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Pre-Registration
“ou must have entered Greece between 1 January 2015 and befors 20
March 2016.

Asylum Service

PRE-REGISTRATION - Questions and Answers
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GETTING ASYLUM IN GREECE

If you are afraid to return to your country of origin, because you are fleeing war,
persecution, torture, or inhumane and degrading treatment and you do not qualify
for family reunification or relocation, you can ask for asylum in Greece. If you apply
for asylum, the Greek Asylum Service will make a decision based on European and
Greek laws.

If you are asking for asylum in Greece, the next steps after pre-registration are:

1. You have to wait for the SMS from the Asylum Service that tells you when
and where your next appointment is.

2. You have to complete your registration at another appointment in the
Asylum Service Office.

3. You have to go to an interview in the Asylum Service Office, where you

can tell the authorities why you are asking for asylum in Greece.
If the Greek State decides that you get asylum in Greece this means:

. You will get a residence permit that is valid for three years. After a few
years of living in Greece, you can apply for a long-term residency permit
or Greek citizenship if you fulfil all conditions.

. You have the right to look for work in Greece. You will also have to pay
taxes.

. You can go to school, university and job training programmes if you meet
the requirements of those institutions.

. You can get access to health care in the same way that Greek citizens do.

. You can apply for a travel document that allows you to visit other
countries as a tourist. You cannot move to another European country
permanently for at least five years. If you move to another European
country before that time, you may be returned back to Greece.

Pre-registration is the first step to apply for asylum in Greece!
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WHAT IS PRE-REGISTRATION? EN

Between the end of May and the end of July 2016, teams from the Asylum Service
will visit sites where refugees and migrants live on the Greek mainland. This
process is called “pre-registration”.

The purpose of pre-registration is to give you an opportunity to ask for asylum, if
you are afraid to return to your home country because you fear for your life or
safety. Depending on your individual case, it is also possible that you can ask to be
transferred to another European country or join a family member in another
European country. The options that are available to you depend on your individual
case and the laws of Greece and the European Union.

There is no limit to the number of people who can pre-register.

On the same day that you pre-register you will get an asylum seeker’s card that
allows you to stay in Greece until the Greek state has made a final decision on
your request for asylum.

If you already have an asylum-seeker’s card, you do not need to pre-register.
Pre-registration is only the first step if you want to apply for asylum in Greece, ask

for family reunification or for relocation to another European country. The next
steps are another appointment at the Asylum Service office, followed by a longer
and more detailed interview.

After people in all sites have been pre-registered, the Asylum Service will send you
a text-message (SMS) with the date and location for your next appointment at the
Asylum Service. This SMS will probably be sent at the end of July. The SMS will be
sent to the mobile phone number you gave the pre-registration clerk. It is possible,
that your appointment will take place some months after you pre-registered. This
is because there are many thousands of refugees asking for asylum in Greece at
the moment. The date of your next appointment at the Asylum Service Office
depends on three things: 1) the date when you arrived in Greece, 2) the language
you speak and 3) if you have been asking for asylum in Greece, family reunification
or relocation.

Itis very important that you go to that appointment to complete your registration!
If you miss the appointment, you will need to restart the whole process by booking
a new appointment through Skype.

WHO WILL BE ABLE TO PRE-REGISTER?

You have to meet ALL of the following three conditions to be pre-registered:
1. You must have entered Greece after 1 January 2015 and before 20
March 2016
2. You must have a police note — even if that police note has expired. If
you have lost your police note, your pre-registration may be delayed.
3. You must live on the Greek mainland (not the islands)

If you meet all these criteria, you can be pre-registered.

There is no limit to the number of people who can pre-register.
Pre-registration is possible for all nationalities.

Pre-registration is free — it does not cost any money.

People who meet all conditions will be pre-registered in three groups:
Group 1: People living in the official sites will be able to pre-register first.
Group 2: After everyone living in the official sites has been pre-registered,

people living in the informal sites and have been taken in the meantime to an
official site will be taken to and from a pre-registration centre by bus, where the
pre-registration takes place. Those still living in the informal sites will only be
pre-registered if they are willing to move to an official site.

Group 3: People who live in hotels, apartments or other buildings in cities or
villages outside the sites will be able to pre-register after the first two groups. In
mid-July pre-registration centres will be opened for them for a limited period of
time in Athens and Thessaloniki.

Everybody will have the opportunity to pre-register. There is no limit to the
number of people who can pre-register!

You do not have to pre-register if you don’t want to.

It is very important that all family members pre-register together.
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WHERE CAN YOU PRE-REGISTER?

The Asylum Service will open temporary pre-registration centres in some of the
formal sites.

If you live in the site where the pre-registration centre is, you will be pre-registered
there.

If you live in a different formal site, you will be taken to the pre-registration centres
by bus. The bus is free. Afterwards, you will be taken back to the site where you live.

You will be able to leave the site where the pre-registration happens. You will not
be detained.

If you live in a village or city outside the sites — for example in an apartment or hotel
— you will be able to pre-register for a limited period of time in Athens and
Thessaloniki as of mid-July. The exact locations will be announced soon. In the
meantime you can continue to pre-register through Skype.

It is very important that you do not move from one site to another until pre-
registration has been completed, unless the Government tells you to move. If you
start moving to other sites on your own, the Asylum Service might need to stop
the pre-registration.

Be patient and follow the instructions of the teams. If there is violence and
aggressive behaviour the Asylum Service might need to stop the pre-registration.

WHY YOU SHOULD PRE-REGISTER

You and your family members need to pre-register if you want to:

1) Ask for asylum and stay in Greece
Any foreigner can ask for asylum in Greece.

2) Ask to live in another European country while your asylum application is
examined in this country (relocation)

You need to be a national of the following countries to apply for relocation: Syria,
Irag, Central African Republic, Eritrea, Burundi, Costa Rica, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, Bahrain, Maldives and British Overseas Countries and Territories. This
list will be updated in early July.

3) Ask to be re-united with a close family member in another European country
while your asylum application is examined in this country (family reunification)
If you are older than 18 years old, you can ask for family reunification if your
husband, wife or child (who must be under 18 years old) is already living legally in
another European country.

If you are younger than 18 years you can ask for family reunification if any of these
family members are living in another European country: mother/father,
sister/brother, uncle/aunt, or grandmother/ grandfather.

Pre-registration is nhecessary for any of these options!

Pre-registering gives you these rights:

. You can legally live in Greece until the Asylum Service has made a final
decision on your asylum case. This means you cannot be returned to
another country against your will, while you wait for the decision.

. Children can go to school. Public schools are free in Greece.

. You can move freely within Greece after pre-registration, but you are
not allowed to go to other European countries.

. The Government will offer you a place to live in a site on the mainland.
You will not have to pay any rent there. You cannot choose which site
the Government offers you. You do not have to live there, if you do not
want to.

. You can get access to health care, but you will have to pay a minimal
fee for services and medicine.

o You do NOT have the right to work in Greece. You will only get the right
to work after you have completed your registration during another
appointment with the Asylum Service. This will take place at a later
date.
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Living with a close relative in another European country while
your asylum claim is examined there (family reunification)

Do you have family members who are already living legally in another European
country? In that case it is very important that you tell the Asylum Service about
them and if you would like to join them.

If you fulfil one of the following conditions, it may be possible that you can live
with your family members in another European country:

e If you are a child (under 18 years old) and you are travelling without your
parents or a legal guardian, you can ask to be brought to your mother/father,
sister/brother, aunt/uncle, or grandmother/grandfather.

e If you are an adult (over 18 years old), you can ask to live with your spouse
or your child who is not yet an adult if they are living legally in a European
country.

e You will have to show documents that can help to verify what you are
saying.

In some very rare cases a European country can approve family reunification even
if you do not fulfil the conditions above. This may be the case for people who have
very serious health problems or who have other special needs. This is decided on
a case-by-case basis.

If your request for family reunification is denied, the Greek state will decide if you
can get asylum in Greece.

Pre-registration is the first step for family reunification!

Living in another European country while your asylum claim is
examined there (relocation)

Relocation is a legal and safe way for you to move from Greece to another
European country as an asylum seeker.

You can ask for relocation if you meet all four conditions:

1. You have asked for asylum in Greece.
2. You were registered and fingerprinted in Greece.

3. You are a national of Syria, Iraq, Central African Republic, Eritrea, Burundi, Costa
Rica, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Bahrain, Maldives and British Overseas
Countries and Territories. You can also apply if you are a stateless person (person
without a nationality) who lived in these countries. This list of nationalities will be
updated in July. At this time it is not clear, if some nationalities will be added or
removed from this list.

4. You entered Greece after 16 September 2015.

Even if you meet all four conditions, there is no guarantee that you will be
transferred to another country.

You cannot choose the country where you will be relocated to.

However, you should tell the asylum authorities if you have language skills, family
links or other reasons why it would be better for you to live in a specific country.

Pre-registration is the first step for

Relocation!
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