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Most of the Syrian Refugees are situated in KRI region as all the Refugee Camps 
currently exist in KRI region. 48% of the Syrian refugee population are situated in 
Erbil district as highest number among other districts, then comes Sumel with 21% 
and Sulaymaniya with 11% of the total Syrian refugee population.
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UNHCR IRAQ-Population Profile

Breakdown Overview

Refugee Population Geographical Distribution

This comprehensive heatmap collection provides a visual representation of refugee distribution across Iraqi districts. The primary heatmap 
reveals the overall concentration of refugees, with a strong presence in the northern regions and the Kurdistan Region. Two additional 
heatmaps focus on Syrian refugees and those from other nationalities. These heatmaps offer a more detailed perspective on the specific 
distribution patterns of Syrian refugees and other refugee groups within Iraq, helping to identify areas with the highest refugee populations 
from both categories. The color intensity on the maps indicates the density of refugees in each area, with darker shades signifying higher 
numbers. This combined visualization aids in understanding the complex landscape of refugee settlement in Iraq.
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Refugees Population Geographical Distribution

Disclaimer: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.         

Information Management Unit: irqerbim@unhcr.org
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The distribution of refugees 
in Iraq is mainly concentrated in 
northern Iraq and the Kurdistan 
Region of Iraq (KRI). The 
largest concentration of 
refugees can be found in the 
Erbil district, accounting for 45% 
of the total, followed by the 
Sulaymaniyah district at 19%, 
and Sulaymaniyah at 11%. The 
majority of these refugees, 
specifically 91%, are of Syrian 
origin, with the remaining 9% 
comprising Turkish (3%), Iranian 
(3%), and other nationalities 
(3%).
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Syrian Refugees Population Geographical Distribution

Total Syrian Population
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Most of the Syrian Refugees are situated in KRI region as all the Refugee Camps 
currently exist in KRI region. 48% of the Syrian refugee population are situated in 
Erbil district as highest number among other districts, then comes Sumel with 21% 
and Sulaymaniya with 11% of the total Syrian refugee population.

Most of the Syrian 
Refugees are situated in KRI 
region as all the Refugee 
Camps currently exist in KRI 
region. 47% of the Syrian 
refugee population are 
situated in Erbil district as 
highest number among other 
districts, then comes Sumel 
with 20% and Sulaymaniya 
with 11% of the total Syrian 
refugee population.
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Refugees of Other 
nationalities in Iraq include 
refugees from Iran, Sudan, 
Palestine, Turkey and 
others. The highest ratio of 
other nationality refugees 
are situated in Erbil district 
with 19%, then followed by 
Al-Risafa district 16% and 
Al-Sulaymaniyah district 
with ratio of 10% that are 
mostly Iranian refugees. 
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Syrian Refugees in Host Communities 
Population Geographical Distribution - Erbil

September 2023
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Erbil District Center is 

home to approximately 

110,000 Syrian refugees, 

who reside alongside the 

local urban community. The 

largest concentration of 

refugees can be found in 

the Bahirka neighborhood, 

accounting for 13% of the 

total population, followed by 

Ainkawa with 7%, 

Mamzawa with 7%, and 

Kasnazan with 6%. It's 

worth noting that most of 

these neighborhoods are 

primarily characterized by 

their affordable housing 

options and living 

conditions.

BARHUSHTIR

ASHOKAN

GRDACHAL 1

SAIDAN

KANI 

QIRZHALA

SARKAWR 1

QALATKAH

DARABAND

SEBIRAN 

UPPER

GRDA SHER 1

GAZNA 1

KHARABADRAW

SEBEERAN

TORAQ

JMKA

DUZTAPPA

YARIMJA AZZA

BAHRKA

KURA SWAR

JAZHNIKAN 

ABABAKR

JAZHNIKAN 

AFANDI

QALA MURTK

G
ula

n
Stre

et

150-METER Ring Road

P
e

s
h

a
w

a
Q

a
z

i 
S

tr
e

e
t

2

3

18

Erbil 

International 

Airport

AINKAWA

SHAWISH

BERKOT

HASAROK

RASHKIN

SHAMUNAWA

KARK

ERBIL

Peshawa Qaz i Street

BADAWAH 

BAGHLUMNARA

GRDASOR 1

GRDARASH 

MUFTI

BNASLAWA 

BIG

3

DUNGZAWA

BRAGH

OGHSAR

18

KASNAZAN 

ISMAIL

BIYOKA

SHA UMAR

BULAKH

BAGHCHA

PUNGINAH 1

HAMZA BAG 
CHAMARGA

BNSLAWA 

LITTLE

GRDISH

KURDAWA

KANI SAGAN

Heran City Qalay_Nwe

Awenay 

Shar

Zaytoon City

Kasnazan

Peshasazy_Pes

Airport and 
Aviation uses

Ashti 

City_1

Ayinda 

City_2

Ayinda 

City_1

Lawan 

City

Shary 

Andazyaran

Gazna

Binaslawa

Daratoo

Gird 

Jotiyar

Noble
City Lebanese 

Village

Shekha Shal

Pirzin

Zerin City

Bahirka

Kawergosk

Ainkawa

Shawes

Qaryatakh 

Village

Mala Omar

Jazhnikan

Sebiran

Pirash 

Village

Harsham_1

Galawezh

Zagros

Chawder 

City

Sebardan

Talar City

Mamostayan_1 

Mamostayan_2

Gorstani 

Bashur

Peshasazy 

Bashur

Kurany 

Ainkawa

Raparin

Safeen_3

Italian 

City_2

Shahan 

City

ZheyanAtlantic City 

Lam City 
Lite

Dashti 

Bahasht

Lana 

City

Ozal 

City

Safeen_2

Gulan_2

Khanzad

Brayaty

Kany

Shorsh
Salaheddin 

Shary

Khawn

Sami 
Abdulrahman 

Park

Mardin

Nawroz

Nishtiman
Zaniary

Minara
Arab Bazar

Qalat Khanaqa

Tairawa

Taajeel

Komary

Saidawa

Setaqan

Khabat

Iskan

Sarwaran

Chwarchra

Kuestan

Havalan

Chnar

Gulan_1

Zanayan

Badawa

Mufty

Karezan

Sharawany

Naznaz

Zanko_1

Mantkawa

Rasty

Ronaky

Azady_2 

Azady_1

Zanko_2

Kurdistan 

Bahar

Rizgary_1

Andazyaran

Roshanbiry

Hamrin

Berkot

Sarbasty
Zilan 

City

Hawlery Nwe

Majidawa

Mustawfi

Bakhtiary 

Parlaman

Safeen_1

Zagros

Rojhelat

Mahabad

Rizgary_2

Midya

Mamzawa

Qatawi

Sarkarez

Alan 

City

Zheyan

Mas City

Berkoti Nwe

Floria City

Hewa 

City_1

Hewa 

City_2
Marina_2 

Marina_1

Marina_3 

Dubai City

Shady

Shahidan 

Residents

Cihan City

Twraq

Future 

City

Asuda City

Kurany Nwe

Ashti City_2

Shary 

Minara

Shary 

Kamarany

MRF

Atconz City

Aram City

Zin City

Harsham_2

Harsham_3 Ganjan City

Gulan City

5 Hasarok

Empire 

World

Topzawa

Altun 

City

Heran City_2

Kani Qirzhala

Kazmawa

Esri, © OpenStreetMap contributors, HERE, Garmin, Foursquare, METI/NASA, USGS


