Nansen Refugee Award 2012

18 September, 2012

Somalia’s Hawa Aden Mohamed wins Nansen Refugee Award 

Hawa Aden Mohamed, a former refugee whose visionary work has transformed the lives of thousands of displaced Somali women and girls, is the winner of the 2012 Nansen Refugee Award. Widely known as “Mama” Hawa, she is the founder and director of an ambitious education programme in Galkayo, Somalia, that helps women and girls secure their rights, develop vital skills and play a more active role in society. View a slideshow of Mama Hawa’s work at the Galkayo Education Centre for Peace and Development, which offers literacy courses and vocational training as well as food and other forms of humanitarian relief to internally displaced people [IDP].
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01. Mama Hawa Aden Mohamed oversees a tailoring class at the Galkayo Education Centre for Peace and Development (GECPD) in Somalia. The seamstresses produce reusable “dignity” kits, consisting of underwear that will be distributed with homemade pads. These are given to displaced women and refugees around Galkayo and further afield. UNHCR / F. Juez / July, 2012 
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02. A tailoring class at the GECPD centre in Galkayo, Somalia. Displaced women are particularly vulnerable and have often been victims of domestic violence and rape. The skills training gives them hope for a better future. UNHCR / F. Juez / July, 2012 
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03. Mama Hawa speaks to a group of internally displaced women at the Halabokhad settlement in Galkayo, Somalia. She believes that “illiteracy in women is the reason why they can't demand their rights.” UNHCR / F. Juez / July, 2012
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04. Young IDP girls learn new tailoring skills in Galkayo, Somalia. This training provides an income for the girls. “Seeing these girls earning a living, it is a good feeling,” said Mama Hawa. UNHCR / F. Juez / July, 2012 
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05. Mama Hawa works to empower women and girls, whom she regards as the backbone of society. UNHCR /F. Juez / July, 2012
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06. Mama Hawa is the formidable force behind an ambitious education programme for women and girls in Galkayo, Somalia. UNHCR / F. Juez / July, 2012
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07. Mama Hawa hands a trophy to the winning team in a football tournament. The GECPD offers vocational training for boys, and provides food and non-food relief to the displaced. UNHCR / F. Juez / July, 2012
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08. Mothers of the winning soccer team celebrate their sons’ triumph. UNHCR / F. Juez / July, 2012
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09. The victorious women’s basketball team parade with a trophy before jubilant supporters at the training centre Mama Hawa established in Galkayo, Somalia. UNHCR / F. Juez / July, 2012
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10. Displaced Somali girls play basketball at the GECPD resource centre in Galkayo, Somalia. UNHCR / F. Juez / July, 2012 
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11. Two students work on a project at the centre’s carpentry training programme. Forty boys from different IDP settlements in Galkayo have graduated this year. UNHCR / F. Juez / July, 2012
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12. Internally displaced Somali boys listen to a lecture about soccer strategy at the Education Centre for Peace and Development in Galkayo. UNHCR / F. Juez / July, 2012
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13. A young IDP boy at the Halabokhad settlement in Galkayo, Somalia. Most children in the settlements grow up in harsh living conditions, with limited access to basic facilities such as schools and hospitals. UNHCR / F. Juez / July, 2012
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14. IDP women and children gather outside their makeshift homes at the Halabokhad settlement in Galkayo. UNHCR / F. Juez / July, 2012
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15. An IDP girl at the Halabokhad settlement in Galkayo. With limited access to formal education, most IDP girls are confined to conducting household chores. Since the GECPD began its work in 1999, the percentage of girls receiving education in the area has risen from approximately 7 per cent to 40 per cent, according to the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). UNHCR / F. Juez / July, 2012
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16. A smiling IDP girl plays with her younger brother at the Halabokhad settlement in Galkayo, Somalia. Decades of civil war and famine have robbed children of a permanent place to call home. UNHCR / F. Juez / July, 2012

