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Cover photo caption: Top: UN staff celebrate the launch of the 16 Days of Activism to Eliminate Violence Against Women. ÉUNDP 

Liberia. Bottom left: H. E. President George Manneh Weah speaks during the launch of 16 Days of Activism to Eliminate Violence Against 

Women. ÉUN Women Liberia. Bottom right: Group photo during the launch of the 16 Days of Activism to Eliminate Violence Against Women. 

ÉUN Women Liberia. Back page photo caption: UN staff member hoists the UN flag at the ceremony marking UN Day. ÉRCO  

Liberia launches 16 Days of Activism 
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Message from UN Resident Coordinator 

Message from the Chair of the UN Communications Group 
This UN Focus newsletter  

pays tribute to the former 

Secretary-General Kofi 

Annan, and focuses on UN 

day celebrations, as well as 

on the wide scope of the 

UNôs support in Liberia.  

As we close the year, I 

would like to take the 

opportunity to highlight a few initiatives of the 

communications group in strengthening joint 

communications work, and speaking with óone voiceô on 

common themes.  

This newsletter is one of the tools we have used in 

continuing, and strengthening, the work done by the UN 

Mission in joint communications to external audiences. 

We have also enhanced our One UN website at 

www.lr.one.un.org, carried out advocacy actions on 

rights issues, jointly organized UN Day celebrations, 

trained a number of media practitioners on development 

reporting, and continued our close cooperation with what 

is now known as ECOWAS radio in development 

related programming.  

Beginning this edition, we will also place more 

emphasis on raising awareness on the sustainable 

development goals (SDGs). 

In 2019, we will continue to build on our joint 

communications capacities, to both improve visibility 

of the impact of the UN systemôs work in Liberia, and 

also for advocacy efforts.  

I would like to thank all of you who sent in comments 

and suggestions, which have been incorporated.  

Happy reading.  

 

Suleiman Braimoh, PhD. 

Chair, UN Communications Group 

UNICEF Representative in Liberia 

The United Nations (UN) in 

Liberia continues to work 

with seventeen Agencies, 

Funds and Programmes 

under the One UN House. 

The UN in Liberia has 

embarked on the 

preparation of a 

sustainable development 

assistance framework ï the 

United Nations Development Assistance Framework 

(UNDAF) 2020-2024, in order to support the Government 

of Liberiaôs Pro Poor Agenda for Prosperity and 

Development (PAPD).  

On 25-26 October 2018, a UN Vision 2030 Retreat was 

held with participants from the Government of Liberia, 

Civil Society Organisations and Development Partners. 

This vision, which is aligned with the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) and includes the 

governmentôs inputs, will guide the UNôs development 

priorities up to 2030.  

The UN will continue to dialogue and engage with the 

Government, Development Partners Civil Society 

Organisations and the Private Sector in developing the 

UNDAF 2020-2024. This process will culminate with the 

signing of the UNDAF, which will guide the UN 

support to the Government and people of Liberia 

in line with both the PAPD and the SDGs.  

In addition, the European Union-UN Spotlight 

Initiative to fight Sexual Gender Based Violence 

(SGBV) was launched on 10 December 2018. The 

initiative will be implemented in five counties with 

over 613,578 direct beneficiaries and 1.9 million 

indirect beneficiaries. Building on previous efforts, 

this is the biggest single investment towards 

addressing SGBV in the country. Liberia is one of 

the eight recipient countries of the initiative in 

Africa.  

These initiatives and several others, including the 

establishment of a Liberia Multi-Partner Trust 

Fund, continue to reflect the UNôs dedication to 

Liberia.  

Our commitment to support the government  

towards achieving the PAPD and SDGs remains 

strong as ever.  

  

Yacoub El Hillo 

Assistant Secretary General and 

UN Resident Coordinator  
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Liberia launched the global campaign 16 Days of 

Activism to Eliminate Violence Against Women at 

an event in central Monrovia, attended by H.E. 

President George Manneh Weah.  

Speaking at the launch event, President Weah 

said, ñdespite numerous efforts by government 

and international partners, violence against 

women remains a challenge in Liberia.ò 

ñThe elimination of all forms of gender-based 

violence, including rape, is a major priority for 

the government. We all must unite to rid our 

society of this menace,ò President Weah said. 

More than 600 people took part in the event, 

held on 25 November 2018 at the Antionette 

Tubman Stadium. The crowd danced, sang and 

carried signs that read: ñOur children are not 

breadwinnersôô, ñStop Violence Against Women 

and Childrenò and óôEvery Child has a Right to a 

Better Life.ôô 

Songs that focused on ending violence against 

women, speeches and a skit were highlights of 

the event, which focused on the national theme: 

ñEnd Gender-Based Violence in Workplaces, 

Schools and Communities: Take Action, Report 

it and Promote a Liberia Free of Violence.ôô 

The skits, performed by groups of children, drew attention 

to the rape of girls and boys, child labor and girlsô 

education. The musical performances featured the four 

winners of a song competition sponsored by UN Women, 

the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection and 

Orange Phone Company and TunesLiberia. The songs 

performed were: ñVoice of Woman,ò by Keri & Gospel 

Medic; ñGender Equalityôô by E-Lo; ñDonôt Beat Womenôô by 

Rhyme Sean; and ñSay No to Rapeôô by Kobazzie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UN Resident Coordinator Yacoub El Hillo read the 

message from the UN Secretary-General (UNSG) Antonio 

Guterres. ñViolence against women and girls is a global 

epidemic. It is a moral affront to all women and girls, a 

mark of shame on all our societies and a major obstacle to 

inclusive, equitable and sustainable development,ôô he 

quoted the UNSG saying. 

Also speaking at the event, the Minister of Gender, 

Williametta Saydee Tarr, re-echoed President Weah and 

the UNSGôs sentiments about violence against women, 

saying ñgender-based violence remains a major threat to 

human security of women and children in Liberia and 

around the world.ò  

The President of Liberia, H. E. George Manneh Weah, speaking 

during the launch of the 16 Days of Activism to Eliminate 

Violence Against Women. É UNWOMEN Liberia. 
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Liberia launches 16 Days of 
Activism to Eliminate Violence 

Against Women 

Participants holding signs with messages highlighting violence against women 

and girls and the need to curb it  Photo: É UNWOMEN Liberia. 

ñViolence against women and 

girs is a global epidemicò, said 

UNSG statement red by the 

Resident Coordinator. 

http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism
http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/ending-violence-against-women/take-action/16-days-of-activism

