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Damage and Loss Assessment 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The University of Dilla conducted a Damage 

and Loss Assessment (DaLA) in four 

woredas of Gedeo zone (Yirgachaffe, 

Kochore-Gedeb, Kochore and Wonago) that 

were affected by conflicts in Gedeo and Guji 

in 2018 that resulted in mass displacement 

of people from the two Zones. Despite a long 

history of a harmonious relationship between 

the Gedeo and Guji communities, people 

from the two groups entered into inter-

communal conflict along their common 

borders- Gedeo (SNNPR) and West Guji 

(Oromia) regions in April 2018. In the four 

woredas in Gedeo zone, 60,681 people from 

8,261 households with an average family 

size of 7.35 persons, were adversely 

affected by the conflict.  

When the situation stabilized, people have 

started to return with Yirgacheffe woreda 

having the highest proportion of household 

returnees 3,854 (46.7%), followed by 

Kochore-Gedeb 2,835 (34.3%), Kochore 1, 

471 (17.8%) and Wonago101 (1.2%).  

 

In addition to internal displacement, the 

conflict resulted in damage and loss in 

agriculture and livestock, private houses, 
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household assets, public buildings, social 

infrastructure, and other properties and 

assets, that have adversely affected the 

livelihoods of the people.  

This project is, therefore, designed- in 

collaboration with Dilla University, UNHCR, 

and National Disaster Risk Management 

Commission (NDRMC) of Ethiopia- in order 

to generate a comprehensive assessment of 

the extent of loss and damage caused by the 

conflict and provide financial estimates that 

are required to undertake a through recovery 

and reconstruction work. 

  

Damaged houses and infrastructures  

The DaLA was conducted using a 

methodology developed by UN-ECLAC 

(2003) for disaster damage and loss 

assessment. In addition to this, the 

assessment team consulted with the zonal 

administration as well as different tiers of 

government in the zone and local 

communities. According to the findings of the 

assessment, a total of 8,205 private houses 

were damaged with an estimated cost of 

268,577,176 ETB. From the total number of 

houses, 7,098 were fully damaged, 1043 

houses were partially damaged, and 64 were 

severely damaged but are repairable. For 

these categories of damage, the estimated 

cost will be 248,884,715 ETB, 16,718,134 

ETB and 2,974,327 ETB, respectively.  

The estimated loss associated with private 

houses is 19,408,800 ETB, which are 

projected expenses for clearing sites, 

transportation and labor costs. The majority 

of returned households (6,028 i.e. 73.5%) 

have reported that they have no family 

members who are able to rebuild damaged 

housing units. In addition, 1510 (18.3%) of 

returned households live with other 

vulnerable people. Most households (6,081 

or 83.3 %) reported that they did not receive 

shelter support from any NGO/Agency at the 

time of data collection.  
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Moreover, 96.2% of returnees have reported 

that their income and means of livelihood 

were significantly affected by the conflict and 

have been spending much of their income on 

food items as well as medical care and 

transportation. 

The damaged public buildings assessed 

include administrative offices, farmersô 

training centers and religious buildings. In 

four woredas of the zone, a total of 40 public 

buildings were damaged with an estimated 

cost of 5,054,144 ETB, whereas the 

estimated losses cost 363,898 ETB. In 

Kochere and Kochere-Gedeb woredas a 

total of seven schools were damaged, three 

of them fully. The total estimated cost of the 

damage schools is 4,796,988 ETB and total 

estimated loss is 345,383 ETB. In addition, 

six health centers were also damaged in 

these woredas with estimated cost of 

777,746 ETB and a loss of 55,998 ETB. 

Additionally, 16 water and sanitation systems 

were damaged in these woredas. The 

estimated damage of water and sanitation 

systems amounts to 1,595,527ETB, with loss 

amount of 114,878 ETB. Kochore-Gedeb 

woreda suffered the highest proportion of 

such damages and losses. 

The transportation system was also affected 

by the conflict. Mobility items in the private 

transportation system included bicycle, car, 

motorcycle and tricycle. In conflict-affected 

areas of the zone, a total of 730 units from 

the private transport system were damaged.  

The estimated cost of damage to these items 

was 38,922,500 ETB, whereas the loss 

registered was 1,206,166 ETB. In addition, 

13 bridges were damaged in Kochere and 

Kochere-Gedeb woredas, with a total 

damage of 3,713,850 ETB, and associated 

loss of 125,307 ETB. Damage is also 

registered in the energy sub-sector. Damage 

in energy sources registered during the 

assessment include solar panels, generators 

and national powerlines. Total estimated 

cost of replacement of damaged energy 

equipment including utility poles from the 

national power grid amounts to 8,301,646 

ETB and the total estimated loss is 

1,158,442 ETB. 

The assessment results indicated that the 

total value of damage in the agricultural 

sector amounts to 356,147,360 ETB 

whereas the total loss is 335,533,923 ETB.  

From this the highest damage related to 

animals due to theft and looting and the 

highest loss estimated was in the coffee sub-

sector. Beyond animals, other significant 

damage incurred was to farm tools, farm 

fields and coffee plantations. The highest 

loss estimated was in coffee sub-sector with 

estimated loss of 97,069,151 ETB, followed 

by animals 86,243,481, farmland 

49,964,201ETB and farm tools 2,257,090 

ETB. The estimated total of damages and 

losses in Gedeo zone stand at 



 
 

1,198,924,396 ETB, of which 830,558,911 

ETB are damages and 368,365,485 ETB are 

losses. In terms of ownership, 814,847,935 

damages were attributed to private sector 

whereas 15,710,976 ETB damages were 

attributed to public sectors. The highest 

damage was occurred in the social sector 

(421,878,028 ETB) followed by private 

productive sector (356,147,360 ETB) and 

infrastructure sector (52,533,523 ETB). From 

the loss assessment there were 368,365,485 

ETB in losses in three sectors of which 

367,370,608 ETB were private loss and 

994,477 ETB were public loss. The highest 

losses befell the private productive sector 

(335,533,923 ETB) followed by the private 

social sector (29,461,490 ETB), and the 

infrastructure sector (2,375,195 ETB). The 

result of the assessment indicated that 

displaced people have lost both their houses 

and means of their livelihood that are 

predominantly based on agriculture. The 

summary of damage and loss in sector wise 

is presented in table1 in Annex 1.  
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