind. 

Condition of People

Between 25-29 April, media sources reported that 312 
individuals were apprehended or intercepted at Turkey’s land 
and sea borders. 

Speaking to Kathimerini on the asylum program in Greece, 
EASO spokesperson Jean-Pierre Schembri stated that there 
are many challenges ahead. The European Commission aims 
at having approximately 200 asylum applications examined 
every day by mid-May. At the same time, EASO has asked 
EU Member States to send 472 asylum experts and 400 
interpreters to Greece; up to now, 200 from both fields have 
already been sent. The media also reported that Alternate 
Defence Minister, Dimitris Vitsas, stressed the need for all EU 
Member States to support Greece in addressing the asylum 

backlog. In an interview on 28 April he shared concerns 
that the Asylum Service is only currently examining 50-60 
applications per day and authorities continue to wait for more 
legal experts from the EU. 

Critical Developments

The European Commission reported today, 4 May, that it will 
propose to the European Parliament and Council to lift the visa 
requirements for Turkish citizens, under the understanding 
that the Turkish authorities will fulfil as they committed 
to do so on 18 March, the outstanding benchmarks of its 
Visa Liberalisation Roadmap. The proposal is presented 
together with a Report on progress by Turkey in fulfilling the 
requirements of the Roadmap. The visa liberalization is a key 
component of the EU-Turkey agreement. The Commission 
also presented a proposal to reform the Dublin Regulation.

Lastly, the European Commission proposed a recommendation 
for the European Council’s consideration and decision 
regarding  prolonging proportionate controls at certain internal 
Schengen borders, namely in Germany, Austria, Sweden, 
Denmark and Norway for a maximum period of six months. 
Today's draft recommendation proposes to extend existing 
national measures, in line with the Schengen Borders Code. 
The Commission noted that despite significant progress, 
there are still border management deficiencies that remain 
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23 April
Donald Tusk to visit Gaziantep, 
Turkey with Angela Merkel and 
Frans Timmermans

12-13 May
Foreign Affairs Council, Brussels

Today 4 May 2016

23 May
Foreign Affairs Council, Brussels

26-27 May
G7 Summit, Ise-Shima, Japan

28 April
Germany and Turkey: 
Relationship at a Crossroads 
(debate), SETA Ankara, Turkey

10 May
The Economic Impact of Syrian 
Refugees in Lebanon, The 
Graduate Institute, Geneva
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Arrivals Present*

01 Turkey  

02 Greek Islands 53 8,212

Greece Mainland 34 45,519           

03 fYRoM** 0 818 

04 Serbia 50 900

05 Croatia 0 92

06 Hungary 81

07 Slovenia 0 42

08 Austria 173

Estimated Arrivals and People Present* per Country
Yesterday 
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* Number of people present in Greece and estimated number of people currently present in countries along the previous route not applying for asylum
** The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia  (please note that the fYRoM abbreviation is used for design purposes)
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Average Daily Arrivals and Arrival Trends Greece

Average Daily Arrivals
2-3 May (new week)

-22% from previous week

88
Average Daily Arrivals

As of 3 May
-49% from previous month

59

to be addressed by Greek authorities. On 2 May, European 
Commission spokesperson Mina Andreeva said that Greece 
continues to face “some insufficiencies" at its external borders 
to be able to progressively remove border control measures 
until November. The European Commission will present on 
May 12 a report on border management measures that certain 
countries have imposed at EU internal borders for at least six 
more months. 

Response
	
In Greece, at Eidomeni, UNHCR is supporting authorities to 
decongest the informal site near the border crossing between 

Greece and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia where 
approximately 10,000 people remain present. Authorities 
announced that decongestion plans to transfer some 3,500 
individuals to a selected number of facilities will take place in 
the coming days. Police at Eidomeni continued to distribute 
leaflets to refugees and migrants informing them that the 
border will remain closed, and that essential services and 
food is available at the facilities they will be transferred to. 
Authorities emphasised that asylum procedures can also be 
accessed at said sites.
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Greek Islands and Turkey: Estimated Arrivals and Transfers 

Arrivals to Greek Islands
24 April - 3 May

Population Overview
Arrived, present and transferred to Greece Mainland and returned to Turkey since 20 March

Chios
arrivals

Samos
arrivals

Arrivals Departures 
to Greece 
Mainland

Departures 
to Turkey

(Boat)

01 Turkey

02 Greece 53 34

Breakdown

A Lesvos 53 32

B Chios

C Samos

D Leros

E Kos 2

Other

D

E

Kos
arrivals

Returns to Turkey (EU-Turkey Agreement)

Total 387

Total 45,890

Total 6,623

Total 7,969

Total 7,699

*People able to depart are those only who arrived before 20 March

Total in Greece: 53,859
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Arrivals to Greece Islands post 20 March

Present on Greek Islands

Departures to Mainland post 20 March*

Present in Greece Mainland

Pre 20 March Arrivals

Pre 20 March Present on Mainland

Reporting period 20 March - 27 April

Lesvos 
arrivals
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30 March
High-level meeting on global 
responsibility sharing through 
pathways for admission of Syrian 
refugees, Geneva 

Timeline Overview

4 April
‘Target date’ for the start of 
the returns of people with 
inadmissible claims from Greece 
to Turkey

32 Syrian refugees land by plane 
in Hanover. EU-Turkey deal 
begins as Syrian refugees arrive 
in Germany and Finland 

11 Syrians were resettled in 
Finland

EU-Turkey deal: Statement by 
Commissioner Avramopoulos 
following his visit to Ankara

12 April
Informal meeting of Ministers and 
State Secretaries for European 
Affairs, Amsterdam

5 April
31 Syrians were resettled in 
Netherlands

18-19 April
Foreign Affairs Council, 
Luxembourg

20-21 April
Secretary General of NATO, Jens 
Stoltenberg to visit Greece and 
Turkey

23 April
Donald Tusk to visit Gaziantep, 
Turkey with Angela Merkel and 
Frans Timmermans

12-13 May
Foreign Affairs Council, Brussels

10 May
The Economic Impact of Syrian 
Refugees in Lebanon, The 
Graduate Institute, Geneva

28 April
Germany and Turkey: 
Relationship at a Crossroads 
(debate), SETA Ankara, Turkey

23 May
Foreign Affairs Council, Brussels

26-27 May
G7 Summit, Ise-Shima, Japan

15 April
17 Syrian refugees arrive at 
Hannover airport from Turkey

20 April
Securing the external borders of 
the EU – a challenge for external 
and internal security

Social Media

As a maternity hospital became the latest target of the 
continued onslaught on the Syrian city of Aleppo, the social 
media campaign for #NotATarget saw an increase in activity 
on Twitter. Since the establishment of the hashtag on 27 April, 
the first noticeable spike in Twitter activity was observed 
two days later with 2000 tweets, 8,400 retweets and 17,200 
impressions. For three days after this observation, there was a 
noticeable trough in the statistics, with figures falling to below 
100 on 1 May. Nevertheless, activity soon began to advance 
towards figures exhibited on 29 April; yesterday, the hashtag 
managed to accrue 1,700 individual tweets, 7,700 retweets 
and 33,500 impressions.

The return to higher numbers in Twitter activity was 
undoubtedly influenced by the fact that mainstream media 
has continued to cover the situation, whilst MSF President Dr 
Joanne Liu addressed the UN Security Council yesterday in 
New York. She stated that for the sake of civilians, the UNSC 
needs to “translate [resolutions] into action” and urged them 
to “re-commit to the norms that govern the conduct of war”. 

Current Statistics for #NotATarget

•	 71 tweets, 291 retweets per hour
•	 Over 165,000 impressions per hour
•	 Related hashtags: #stopbombinghospitals, #unsc, and 

#unsgcandidates

Most popular account:  @MSF_southafrica

28 April – 03 May - Summary of actual activity for 
#Aleppoisburning

•	 Highest no. of tweets: 27,400 (30 April)
•	 Highest no. of retweets: 73,800 (30 April)
•	 Highest no. of impressions: 1,692,500 (29 April)

21 April
Justice and Home Affairs Council, 
Luxembourg Interior ministers 
sign off on EU coast guard
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Annex 1
Key Figures from the Portal

Piraeus
2,169

Elliniko I
1,035
1,400

Elliniko III
905

1,300

Elliniko II
1,151
1,300

Eidomeni
10,172

EKO Gas station
1,137

Nea Kavala
3,959
2,500

Diavata
2,334
2,500

Eleonas
1,621
1,500

Cherso
3,987
2,500

Europe Refugee Emergency
Daily map indicating capacity and occupancy (Governmental figures) 
As of 4 May 2016 08:00 a.m. EET
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Schisto
1,850
2,000

Chalkero
280
350

Thermopiles
290
400

Lesvos
4,145
3,500

Chios
2,267
1,100

Samos
1,047

850

Leros
494

1,000

Kos
152

1,000 Rhodes
99

Drama
518
500

Presence and capacity are based on Governmental figures from the Coordination Centre for the Management of the Refugee Crisis, 
as of 04/05/2016 08:00 a.m. Eastern European Time. Online map with additional information: http://www.unhcr.gr/sites

Thessaloniki port
382
400

Doliana
226
400

Konitsa
167
150

Filipiada
574
700

Ritsona
717

1,000 Malakasa
1,290
1,500

Lavrio
391
400

Agios Andreas
188
120

Larisa  (Koutsochero)
795

1,500

Katsika
993

1,500

Pieria (Camping Nireas)
393
400

Giannitsa
801
900

Pieria (Stadium)
319
400

Veria
400
400

Pieria (Ktima Iraklis)
198
200

Lavrio (Accom. Facility)
501
250

Reception and Identification Centers
(Closed facilities)

Alexandreia
816

1,200

Andravidas
338
300

Megisti
0
0

Informal sites and settlements

Moria

Vial

Lepida

Transit sites

Skaramagas dock
2,880
2,880

Pieria (Petra Olympou)
957

1,100

UNHCR Sub Office

UNHCR Field Unit
Kalymnos

8
0

Vathy

UNHCR Country Office

Temporary sites

Site
People on site
Capacity

Oinofyta
42

300

Total Mainland
45,519 people on sites

34,150 capacity

Total Islands 
8,212 people 

7,450 capacity

Volos
79

200

Tsepelovo
143
200

Lagadikia
286

Oreokastro
235

1,500
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