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Some 86,000 Cameroonian 

refugee men, women, and 

children are registered in 

Akwa-Ibom, Anambra, Benue, 

Cross River, Enugu, and 

Taraba States in Nigeria. 

 The anti-human trafficking 

movie “Dangerous Hope”, 

produced by United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR), was screened at the 

refugee settlements in Cross 

River State to help prevent and 

reduce the risk of human 

trafficking among refugees. 

 UNHCR has handed over water 

and sanitation facilities to the 

government and host 

communities in Akwa Ibom 

State. These include solar-

powered boreholes and 

refurbished latrines designed to 

serve both the refugees and local 

residents 

 

"”’  

  A Cameroonian refugee woman in Ogoja, Cross River State, skilfully stitches colourful dresses, a testament to the 

vocational training provided by UNHCR to enhance refugees' self-reliance. © UNHCR/ Lucy Agiende. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=31dB4Fgk6Ss
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Operational Highlights 
■ From 19 to 21 April, UNHCR and its partner Caritas screened the anti-human trafficking 

video “Dangerous Hope” across the three refugee settlements in Cross River State 

(CRS). UNHCR has produced a short film featuring main actors from the Cameroonian 

refugee community. This film explores the issue of human trafficking within the context 

of forced displacement to educate and empower refugees on prevention measures 

against trafficking and provide tools to assist survivors in rebuilding their lives. 

■ In Akwa Ibom State, UNHCR handover completed water and sanitation facilities to the 

local government chairpersons of Itu, Oron, and Esit Eket to help improve access to 

potable water and environmental/personal hygiene for refugees and locals. The 

facilities rehabilitated and installed include the construction of a solarised borehole, the 

upgrading of one dysfunctional generator borehole to a solar borehole, the construction of 

a hand pump borehole, and three-compartment pour flush latrines in the communities and 

Primary Health Centres.  

 

PROTECTION 

 

Protection Monitoring  

■ In Akwa Ibom, Benue, Cross River, and Taraba (ABCT) States, UNHCR collaborated with 

12 government and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) to undertake monitoring visits 

to border communities, detention facilities, and refugee settlements to deliver protection 

and assistance, including healthcare, child protection, prevention, and response to 

Gender-Based Violence (GBV), Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH), education, 

and security to Cameroonian refugees.  

Protection Response 

■ Some 350 refuge and host community children took part in educational and recreational 

activities, including debate, career se, hygiene promotion, and cultural activities/dance 

at the child-friendly spaces in Taraba State, to enhance their cognitive, psychosocial, 

and social development, with support from UNHCR and partners. 

■ UNHCR and its partner Foundation for Justice, Development, and Peace conducted a 

three-day protection induction training on GBV and Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 

(SEA) prevention, risk mitigation, and response for 39 protection volunteers, refugee 

leaders, and staff of the National Commission for Refugees, Migrants, and Internally 

Displaced Persons (NCFRMI) in Akwa Ibom State. 

■ With support from UNHCR and its partners, some 120 refugee children received birth 

certificates issued by the National Population Commission to help ensure their access to 

basic social services, including education and healthcare. 

■ Awareness sessions on GBV prevention and risk mitigation, including referral 

mechanisms and reporting channels, reached over 1,000 refugees and locals in ABCT 

States. Concerns of women and girls regarding emotional abuse, rape, and physical abuse 

were addressed by UNHCR and its partners during the sessions. 

■ In ABCT States, UNHCR and partners managed about 50 GBV cases reported through 

protection caseworkers in the refugee settlements and host communities. Survivors who 

suffered from child marriage, denial of resources, psychological/emotional abuse, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=31dB4Fgk6Ss
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sexual/physical assault, and rape received psychosocial support services, health care, 

and legal and material assistance to help improve their well-being and coping strategy. 

Two mental health support groups were established in Takum and Baissa communities 

to increase access to mental health services for GBV survivors in Taraba State. 

■ Some 50 refugees, including GBV survivors, benefitted from legal assistance (court 

representations and legal counselling) provided by UNHCR and partners in ABCT States. 

■ In CRS, UNHCR and its partners Caritas and NCFRMI conducted a joint sensitisation 

and advocacy visit to Immigration, Customs, Department of State Services, and Police 

Officials at the border control post in Akpabuyo and Bakassi to advocate for the 

recognition of expired refugee ID cards, fact sheets and cover letter from NCFRMI, 

following concerns of arbitrary arrest and extortion by refugees. 

■ In a bid to ensure that decisions made on behalf of refugee girls and boys with specific 

needs support their well-being, 37 Best Interest Assessments and determinations were 

conducted for refugee children found to be at risk by UNHCR and partners in ABCT 

States. 

■ UNHCR and its partner Jesuit Refugee Service trained 15 Government and Security 

agencies on refugee rights, arbitrary arrest/detention, protection legal Framework, 

GBV, and child protection in Gembu, Taraba State. GBV referral pathways/contact 

persons were also identified and established in Gembu. 

 

HEALTH:  

 

■ Over 6,000 refugees and locals received healthcare services at the UNHCR-supported 

facilities, including 414 reproductive health and 131 mental health clinical consultations. In 

over 36 primary healthcare facilities, UNHCR is strengthening the health system by 

providing equipment, infrastructure, and mentoring/supervision of medical staff to 

improve medical care services to refugees and locals. 

■ More than 1,800 refugee and host community children were assessed for malnutrition 

at the UNHCR-supported Primary Healthcare Centres and refugee settlements in ABCT 

States. UNHCR provided supplementary food produced from nutritious grains to 65 

children diagnosed with severe and moderate acute malnutrition to enhance their 

growth and well-being through its partner, the Nigerian Red Cross Society.  

■ On 25 April, World Malaria Day was commemorated by Children of Rural Africa 

(CorAfrica) in collaboration with UNHCR and its partner, the Nigerian Red Cross Society 

and SEMA. Free malaria tests/treatment and distribution of mosquito nets were 

undertaken for over 100 refugees and locals in the Adagom refugee settlement, CRS.  

 

EDUCATION    

 
■ UNHCR and its partner Save the Children (SCI) trained 52 teachers in Cross River and 

Benue States on the teachers’ Code of Conduct, emphasising the expected acceptable 

standard of behaviour. The teachers will serve as facilitators for the accelerated learning 

and remedial catch-up programs to help refugee children who have missed or fallen behind 

on education to catch-up.  
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■ Back-to-school awareness campaign on the benefits of education, early resumption, 

and children’s right to access to education by UNHCR and partner SCI reached over 

700 refugees in Benue and CRS.  

Challenges 

■ Food insecurity remains one of the major factors affecting school attendance and 

academic performance by refugee students due to limited livelihood opportunities for 

their parents and economic hardship. Many refugee children engage in menial jobs such as 

working on people’s farms, domestic work, fetching water and hawking wares, preventing 

them from attending school. Since January 2023, there have been delays in the payment 

of cash for food programmes by UNHCR due to the monetary policies of the Nigerian 

government, including the cash withdrawal limit, and given that not all refugees own 

UNHCR-facilitated bank accounts. 

  

WATER, SANITATION, AND HYGIENE (WASH): 

 
■ Hygiene awareness sessions on safe water chain, food hygiene, and 

environmental/personal hygiene management by hygiene volunteers reached some 

10,000 refugees in Adagom 1 and 3, Ukende, and Ikyogen refugee settlements (Cross 

River and Benue States). Seventy-nine refugee communities in the four settlements 

received sanitation/cleaning materials, including brooms, parkers, rakes, and disinfectants, 

to help promote environmental hygiene.  

 

SETTLEMENT COORDINATION AND MANAGEMENT, SHELTER AND NFIS   

 
■ UNHCR provided mattresses and solar lanterns to some 100 vulnerable refugees with 

specific needs, including elderly persons and individuals with disabilities in Cross River 

State. 

 

Working in partnership 
Together with the Government of Nigeria, UNHCR ensures international protection and delivery of 

multi-sectoral assistance to Cameroonian refugees. The Agency holds regular coordination and 

consultative meetings at the State and Local Governments levels as well as with other humanitarian 

actors. The following partners implement specific sector activities: NCFRMI, State Emergency 

Management Agency (SEMA), SCI, CUSO International, Catholic Caritas Foundation Nigeria, 

Catholic Diocese of Makurdi, The Foundation for Justice, Development and Peace (FJDP), 

Mediatrix Development Foundation, Rhema Care Integrated Development Centre, Jesuit Refugee 

Service, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Nigeria Red Cross Society. 

 

Funding status 
UNHCR is grateful for the flexible financial support provided by donors globally and those who have 

contributed directly to the Nigeria Operation. The operation’s comprehensive budgetary needs for 

2023 stand at 98.2 million, and at the end of the reporting period, it was only 12 per cent funded. 
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More Information 

 

                 

 
 

CONTACT US  

Tesfaye Bekele | Head of Sub-Office, Ogoja, Cross River State | bekelet@unhcr.org | + 234 901 

066 0624 

Lucy Agiende | Reporting Associate, Ogoja, Cross River State | agiende@unhcr.org | 

+2349010660627 

Edward Ogolla | External Relations Officer, Abuja | ogolla@unhcr.org | +234 09 2916667 

mailto:bekelet@unhcr.org
mailto:agiende@unhcr.org
mailto:ogolla@unhcr.org
https://data.unhcr.org/en/country/nga
https://www.facebook.com/UNHCRinNigeria/
https://twitter.com/unhcrnigeria?lang=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0P_NwjFzi7me9rk59d0Ggg
https://www.instagram.com/unhcr_nigeria/?hl=en

