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Trinidad & Tobago 

Security continues to be a significant concern in Trinidad 
and Tobago. During the first week of 2024, officials 
reported 15 murders, more than twice the number 
registered during the same period last year. In February, 
authorities detained a businessman who, in 2023, 
escaped custody after a court convicted him of human 
trafficking. The 38-year-old man was charged with over 25 
criminal offenses, including child prostitution and assault. 
 
A High Court Judge ruled in favour of compensating a 
Venezuelan child detained from December 2020 to March 
2022 at Chaguaramas Heliport. The ruling established a 
compensation of TTD$2.4 million (USD 353,190), for his 
arbitrary 456-day detention. 
 
The Joint Select Committee (JSC) on Human Rights, 
Equality, and Diversity recommended that the 
Government implement legislative changes to remove the 
obstacles refugee and migrant children face to access 
education. The JSC suggested a student permit waiver for 
asylum-seeking, refugee, and migrant children that allows 
them to access any educational institution with immediate 
effect, as well as the establishment of a special court to 
deal with human trafficking and a procedure to report 
abuse against refugees and migrants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Figures Context 
January - March 2024 

$56.1 million 
UNHCR’s financial requirements 2024 

Regional funding Overview 
as of 31 March 2024 

1 Financial requirement for the Panama MCO in 2023 including 
requirements for the operations and activities in Aruba, Belize, 
Cuba, Curaçao, Guyana, Nicaragua, Panama, Suriname, 
and Trinidad and Tobago. 
2 The percentage funded is indicative. 

 

Tightly earmarked 
Earmarked 
Softly earmarked (indicative 
allocation) 
Unearmarked (indicative 
allocation) 
Funding gap (indicative) 

33,543 people, of 
whom 3,255 are refugees, 
and 29,144 are asylum-
seekers, live in Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

Nearly 86 per cent 
of those registered with 
UNHCR are from 
Venezuela.  

From January to March, 49 
refugees and asylum-seekers 
from 17 households received 
cash assistance. Forty-two 
were new beneficiaries. 

From January to March, UNHCR 
registered 1,673 people, and identified 
189 refugees and asylum-seekers who 

met the criteria to be referred for 
resettlement.  

www.unhcr.org 

https://trinidadexpress.com/news/local/6-weekend-murders/article_53546e3c-add8-11ee-9ee3-d78a7de2483e.html
https://trinidadexpress.com/newsextra/fugitive-human-trafficker-arrested-in-caroni/article_b953c67a-c9bb-11ee-8476-8f4ebcca8595.html
https://trinidadexpress.com/newsextra/fugitive-human-trafficker-arrested-in-caroni/article_b953c67a-c9bb-11ee-8476-8f4ebcca8595.html
https://guardian.co.tt/news/state-ordered-to-pay-24m-to-venezuelan-child-6.2.1957410.c536900fdc
https://trinidadexpress.com/news/local/let-migrant-children-into-schools/article_c1a891b2-d1e9-11ee-aed3-e35cea63b045.html
https://guardian.co.tt/news/government-advised-to-set-up-special-human-trafficking-court-6.2.1939437.f5d5276a90


  
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

UNHCR RESPONSE  

Protection │ UNHCR and the CCHR provided legal assistance to 145 asylum-
seekers and refugees on international protection and access to rights. UNHCR 
also trained 133 government officials on international protection and UNHCR’s 
mandate.  

Coordination with Authorities │ UNHCR met with the Ministry of National 
Security (MNS) to discuss the registration procedures and explore areas of mutual 
collaboration. The Agency assisted the Children’s Authority with interpretation 
services for child protection cases, and  translated from English to Spanish a 
students’ book on basic life skills. The book will be used in sessions for children 
survivors of human trafficking.  

Community Engagement │ UNHCR trained 16 University of The West Indies 
students on international protection, the Agency’s mandate, and the Age, Gender, 
and Diversity approach (AGD). The students work full-time with vulnerable groups 
in education and healthcare matters. UNHCR took part in a study conducted by 
the University on the older population living in the country. The Agency highlighted 
the risks that ageing forcibly displaced individuals face, such as the lack of access 
to social services. 

Registration │ UNHCR provided 1,566 asylum-seekers with first-time access to 
documentation and recognized 87 refugees. From January to March, the Agency 
submitted 189 recognized refugee cases for resettlement. 

 

 

 In March, UNHCR participated in the first 2024 
Humanitarian Breakfast series. As a member of the 
Protection Working Group, the Agency presented 
on the topic of "Asylum and Migration Systems". 
The session featured a refugee's testimony who 
has been in Trinidad and Tobago since 2017 and 
was registered under the 2019 Registration 
Migration Framework. 

UNHCR Panama MCO wishes to convey a special thank you to its donors: Australia | Belgium | CERF | 
Denmark | European Union | Ireland | Republic of Korea | The Netherlands | Norway | Sweden | 
Switzerland | United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland | United States of America | Joint 
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS | 
 

For more information:  
 
Margarida Loureiro, Deputy Representative, loureirm@unhcr.org 
Viola Eleonora Bruttomesso, Associate Communications Officer, bruttome@unhcr.org 
 
Links: Twitter | Facebook 
 

HUMANITARIAN BREAKFAST  
SERIES - 2024 
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UNHCR works with the Government, other UN agencies, and partners to assist and protect 
refugees and asylum-seekers in Trinidad and Tobago. UNHCR works with six partners: The 
Caribbean Centre  for Human Rights (CCHR), Family Planning Association (FPATT), Rape 
Crisis Society (RCS), La Casita, UNICEF, and Pan-American Development Foundation 
(PADF).  

https://twitter.com/acnurpanama
https://www.facebook.com/UNHCR/?ref=br_rs&brand_redir=149421481734737
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UNHCR´s presence in Trinidad and Tobago 


