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Date 23 September 2025 Location Hybrid - UNHCR office and online on MS Teams
Chair & Co chair UNHCR Note taking / UNHCR
minutes

Participating
organizations and
members

Bulgarian Red Cross (Stela Dimova), EUAA (Magdalena Tosheva, Valentina Caron), Foundation for Access to Rights (Valeria llareva), IOM
(Mariya Samuilova, Annie Raykov), Mentor the Young (Kristina Georgieva), State Agency for Refugees (Zeynep Ahmedova), Ukraine
Support and Renovation Foundation (Daria Horbachyk), UNICEF (Lora Voynova), UNHCR (Bilent Peker, Hayoung Kim, Snezhana
Zheleva, Kristina Markova, Mariya Shisheva, Iva Partsaleva, Vipawan Pontranggoon, Shudipta Sultana),

Agenda

Agenda Point

1. Introduction of Mentor the Young mentorship program
2. Updates from UNHCR

3. Updates from IOM

4. AOB

Summary Agreed Decisions / Follow-
Up Actions

Introduction of
Mentor the Young
mentorship
program

Presentation is separately shared.

Mentor the Young shared detailed information about their mentorship program covering structure,
statistics on participants and applications they received.

The mentorship program is a mission-driven initiative to make mentorship accessible for individuals aged
18-25. It connects mentees with professionals with 5+ years of experience. Over 2,500 applications
received and 95% recommend the program. Mentees apply with clear goals and mentors outline how they
can support. Mentors are often motivated by the desire to offer guidance they wish they had. Weekly
networking events are organized. The program is in Bulgarian, but they have some mentors who speak
English. At the moment, they don’t have capacity to work in other languages. There is an online application
on the website that both mentees and mentors need to fill out, followed by a 15-minute interview.
Mentees are encouraged to apply regardless of legal status: the important thing is for mentees to have
clear goals and be able to communicate effectively.

There are two cohorts per year. The next start date is 25 October 2025. Applications from refugee youth
are welcome.
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Updates from UNHCR shared several updates regarding the Education sector. School visits have been conducted in
UNHCR and Plovdiv, Harmanli and Burgas to meet with school principals, with upcoming visits to Varna and Dobrich.
partners The Ministry of Education and Science will share official statistics on number of enrolled refugee students

by the end of September; increased school enrolment trends are expected particularly in the Black Sea
Coast area. Regional differences in student enrollment approaches have been noted.

In Burgas and Varna, almost all schools will have Ukrainian students. Transportation to schools from
remote government-funded accommodation sites (e.g., Golden Sands) funded by the Ministry of
Education is available.

Around 400 students with Temporary Protection are expected to enter state universities.
Challenges shared by school principles:

- Continuation of online education by many Ukrainian refugee children remains a concern, particularly in
terms of its impact on students’ access to tertiary education opportunities.

- Changes in the newly adopted humanitarian assistance and integration program: A key risk group
includes children aged 12-16 who have submitted school enrolment applications but have not yet been
referred. In practice, many children apply for enrolment primarily to maintain eligibility for the
government-sponsored hotel accommodation. The Ministry of Education and Science will need to verify
which of these children have actually been referred; those who have not may face removal from the
humanitarian program.

- Tracking attendance: High absenteeism among Temporary Protection beneficiaries due to travel abroad
has been noted. Schools are encountering dilemmas in recording absences for refugee children, who may
face additional disadvantages for any prolonged absenteeism.

- In regard to asylum-seeking and refugee children, the number of referred children is low (4 children from
Ovcha Kupel reception centre and 9 students from Harmanli reception centre were referred).

Bulgarian Red Cross is providing financial support for vulnerable children via a voucher program.

Updates from IOM | IOM shared that they currently have 8 projects under AMIF (Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund,
2021-2027) and 1 project under U.S. Population, Refugees, and Migration (PRM), the latter is set to finish
end of 2025. They also shared that they continue to provide Bulgarian language courses with specific
requirements - in order to be eligible, a beneficiary has to be in the country for no more than 12 months.
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Occupancy for children in RRC safe zones has been stated to be low compared to previous years.
IOM currently has a program supporting those who would like to voluntary return to the country of origin.
IOM shared that they are looking for a social worker in Harmanli.

IOM has stated that they are thinking of a potential partnership between Airbnb and IOM targeting
vulnerable individuals (for instance, IOM will cover the costs for individuals who need medical treatment
in Sofia, provide short term accommodation assistance, etc). Planned presence in Plovdiv in the coming
months has also been shared.

AOB

FAR has briefly shared some updates and statistics. The Humanitarian program highlights inconsistent
accommodation fees across regions. Ukrainian refugees are still facing threats of eviction if they find
employment. FAR has been working on two new publications which are expected to be published soon.

UNHCR to reshare the
Bulgarian language course
document in order for
partners to update the
information accordingly.

Next meetings

Protection and Inclusion Working Group

Date: 30 October 2025 (TBC)

Location: Hybrid - UNHCR office (2 Pozitano Square, Sofia / fourth-floor conference room) / Online on
MS TEAMS link (to be shared when meeting date is confirmed)

Time: 10.00-11.00AM
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Touka oT AHEBHUA

Hdata 23 centempu 2025 . MecTtonosioXkeHue XnbpuaHo - B opmca Ha BKEOOH n oHnanH B MS Teams

Mpepcepaten & | BKBOOH BopeHe Ha 6enexxkn | BKBEOOH

cbnpeaceparen / 3anucKum

YyacTBawiu Bulgarian Red Cross (Stela Dimova), EUAA (Magdalena Tosheva, Valentina Caron), Foundation for Access to Rights (Valeria llareva), IOM

opraHusaummu n | (Mariya Samuilova, Annie Raykov), Mentor the Young (Kristina Georgieva), Ukraine Support and Renovation Foundation (Daria

YyJieHoBe Horbachyk), UNICEF (Lora Voynova), UNHCR (Biilent Peker, Hayoung Kim, Snezhana Zheleva, Kristina Markova, Mariya Shisheva, lva
Partsaleva, Vipawan Pontranggoon, Shudipta Sultana), State Agency for Refugees (Zeynep Ahmedova)

JlHeBeH pea MpepacTaBsHe Ha MeHTOpCcKaTa nporpama ,Mentor the Young”

AKTyanHa nHdopmaums oTHOCHO naaHoeeTe u AenHocTute Ha BKBOOH 1 Ha napTHbopuTe
AKTyanHa nidopmauus ot MOM
Bcsikakeu apyru Bbrnpocu

Ao

O606LeHne

CbrnacyBaHu peLuenus /

pea caefBally AencTBus
MpepcTaBsHe Ha OmoesiHO e npusomeHa npe3eHMayus.
MeHTOopcKaTa
nporpama ,Mentor | Mentor the Young cnogenn nogpobHa mHbopMaLus 3a CBOSATA MEHTOPCKa Mporpama, BKJIHOYBALLLA
the Young"“ CTPYKTYpaTa, CTaTUCTUYECKN JAaHHM 33 YYACTHULMTE U MOJYYEHUTE 3as1BJIEHUS.

MeHTopcKaTa nporpamMma e MHMLUMATUBA, YNSTO MUCUS € Aa HanpaBU MEHTOPCTBOTO AOCTHMHO 3a JIMLA Ha
Bb3pacT Mexxay 18 n 25 roauHu. Tsa cBbp3Ba nogpacTBalmTe ¢ NPodeCUOHANNCTU C Had, 5 roaAuHU ONnT.
Mony4yeHu ca Hap 2500 3asBneHusa n 95% npenopbyBaTt nporpamaTa. lNoapacTBalimTe KaHANAATCTBAT C
SICHW LEeNIN, a MEHTOPMTE ovepTaBaT Kak MoraT Aa rv nogkpensaTt. MeHTopuTe 4ecTo ca MOTMBMPAHU OT
>KEJJaHMETO Aa MpeasioXXaT HaCcOKU, KOUMTO Te camMuTe b6mxa McKaam ga noayyat. OpraHusupaT ce
ceAMUNYHU CbOUTUSA 3a Cb3aaBaHe Ha KOHTAKTU. [porpamaTa € Ha 6bArapcku esmk, Ho MMa U MEHTOPMU,
KOMUTO roBOpAT aHrNUNCKU. KbM MOMeEHTa HAMAaT KanauuTeT ga paboTaT Ha apyrm e3mum. Ha yebcainTa
MMa oHNaH GpopMYIAp 3a KaHAMAATCTBaHE, KOMTO KaKTO HaCTaB/IIBAHUTE, Taka U MEHTOPUTE Tps6Ba Aa
MOMbJIHAT, c/lefd, KoeTo ce npoeexaa 15-MuMHYTHO uHTepBlo. HacTaBnsBaHMTe ce HacbpyaBaT Ja
KaHAWOATCTBAT HE3aBUCMMO OT MPaBHUA CU CTATYT: BaXXHOTO € Ja MMaT SCHU Lesm U aa MoraT ga
obuLyBaT ePpeKTUBHO.
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Mma pge rpynu roguwiHo. CneaBaliarta aarta 3a ctapTupaHe e 25 oktomepu 2025 r. Kanauaatypu oT
MJ1afexun 6exkaHum ca gobpe aoLinn.

AKTyaslHa BKBOOH cnogenun HAKOJIKO HOBOCTM OTHOCHO CeKTopa Ha obpasoBaHueTo. bsxa nposeaeHu noceL,eHus
nH$popmMauums B yunnuwa B lNnosame, XapmaHau n byprac, 3a Aa ce npoBeaaT CpeLiy C AUPEKTOPUTE Ha YUUIMLLATA,
OTHOCHO KaTo npeacTosaT noceuleHms BbB BapHa n [1o6puy. MMHUCTEPCTBOTO Ha 0Opa3oBaHMETO M HayKaTa Lie
nJiaHoBeTe U cnogenn oduLMasHN CTaTUCTUYECKN AaHHM 3a Bpos Ha 3anmncaHnTe 6eXkaHUM A0 Kpasi Ha CenTeMBpU;
AerHocTUTE Ha O4YaKBa Ce YBeJIMYEHME Ha TEHAEHLMNTE 3a 3aNMUCBaHE B y4UULLLE, 0COOEHO B palioHa Ha HYepHOMOPCKOTO
BKBOOH u Ha Kpanbpexxkune. OTbens3aHn ca perMoHaaHn pasnyms B NoaxoaMTe 3a 3aNMCBaHe Ha YYEHULLN.
napTHbOpUTE

B Byprac u BapHa MouYTM BCUYKM yuyuaulla LLE WUMAT YKPAUHCKM y4YyeHUUU. MUHUCTEPCTBOTO Ha
06pa3oBaHNETO OCUIypsiBa TPaAHCMOPT A0 Y4YM/MLWIATA OT OTJajsiedeHM MecTa 3a HacCTaHsBaHe,
dUHaHCMpaHU OT AbprKaBaTa (Hanp. 3/1aTHM NACHLUM).

Ouakaa ce ok0s10 400 y4yeHMUM C BpeEMEHHA 3aKpuaa Aa NOCTbNAT B AbpPXXaBHU YHUBEPCUTETM.

Mpeaun3BuKaTeNCTBa, CNOAE/IEHN OT AMPEKTOPUTE Ha YUNAULLA:

- MpoabnykaBaHETO Ha OHJIaMH OBYYEHWETO Ha MHOIO YKpauMHCKM Jiella 6exxaHLUM ocTaBa MoBOJ, 33
3arpMXKEHOCT, 0COBEHO MO OTHOLLEHME Ha Bb3AEUCTBMETO MYy BbPXY AOCTbMA Ha Y4YeHUUUTE [0
Bb3MO>XHOCTM 3a BUCLLE 06pasoBaHue.

- [lpoMeHn B HOBoOMpMeTaTa Nporpama 3a XyMaHuTapHa NoMmoLl, 1 uHTerpaums: KarovyoBa pycKoBa rpyna
ca AeuaTta Ha Bb3pacT 12-16 rogmHu, KOUTO ca NoAa i 3asiBJIEHMS 3a 3aMMCBaHE B YYUJINLLIE, HO BCE OLLLe
He ca Haco4yeHW. Ha npakTuka MHOro deua KaHOMAATCTBAT 3a 3anMcBaHe MpeauMHO, 3a Aa 3anassaT
MpaBOTO CM Ha HAcTaHsABaHEe B XOTe 1, PMHAHCUPAH OT AbprKaBaTa.

MUHUCTEPCTBOTO Ha 06pa3oBaHMETO M HayKaTa e Tps6Ba [a NpoBepu KoM OT Te3u Aeua ca 6unm
NENCTBUTE/IHO HACOYEHM; Te3M, KOMTO He ca, PUCKYBAT Ja 6bAaT M3KIYEHM OT XyMaHUTapHaTa
nporpama.

- I'Ipocnep,ﬂBaHe Ha NnocewaeMocCTTa: OT6enssBa ce BUCOKaA OTCbCTBEHOCT cpen 6€He¢MLI,MeHTMTe C
BPEMEHHA 3aKpwJjia nopagn nbTyBaHUA B ‘-IY)K6I/IHa. qunmu_l,aTa ce cbnbCcKBaT C TPYAHOCTU NpuU
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OTUYMTAHETO Ha OTCHCTBMATA Ha AelaTa 6exxaHLUM, KoUTo MoraT ga 6baaT AOMb/IHUTENIHO OLLETEHN NpuU
NPOABb/HKUTE/IHA OTCbCTBEHOCT.

- Mo oTHOlEeHWe Ha JeuaTa, TbPCELUM MeEXKAyHapoAHa 3aKkpwia, M AeuaTta 6GexkaHuu, 6posT Ha
Haco4YyeHuUTe Aela € HUCBK (HacoyeHu ca 4 geua oT nNpueMHus UeHTbp ,OBya Kynen“ u 9 yyeHmum ot
NPUEMHUS LEHTBLP ,XapMaHan®).

Bbarapckuat YepBeH KpbCT npeaoctaBs GpuHaAHCOBA MOAKpena 3a ya3BMMM Jela 4pes3 nporpama 3a
Bayyepu.

AKTyasHa
MHbopmMauus ot
MOM

MOM cnopgenu, ye B MoMeHTa MMa 8 npoekTa no AMIF (DoHp, 3a y6exkuLe, MUrpaLmsa U MHTerpaums,
2021-2027 r.) u 1 npoekT no nporpamaTta Ha CALLL 3a HaceneHueTo, 6exxaHumnTe U MurpaumsaTa (PRM),
KaTo NocneAHusaT TpsabBa Aa NpuKAYKM B Kpas Ha 2025 r. Te cblW,0 Taka cnoaenuxa, 4e npoab/nKaBaTt
0a npeanarat KypcoBe No 6bArapckm €3uK C KOHKPETHU M3MCKBAHUSA — 3a Ja OTroBaps Ha yCJI0BUATA,
6eHepUUMEHTDHT Tpsa6Ba Aa npebuasa B CTpaHaTa He noBeye oT 12 Meceua.

3aeTocCTTa Ha MecTaTa 3a Aeula B 6e3onacHMTe 30HU Ha Pl1LL e H1MCKa B cpaBHeHMe € npeAuLLIH1 FOAUHN.

B momeHTa MOM uMa nporpama 3a nogkpena Ha Te3u, KOUTO »KesaaT ga ce BbpHaT A0OpPOBOJIHO B
CTpaHaTa CM Ha MPOU3XOA,

MOM cnogenun, 4ye TbPCKU coumaneH paboTHMK B XapMaHau.

MOM 3asBu, 4e 06MUC/I NOTEHLMAJTHO NAaPTHLOPCTBO Mexay Airbnb 1 MOM, Haco4YeHO KbM yS3BUMU
nmua (Hanpumep, MOM wie noKpue pasxoauTe 3a JiMLa, KOUTO Ce HY>KAasaT OT MeAMLIMHCKO JieYeHue B
Coodus, Wwe NpeaocTaBm MNOMOLL, 33 KPaTKOCPOYHO HacTaHsiBaHe U Ap. ). belle cnogeneHo 1 n1aHMPaHOTO
npucbcTBue B [110BAUB Npes cneaBalmTe MECELN.

Bcsakakeu apyrm
BBbMPOCU

OAP crnofenn HSAKONIKO aKTya/lHA HOBMHM M CTaTUCTUYECKM AaHHW. XyMaHWTapHaTa nporpama
noavyepTaBa HeCbOTBETCTBMATA B TaKCMTE 3a HacTaHABaHe B pPas/IMYHUTE PermoHu. YKpaumHCKUTE
6exkaHLM BCe OLLEe ca U3NpaBeHn npes onacHOCT OT OTCTPAHABAHETO UM, aKo CU HaMepsaT paboTa. AP
paboTn No ABe HOBU Ny6/IMKaLMKN, KOUTO Ce 04YaKBa Aa 6baaT Ny6/IMKyBaHM CKOPO.

BKBOOH we cnoaenu
OTHOBO  [lOKyMeHTa  3a
KypcoBeTe Mo 6bJrapcku

€3UK, 3a aa MoraTt
napTHbOpUTE aa
aKTyanusumpaTt
nHbopMaumaTa.
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Cneppawum cpelim

Pa6oTHa rpyna ,3aKkpwaa u npuo6iasaHe”

Jata: 30 okTomepu 2025 r. (npeacton ga 6bae NOTBbLPAEHO)

MecTononoxenue: Xnbpug - Oduc Ha BKBOOH (nnowapg MosnTtarHo 2, Codunsa / KoHpepeHTHa 3a1a Ha
4yeTBbPTHA eTaxK) / OHnaiH Ha MS TEAMS nuHK (e 6bae cnogesneH, KoraTto gataTa Ha cpellaTta 6bae
NnoTBbpAEeHa)

Bpeme: 10.00-11.00u.




