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 The number newly arriving refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants that were observed or assisted by 
UNHCR and partners in Serbia grew to 1,130 - compared to 961 during the preceding fortnight.  53% claimed 

to have entered Serbia irregularly from fYR Macedonia (down from 55% two weeks ago) and 20% from 
Bulgaria (down from 30%), and 21% to have arrived regularly by air (up from 13%).  Most new arrivals 
originated from Afghanistan (26%), Pakistan (24%), or Iran (23%), followed by Iraq (6%), Bangladesh (3%), or 
Syria (2%). 69% were adult men, 23% children (incl. 162 Unaccompanied and Separated Children - UASC) 
and 8% adult women.   

 Also the presence of new refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants in Serbia continued growing with 3,905 
counted on 30 September (up from 3,877 two weeks ago). 3,411 (i.e. 87%) were accommodated in 15 

governmental Reception/Transit (RTC) or Asylum Centres, including around 200 single men in rub halls in 
Adasevci and Principovac RTCs. Despite cooler weather, close to 500 mainly male refugees/migrants were 
observed outside the centres: 200 in Belgrade City, another 200 camping close to borders with Croatia or 
Hungary and up to 90 in Loznica, close to the border with Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

 Enrolment of refugee/migrant children in public schools and kindergartens across the country progressed well. 
95% of refugee/migrant children between 7-14 attended 34 public elementary schools, almost all six year olds 
state preschool institutions, 107 attended kindergartens, and 12% 13 secondary schools. 

 UNHCR and partners continued gathering high number of reports of collective expulsions: 506 from Croatia 
(down from 565 two weeks ago), followed by 188 from BiH (down from 247), 74 from Romania (up from 22) 
and 18 from Hungary (down from 28 – below chart refers for trends). More than 58% of these reports alleged 
denial of access to asylum procedures by authorities of these neighbouring countries.  

 On 14 September in Backa Palanka, twelve refugee families from Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
representatives of local authorities, of the Serbian Commissioner for Refugees and Migration (SCRM), of 
UNHCR and the OSCE celebrated the signing of contracts for village houses under the seventh RHP Serbia 
sub-project. 

 Continuing implementation of its comprehensive Action Plan for Protection from Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 
(PSEA), on 19 September, UNHCR organised focus group discussions with residents of Obrenovac RTC. 
Distribution of PSEA posters and leaflets to partners started on 20 September.  
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Focus Group Discussions with refugee and asylum seeking women and men at Bujanovac and Vranje RTCs 

 

 Hungarian authorities admitted 19 asylum seekers from Serbia into territory and procedures in their so-called 
“transit zones” at Horgos and Kelebija border crossings (compared to 9 during the preceding two weeks). 

 18-25 September, multifunctional teams comprising colleagues from UNHCR, the SCRM, NGO partners and 
IOM conducted participatory assessment with asylum seekers in Pirot, Tutin, Krnjaca, Sombor, Bogovodja, 
Bujanovac and Vranje centres as well as with recognized refugees in Belgrade. Separate Focus Group 
Discussions with men, women, youth and elderly expressed lack of employment and other opportunities to 
develop individually, social exclusion, as well as inadequate housing as asylum seekers’ and refugees’ main 
concerns. 

 UNHCR continued structured consultations with all key government stakeholders, partners, and donors, which, 
together with participatory assessments with beneficiaries, shall inform the design of its 2019 programme for 
Serbia. 

 UNHCR partner, the Belgrade Centre for Human Rights (BCHR) issued its monthly newsletter on important 
developments in the field of asylum in Serbia. 

 UNHCR extends warm congratulations to the NGO Atina, its head Marijana Savić and social enterprise Bagle 
Bejgl shop who were awarded #WEEmpower certificate for their efforts on advancing Sustainable 
Development Goals and improving the position of women and girls in our society and globally on 27 
September, at the United Nations Headquarters.  

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to major donors of unearmarked contributions | USD 
Sweden 98.2 million | Private donors Spain 45.4 million| Norway 42.5 million | Netherlands 39.1 million | United Kingdom 31.7 million | Denmark 
25.5 million | Private donors Republic of Korea 22.2 million | Switzerland 15.2 million |France 14 million | Germany 13.7 million| Private donors 
Japan 13 million| Private donors Italy 11.9 million| Italy 11.2 million| Private donors Sweden 10.2 million 

Thanks to donors of broadly earmarked contributions accessible to the Serbian Operation | USD 
Germany 45.4 million | United States of America 28.7 million |Private donors Australia 8.7 million | Denmark 5.7 million | Sweden 4.4 million | 
Finland 4.3 million | Private donors Germany 3.9 million| Norway 3.2 million | Private donors Republic of Korea 2.9 million 

Thanks to donors of earmarked contributions to the 2018 UNHCR Serbia operation 
Russian Federation, Japan, Republic of Korea, Serbia 

Notes: 1.The total amount of unearmarked contributions is shown for donors who have contributed $10 million and more. 2. The broadly earmarked contributions listed are those which can potentially be 
used for South East Europe Region due to their earmarking to a related situation or theme, or to the region or sub-region. The total amount of the contributions is shown for donors who have contributed $2 
million and more. For more information: http://reporting.unhcr.org 
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