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Background and methodology: In June 2023, UN Human Rights (OHCHR) in Moldova started the implementation of
a 12 months project funded by the European Union Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid. The project aims to improve
access to services and assistance for refugees from Ukraine with specific needs, including people with disabilities; ethnic or
linguistic minorities; LGBTIQA+, and for the most vulnerable and at-risk host families in Moldova, including the
Transnistrian region. Through this project OHCHR focuses on the systematic identification of those who are more at risk of
protection concerns and human rights violations, and on their referral to appropriate and timely services and assistance.
This factsheet covers the findings of 143 surveys collected in August 2023.

RESPONDENTS’ PROFILE

In August 2023, OHCHR interviewed 143 (75 % women, 25 % men) refugees from Ukraine, all Ukrainian
nationals, residing in various regions, as illustrated by the map below. One of the most represented age groups was
[60-69], accounting for 30 % of the interviewed refugees, and including a significant number of persons with disabilities.
81 % of the refugees arrived to Moldova in the first year following the start of the conflict in Ukraine, while 19 % arrived in
2023, 11 % of them in the last two months. Most of the respondents who self-identified as Roma reside in Basarabeasca
and Balti, while those who self-identified as Russian predominantly reside in the Transnistrian region and Chisinau.
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Distribution of respondents according to their self-identification

of ethnicity
Ukrainian—57 % Roma—13 %
Russian—12 % Moldovan—10 %
Georgian—2 % Slavic—2 %
Bulgarian—1 % Gagauz—1 %

2% of respondents preferred not to indicate their ethnicity

Distribution of respondents by their arrival to Moldova
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IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

The protection monitoring tool included the Washington Group Short Set on Functioning, which obtains information on
difficulties a person may have in undertaking basic functioning activities, with a single question per functional domain:
visual, hearing, walking or climbing stairs, remembering or concentrating, self-care, and communication (expressive and
receptive) impairments. The analysis was conducted based on the criterion that a person is considered to have a disability
if they respond with 'a lot of difficulty' or 'cannot do at all' for any of the functional domains.

The 31% of the interviewed refugees reported a lot of difficulties or impossibility to perform actions
under one (40 persons) or several (14 persons) functional domains.

Percentage of respondents with difficulties per functional domain

14 % Visual 5 % Hearing 16 % Walking 6 % Remembering 4 % Self-care 1 % Communication

The highest concentration of women with a disability (51 % of the respondents) was found in the age group 60-69, mostly
impacted by walking and visual impairments. Data findings suggest that both interviewed women and men have functional

disabilities at relatively equal rates.
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