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SERBIA UPDATE

¢ World Refugee Day paid respect to all forcefully displaced persons in Serbia. Refugees shared their stories at
a “Live books” event of the Ana and Vlade Divac Foundation. Refugee and local school children, UNHCR,
SCRM and local authorities planted tress at a primary and a secondary school in Presevo, while UNHCR
partner Indigo planted roses in the Reception Centre. UNHCR partner Psycho-Social Innovation Network drew
attention to the local integration potential of refugees at a Humanitarian Artwork Auction. On 20 June, a young
asylum-seeker who recently completed training as a cook, the Serbian Commissioner for Refugee and
Migration Vladimir Cucic and the UNHCR Representative addressed a small reception for refugees and
partners in Belgrade.

e On 19 June, UNHCR issued its annual Global Trends report, indicating that conflict and persecution across
the world had driven forced displacement globally to a record high for the fifth year in a row. At the same time
EASO launched its Annual Report on the Situation of Asylum in the EU+ which shows that total applications
in the European Union and some other European countries declined by 44% compared to 2016.

¢ Notwithstanding these developments, much media attention on World Refugee Day was diverted to ideas on
how to further restrict the movement of refugees and asylum-seekers. In preparation to the upcoming meetings
of the EU on asylum and migration, High Commissioner, Filippo Grandi, in a Press Release issued on 22 June
offered EU and Member States UNHCR’s support in setting an example on how to manage refugee situations
with compassion and solidarity.

e UNHCR partner Belgrade Centre for Human Rights issued its Periodic Report on the right to seek asylum in
the Republic of Serbia. The Report analyses the new Law on Asylum and Temporary Protection and asylum
processing by the authorities of Serbia during the first quarter of 2018.

e The number of new refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants counted in Serbia on 24 June slightly increased
to 2,997 from 2,803 recorded two weeks ago. While 2,673 (i.e. 90%) of them were accommodated in 18
governmental centres, over 300 were observed outside: some 150 in Belgrade City and another 170 camping
close to borders with Croatia or Hungary.
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e UNHCR and partners assisted 491 newly arriving refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants (compared to
697 during the preceding two weeks). 73% of them arrived from fYR Macedonia, 15% from Bulgaria (up from
11%), while 12% came by air (up from 6%). 63% were adult men, 14% adult women and 24% children,
including 45 UASC, most boys from Afghanistan and Pakistan, and one girl from Somalia. Most arrivals were
from Pakistan (26%) and Iraq (25%), followed by Afghanistan (17%) and Iran (15%). 4% were from Somalia
and 3% each from Syria and Libya.



http://click.info-unhcr.org/?qs=88c501ba536608e79653b9a15d28ce30336df4b5b73cdaf8b8100693b894ee0be857cf7bb6d60f18ddec590b2fece9b46f43d75369d1b689
http://click.info-unhcr.org/?qs=01722af5baf5597e932419c35fbb5021a7b985ded64973829e2a1161febcc9a19cc4515703221ba82ccdcf2d5a492fd30a5a8883f08ad484
https://www.easo.europa.eu/easo-annual-report
http://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2018/6/5b2d16134/statement-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi-europe-asylum.html
http://azil.rs/en/periodic-reports/
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Refugees and helpers marked World Refugee Day. © UNHCR, Belgrade, 20 June 2018

e UNHCR and partners received reports from 166 asylum-seekers of having been collectively expelled from
Croatia, 19 from Romania, 5 from Bosnia and Herzegovina and only one from Hungary. Hungary admitted 24
asylum-seekers into procedures in its so-called “transit-zones”.

e On 23 June, First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Ivica Dacic handed a refugee family
the keys of their new pre-fabricated house in Backa Palanka. UNHCR joined this celebration of the 2,000®
beneficiary of the Refugee Housing Programme in Serbia.

e As the school year of local and refugee children ended on 14 June, UNHCR supported three unaccompanied
and separated refugee boys (UASC) to attend their graduation-ceremony.

e On 21-22 June, upon request of the Ministry of Labour, Employment, Veteran and Social Affairs, UNHCR and
UNICEF trained education staff of Zmaj and Vodovodska homes, which accommodate refugee UASC in
Belgrade. The same training is being held this week in Nis.

e On 18-19 June, UNHCR and partners hosted the fourth seminar for representatives of local self-governments
on the first module of the “Institutional and Strategic Framework of Roma Inclusion in Serbia”.

Special thanks to major donors of unearmarked contributions | USD
Sweden 98.2 million | Norway 42.5 million | Netherlands 39.1 million | Private donors Spain 32.9 million | United Kingdom 31.7
million | Denmark 25.5 million | Australia 18.9 million | Switzerland 15.2 million | Private donors Republic of Korea 12.6 million |
Italy 11.2 million
Thanks to donors of broadly earmarked contributions accessible to the Serbian Operation | USD
Germany 45.4 million | United States of America 28.7 million | Denmark 5.7 million | Private donors Australia 5.1 million |
Sweden 4.4 million | Finland 4.3 million | Norway 3.2 million | Private donors Switzerland 2.6 million
Thanks to donors of earmarked contributions to the 2018 UNHCR Serbia operation

Russian Federation, Japan, Republic of Korea
Notes: 1. The total amount of unearmarked contributions is shown for donors who have contributed $10 million and more. 2. The broadly earmarked contributions listed
are those which can potentially be used for South East Europe Region due to their earmarking to a related situation or theme, or to the region or sub-region. The total
amount of the contributions is shown for donors who have contributed $2 million and more.




