TASK FORCE ON TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS, TF Tip
PROTECTION AND INCLUSION WORKING GROUP  
16.11.2022, 10:00  
Palisády 29, Bratislava  
  
Attendees:   
In person:  
Soňa Grauzlová (Information centre for fight against human trafficking and crime prevention), May Shawawreh (UNHCR), Vladimir Slama (IOM), Zuzana Čačová (IOM), Tatiana Zlatos (IOM), (UNHCR), Elvir Music (UNICEF)  
 
Online:  
Igor Pacolák (MFA), Kamila Džurňáková (Ministry of Interior’s Office, Crime prevention department), Bulent Peker (UNHCR), Katarína Božík (IOM), Zuzana Vatraľová (IOM), Adam Šulík (Ministry of Labour, Social Affaires and Family), Marek Vanda (Migračný úrad), Anna Karelina (IOM Ukraine), Ľudmila Hajtolová (Slovenská Katolícka Charita), Gabriela Šaturová (US embassy), Petra Melikantová (Človek o ohrození), Soňa Oboňová (IOM). 
Miroslav Kováč, Interpreter, Zuzana Kianičková, Interpreter 
 
Agenda:   
 The proposed agenda for the next meeting is as follows:
· Approval of the minutes from the last meeting (Minutes from the last meeting are attached) 
· Update on the situation in Slovakia, Information Centre, Ministry of  the Interior of the Slovak Republic 
· Update of the situation in the theme of trafficking in Ukraine, IOM Ukraine, Iryna Mydlovets
· Regular update of partners
· AOB (Any other business)

Ms Zuzana Čačová (IOM) welcomed and thanked participants for attending the fourth meeting of TF TiP. She introduced the agenda for the meeting and the first presenter Ms Grauzlová from the Information Centre for Fight against Human Trafficking and crime prevention.  
Ms Soňa Grauzlová (Information Centre for Fight Against Human Trafficking and Crime Prevention) presented the activities of the Information Centre and TiP-related national statistics. She informed about a change in the position of Secretary of State that serves as a national coordinator for the TiP – the new State Secretary is Ľubomír Šablica. She presented national TiP statistics for the first 9 months of 2022 – ca. 40% raise in TiP-identified victims as compared to the previous year (more than 50 people identified in 2022). The falling trend in children as victims of TiP in 2022 – from 1/3 of all victims in 2021 to ca. 15% of all victims in 2022. There were 20+ victims of labour trafficking, 20+ sex trafficking, and a few victims of attempted forced marriages. Currently around 20 people in the protection programme. National TiP Helpline – the number of calls increased by ca. 20%. Many suspected TiP cases related to Ukraine are currently under investigation. Anti-trafficking information campaign on gas stations was conducted. At the end of the year, the EU commission is preparing a revision of the directive on human trafficking – conclusions to be published in December. Trainings of legal aid centres and labour inspectorates in progress as well as the training of local civic and order services (MOPS). There is a plan to contact the The Association of Towns and Villages (ZMOS) with an offer of training for self-government regions – focused on identification of the risks and potential victims. The definition of labour exploitation versus poor working conditions planned as well. Ms May Shawawreh (UNHCR) asked about details of dealing with the case of attempted child marriage. Ms Soňa Grauzlová explained that the child was placed in state care - conflict of interests between the child and the parent. The offender was isolated due to the intention of completing the attempt. 
Ms Zuzana Čačová (IOM) thanked for the presentation and introduced Anna Karelina from IOM Ukraine. (Please see the full presentation of Ms Karelina in attachements.) Ms Karelina presented the activities of IOM in Ukraine since the breakout of the war. IOM and NGO operational presence in 19 regions, IOM in 7 regions. The anti-trafficking task force is led by La Strada and IOM Ukraine.  Protection activities, including the distribution of leaflets, were conducted. Information and awareness campaigns were conducted and reached over 50 mil people. Some awareness and counter-trafficking efforts were digitalized – f.e. information both on Telegram app. New materials focused on self-identification and TIP awareness were created. “They used you’’ counter-trafficking info campaign took place – resulting in people calling the hotline after a similar situation that they saw in the campaign happened to them. Conflict-related sexual violence is strongly present, national hotline – the number of consultations since the war increased significantly, drop in number of identified TiP cases, increase in the use of online platforms for recruitment and advertisement of victims, increase in labour exploitation in Ukraine and abroad, demand for psychological assistance is overwhelming. A research found that every second Ukrainian is ready to accept at least one risky offer which could lead to exploitation ! Challenges: state actors are overburdened, low capacity for CT responses, no operational presence in the most affected regions, Ukrainians settled abroad are prone to fall prey to CT, IOM AVRR programme is suspended, and missile attacks on infrastructure my create a new wave of displacement. 
[bookmark: _Hlk119943187]Ms Zuzana Čačová (IOM) thanked for the presentation and introduced Mr Elvir Music (UNICEF) who presented the TiP-related activities conducted by UNICEF. Training of municipal police focused on the prevention of TiP, prevention of child SEA (sexual exploitation and abuse), identification potential victims was conducted. In December, such training will be conducted for police cadets. UNICEF created a practical regional guide on the identification of persons at risk of TiP (focus on children). Pocket guideline for Slovakia was developed as well – serves as an info tool with the list of indicators on TiP, can be used as a training guide. The guide can be downloaded here Practical Guide on identification of victims and persons at-risk of trafficking in human beings | UNICEF Europe and Central Asia
Ms Zuzana Čáčová (IOM) thanked for the presentation and IOM Slovakia followed with a presentation of activities in Slovakia. Trainings for labour inspectorates in 6 cities across Slovakia took place - focused on the identification of TiP signs and characteristics of TiP victim communication. 
Soňa Oboňová (IOM) presented conference organised by an EMN (European Migration Network) Slovakia´s National Conference on Dignified Labour Conditions as a Tool to Fight Modern Slavery – 1.12.2022 –The goal of the conference is to support the nascent national debate in defining and implementing the concept of labour exploitation in the Slovak Republic. The conference, which focuses on non-EU nationals, will also feature good practices and experiences from selected EU and non-EU countries. For a limited number of participants, we can cover costs for accommodation and travel.  The programme as well as the link https://forms.office.com/r/V14ahdX7UC  for the event are attached to the minutes.
Ms Zuzana Čačová (IOM) thanked the participants and closed the meeting.
