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KEY DISPLACEMENT FIGURES

2.9M

Estimated internally displaced
persons (IDPs) by conflict within
Afghanistan as of 31 December 2020

TIMELINE IN KEY EVENTS
31 May
More than 200,000 IDPs induced by
conflict, recorded since January 2021

13 July
UNHCR warns
of a imminent
humanitarian
crisis

15 July
UNHCR
provides
support to more
than 100,000
IDPs in 2021

9 August
Conflict induced
IDPs cross
500,000 this
year in
Afghanistan

15 August
Taliban takes
control of Kabul

27 August
Regional
Preparedness
and Response
Plan launched
1 September
UNHCR
provides
support to more
than 300,000
IDPs in 2021
7 September
Taliban
announces
formed caretaker
government

6 July
International
troop withdrawal
largely complete
14 July
UNAMA
increasingly
concerned of
abuses and
violations alleged
in Afghanistan
15 July
UN warns of
Afghan funding
shortfall and
deepening
humanitarian
crisis
13 August
UNHCR warns
Afghanistan’s
conflict taking
the heaviest toll
on displaced
women and
children
16 August
UNHCR releases
position on
returns to
Afghanistan

634,800

Estimated total conflict induced
IDPs within Afghanistan
since 1 January 20211

2.2M

Refugees and asylum-seekers
from Afghanistan in neighboring countries
as of 31 December 2020

72,375

Refugees and asylum-seekers
in Afghanistan
as of 15 September 2021

35,400

Reported newly arrived Afghans in need
of international protection to neighbouring
countries since 1 January 20212

HIGHLIGHTS

 The High Commissioner for Refugees (HC) visited Afghanistan from 12-15
September, following which he appealed for urgent and sustained support for
Afghans inside the country. In Kabul, he met with the interim Afghan government,
as well as some of the UN and NGO staff that have maintained operations. He
welcomed the interim Government’s commitments to provide security and enable
humanitarian access throughout the country and discussed with them other critical
issues, such as ensuring that women staff can return safely to work and the
importance of education for all Afghans.
 During the visit – and a with a view to UNHCR and partners scaling up operations
further ahead of winter season – the HC also oversaw ongoing UNHCR operations
in the country, including the arrival of a convoy of trucks at a UNHCR warehouse
in Kabul that had arrived from Pakistan. During a field visit to Mazar-e-Sharif, in
northern Afghanistan, the HC inaugurated a carpet workshop, which is one of many
ongoing such UNHCR projects helping to support and stabilise Afghan
communities, including displaced returnees.
 Following the visit to Afghanistan, the HC also travelled to Pakistan for a two-anda-half-day visit, where he held talks with high-ranking Government officials and
exchanged views on the situation in Afghanistan, thanking the Government for
supporting ongoing humanitarian operations in Afghanistan and hosting Afghan
refugees for decades. He called for continued support to Pakistan. While UNHCR
has not yet observed significant refugee movements outside of Afghanistan, the
HC highlighted the need to provide safety to Afghans who may need to cross the
border and have compelling protection needs or may be at risk.

31 August
Foreign troop
withdrawal
5 September
Flash Appeal
released for
needs till end
2021
12-18
September
UN High
Commissioner
for Refugees
visits Afghanistan
and Pakistan

20 September

UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi inspects emergency relief items at a warehouse in Kabul, Afghanistan.
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 There are now some 634,800 conflict induced IDPs in Afghanistan since January
2021, as confirmed by OCHA. According to UNHCR sources, some 100,000 IDPs
may have returned to their places or origin in recent weeks, though this number is
in the process of being verified. Some 25,000 have returned to areas where
UNHCR is currently implementing development projects supporting the
stabilisation and resilience of all communities, including returnees (PARRs).
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Source OCHA, as of 19 September: https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/afghanistan/idps
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The number of new arrivals includes those who approached UNHCR and Partners in Tajikistan (5,300) and Iran (16,300), those collected largely through key informant interviews in Pakistan (10,800), as well
as the Afghans who were hosted by the Iranian authorities at border locations (3,000) since 1 January 2021, although only 172 individuals of the latter group remain in the country. The vast majority of those
interviewed report leaving Afghanistan for security-related reasons. The overall number of Afghans with international refugee protection needs is likely to be much higher. The increase on the overall figure does
not necessarily reflect the displacement of that same period, but rather the date of assessment.
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 From 1 January 2021 to 18 September 2021, UNHCR has assisted some 340,000 internally displaced persons in
Afghanistan. This includes providing non-food items to some 181,000 persons, hygiene kits to 120,000 persons, sanitary
kits to 20,000 women and girls, family tents to 12,000 persons, cash assistance to 4,000 persons with specific needs (the
elderly, children and women at risk, serious medical conditions, and persons with disabilities), food rations to nearly 1000
persons and emergency shelter kits to more than 300 persons.
 During the reporting period, further UNHCR trucks carrying 2,400 tents crossed the Torkham border from Pakistan to
Afghanistan. Another shipment of 7,300 plastic sheets, 11,520 blankets, 5,700 kitchen sets and 10,000 jerrycans also
crossed the following day. Distributions are ongoing across the country for those who need them most. Since January
2021, UNHCR has provided core relief items like these to over 180,000 people, including over 6,500 people in the past
week.
 United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres convened a High-level Ministerial Meeting on the Humanitarian
Situation in Afghanistan on 13 September 2021, with the HC participating from Kabul. As part of this, a USD 606.2 million
Flash Appeal was officially launched, presenting new needs which have emerged (USD 193 million) as well as a
prioritization of unmet needs under the existing Humanitarian Response Plan (USD 413 million). Some 1.2 billion was
reportedly raised from the donor community for the humanitarian needs. UNHCR leads the Protection and Shelter/NFI
Clusters under the HRP, which aim to reach 1.5 million and 900,000 people by the end of the year respectively.

REGIONAL
 During the reporting period, most land border-crossing points have been closed with Afghanistan and its neighbouring
countries, except in limited instances for those with passports, valid visas or valid travel documents. UNHCR continues to
call on countries to keep their borders open to those seeking safety, as well as draw to attention UNHCR’s non-return
advisory for Afghanistan, calling for a bar on forced returns of Afghan nationals in the current circumstances.
 UNHCR border monitors continue to observe the attempted movement of Afghans each day towards the Pakistani
border posts, some of whom are currently not able to cross due to lack of valid documentation. Afghan nationals with
documents, including passports, valid visas and tazkira holders from Kandahar have been permitted entry into Pakistan
citing medical or security reasons. These movements, at present, have not been considered above normal levels of
movements of Afghans to the border with Pakistan.
 UNHCR continues to receive reports of increased movements of undocumented Afghans resorting to irregular land
border crossing points, particularly into Iran. UNHCR continues to enhance information collection through key informants,
as far as possible, to obtain information on the profiles and needs of these individuals.
 UNHCR has recorded 35,400 newly arriving Afghans potentially in need of international protection to neighbouring
countries since the start of the year. The number of new arrivals includes those who approached UNHCR and Partners in
Tajikistan (5,300) and Iran (16,300), those collected largely through key informant interviews in Pakistan (10,800), as well
as the Afghans who were hosted by the Iranian authorities at border locations (3,000) since 1 January 2021, although most
of the latter group have returned. These numbers are indicative and the overall number of Afghans in need of international
protection are thought to be higher, but they do represent some small-scale recorded movements.
 The majority of Afghan new arrivals approaching UNHCR in Pakistan and Iran are largely undocumented and a large
majority of Afghan new arrivals interviewed by UNHCR report leaving Afghanistan for security-related reasons.
 In support of relevant authorities, UNHCR continues to prepare for potential new arrivals in neighboring countries, as
well as support the emergency needs of IDPs still in Afghanistan. As part of these efforts, UNHCR has prepositioned or
has in the pipeline the following essential items:
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of the latter group have returned.
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Number of Afghans reported by key informants.
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Arrows do not reﬂect the routes but only indicate outflow movement.
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply oﬃcial endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
Dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by India and Pakistan. The ﬁnal status of Jammu and Kashmir has not yet been agreed upon by the parties.

Data sources: UNHCR operations, OCHA | Author: UNHCR Regional Bureau for Asia and the Paciﬁc (RBAP)
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