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UNICEF Syria Crisis Semi-Weekly Situation Report # 1

Syria / Jordan / Lebanon 
23 July 2012

The combination of escalating levels of violence, disruption of services and livelihoods threatens to put more children’s lives at risk. The UN recently estimated that around 1.5 million people in Syria are in need of assistance (OCHA, July 2012). Furthermore, 120,588 people have fled the violence in Syria to date and are receiving assistance in neighbouring Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey and Iraq; 114,894 are registered as refugees (UNHCR, July 2012). It is estimated that around half of all displaced Syrians are children and adolescents, who continue to face interruption of schooling; limited access to basic services; and psychosocial distress caused by witnessing violence and displacement. 






SYRIA – Covering 21 to 23 July 2012 

Latest Developments 
· Violence continued in Damascus as fresh clashes erupted in the Rif Damascus neighbourhoods of Daraya and Moua’damiyeh. Heavy fighting also occurred in the Damascus neighbourhoods of Kafar Souseh, Basateen Al-Mazzeh, Al-Razi and Al-Qadam. 

· All staff are safe. The DO/SMT decision of ‘working from home’ remains in force.   

UNICEF Programme Response in Syria
· Despite the context of ongoing violence in Damascus, UNICEF is actively pursuing its assistance to vulnerable populations through a diversification of its partnership with operational NGOs and CBOs. On 21 and 22 July, UNICEF was able to reach more than 20 schools sheltering IDPs in eight different areas of Damascus and rural Damascus with eight different implementing partners. Thereby UNICEF reached some 2,500 of the most affected families (15,000 persons) with humanitarian assistance through the distribution of children’s food (biscuits, cheese, and halaweh), hygiene and baby kits, recreational kits, as well as blankets and mattresses provided by UNHCR. 
· As part of its emergency response plan, UNICEF delivered 300 hygiene kits, 300 children’s food kits and 300 Baby Kits to 1,200 families in the areas of Qudsaya, Dwelaa, Ashrafiet Sahnaia and Sahnay. 

· UNICEF SCO was able to finally send supplies to Al Tal, including 300 hygiene kits, 300 baby kits, 300 baby food kits, and two recreational kits expected to benefit 400 children. 
· Recreational kits for 2,000 children were delivered today to four areas (Masaken Barzeh, Sahnaya, Ashrafiat Sahnaya, Qudsaia).
· UNICEF and OCHA are coordinating with the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) regarding the initiation of assistance to sanitation in schools.
· From July 22 Sitrep: Emergency response: Supplies were mobilized covering areas that were not reached due to insecurity on Saturday. These distributions will benefit 900 families with Family Package (food for children, hygiene and baby kits, mattresses, blankets). The distribution targeted areas and schools where IDPs are sheltering in Qudsaya, Tadamoun and Dwela. On Saturday UNICEF was able to deliver supplies in four areas of Damascus: Masaken Barzeh, Mazzeh, Ashrafiet Sahnaia, Sahnay

Funding 

	Syria Humanitarian Response Plan Funding Requirements and Status in US$ 

	Sectors
	Requirement
	Received
	% Funded
	Shortfall

	Child Protection
	3,000,000
	1,066,536
	36%
	1,933,464

	Education
	3,000,000
	1,104,699
	37%
	1,895,301

	Health and Nutrition
	5,000,000
	1,140,663
	23%
	3,859,337

	WASH
	2,950,000
	100,000
	3%
	2,850,000

	Non Food Items
	4,000,000
	1,318,673
	33%
	2,681,327

	Coordination and communication
	650,000
	60,000
	9%
	590,000

	Safety, Security Telecoms
	240,000
	138,416
	58%
	101,584

	Total
	18,840,000
	4,928,986
	26%
	13,911,014


JORDAN – Covering 20 to 22 July 2012 

 

Latest Developments 
· With the escalating violence in Syria, Jordan has seen a sharply increased number of Syrians crossing the border, with over 10,000 Syrians arriving since the beginning of July, including 4,500 in the past week alone. An increase has been observed in the number of female heads of households arriving with their children, while their male counterparts remain in Syria. Arrivals are mostly from Dara'a, Homs, and Damascus. 
· The four existing transit sites in the north of Jordan currently accommodate around 5,200 refugees -- the highest number recorded since the beginning of the crisis. As the total intended capacity for the sites is 2,160 people, the current load is placing an enormous burden on the sites. Moreover, as of 19 July, the Government of Jordan has limited the “bailing” system which previously allowed Syrian refugees to move out from transit sites to host communities in return for a small fee. Only 30 have been bailed out in the last two days.

· 3,000 Syrian refugees will soon move into the newly established Za'atari tented site. As of 21 July, a total of 409 tents from UNHCR were erected in the site, with a plan to install up to 600 tents to accommodate 3,000 people. 
UNICEF Programme Response in Jordan
· Over the past two days, UNICEF response in Jordan has moved to acute emergency mode to meet the urgent humanitarian needs in the newly established Za'atari site in the north. 
· In response to recent developments, in transit sites and the new Za'atari site, UNICEF immediately mobilized suppliers and partners to meet the most urgent needs in WASH and Child Protection. The UNICEF Jordan team is on-site on a daily basis. 
· UNICEF delivered 27 mobile toilets and 20 showers to Za'atari site on 21 July, expected to benefit up to 1,000 people. The installation of UNICEF bladders and water connection to the showers and toilets will be completed today through UNICEF partner THW. UNICEF Jordan already prepositioned 15 bladders of 10,000 litres and other WASH items at the site. A water trucking contract is in place to move water if and when the need arises.  

· UNICEF emergency supplies to meet the initial needs of 25,000 people have reached the Za'atari camp, including Child Friendly Space tents, school in a box, WASH kits, and other emergency items. Further supplies will be ordered to meet anticipated needs. 

Funding 
	Regional Response Plan Funding requirements in US$ - Summary per sector per country

	Updated 28 June 2012
	Total Requirement
	% of Total Requirement
	Jordan
	Lebanon
	Turkey
	Iraq

	Child Protection
	3,980,000
	20%
	1,600,000
	880,000
	1,500,000
	 

	Education
	5,925,000
	30%
	5,200,000
	725,000
	 
	 

	Health & Nutrition
	750,000
	4%
	400,000
	100,000
	 
	250,000

	Water, Hygiene & Sanitation
	9,371,000
	47%
	7,600,000
	771,000
	 
	1,000,000

	Total Cost
	20,026,000
	 
	14,800,000
	2,476,000
	1,500,000
	1,250,000

	Amount Funded by Country
	8,724,775
	1,800,574
	384,788
	0

	% Funded by Country  
	59%
	73%
	26%
	0%

	% Funded of Total RRP Requirements 
	54%


LEBANON – Covering 22 to 23 July 2012 

Latest Developments 
· UNHCR confirmed that large numbers of Syrians have crossed into Lebanon (estimated 18,000 people), but few have stayed in the Bekaa, and even fewer have approached agencies for shelter and assistance so far. This may change, and UNICEF is working on contingency plans for scaling up the operation in cases of further influxes. Most arrivals proceeded beyond Bekaa, and most were thought to be self-sufficient. They are mostly from Damascus, and many believe that they will go back in one or two weeks. 

· Over the weekend, the traffic across the border was much less intense, with some 2,000-2,500 Syrians crossing into Lebanon each day, and almost as many crossing back into Syria. Possibly only about 10% of all arrivals have stayed in the Bekaa. Only very small numbers seem to be in need of shelter assistance, most have found their own solution with host families or hotels. 

· The Ministry of Social Affairs (MoSA), in coordination with the Ministry of Education, is conducting field visits to schools in the Bekaa area that could potentially be used as temporary shelters. MoSA is mobilizing volunteers and local NGO workers to ensure permanent presence at the border areas to provide Syrians crossing the border with basic information on available shelters and services. 
· MoSA is also mobilizing local Social Development Centres (SDCs) to support the emergency response in the Bekaa. The SDC in Baalbeck will be used as a hub for outreach activities and community-based interventions both in the areas of primary health care (including vaccination), child protection and Early Childhood Development (ECD). Some SDCs also run kindergartens. MoSA highlighted urgent need for replenishment of basic drugs in the SDCs. 
· UNICEF is supporting some local SDCs with capacity building activities, including on psychosocial issues.
UNICEF Programme Response in Lebanon
· UNICEF is liaising closely with MoSA on the preparedness and response plans. UNICEF will meet with MoSA tomorrow to discuss immediate needs and offer support.
· An additional partnership agreement for psychosocial interventions in the Bekaa was finalized today (direct beneficiaries: 600 children - the intervention includes also the setting up of a cohort of certified psychosocial assistants from among post-graduate students from the local University of Zahle; a much larger number of children are expected hence to indirectly benefit from this intervention). 
· Plans for scaling up UNICEF Child Protection interventions are being finalized. The plan includes a significant scale up of CFS (from the current 21 to a minimum of 71) for delivery of both educational and psychosocial support activities (primarily through schools), targeting 10,000 children, which would represent 50% of the total child refugee population in the CFS age group (5-17 years) based on UNHCR contingency planning figures of 50,000 refugees. UNICEF is discussing with NRC and DRC possibility of expanding current SDC-based psychosocial activities.
· UNICEF is negotiating a partnership with MAG and LMAC (Lebanese Mine Action Centre) to conduct a rapid assessment of needs in targeted areas as a basis for implementation of child-focused Mine Risk Education (MRE) activities. 
· UNICEF, in partnership with ACF and ACTED, conducted two rapid WASH assessments in the months of May and June 2012, covering Bekaa Valley and Tripoli and northern Lebanon. The overall objective of the project was to identify emergency WASH needs and gaps of most vulnerable Syrian refugees and host families in 53 communities in Eastern Lebanon, and approx. 20 locations in Akkar and 2 neighbourhoods in Tripoli which were most affected by influx of refugees. Main findings included: Water quality very unsatisfactory for consumption (high levels of Faecal Coliform found in sites surveyed); Water Quantity not sufficient to provide for both host families and Refugees; Storage Capacity for Water inadequate (especially in Collective centres with larger populations); Minimum household Water storage capacity in displaced population; Occurrence of  water related illness substantial (up to 40% since arriving in some collective centres); Inadequate sanitation facilities or in need of repair. 
· WASH Project Cooperation Agreement (PCA) with ACF was submitted today to carry out the following activities, benefiting around 16,400 people: Water Trucking (Voucher system); Provision and installation of Plastic Water Storage tanks (1000ltr); Supply of House Hold Water filters; Hygiene promotion activities. ; Distribution of NFI's (including Jerry Cans and Buckets); Water testing; Distribution of Aqua tabs. 
Funding 

	Regional Response Plan Funding requirements in US$ - Summary per sector per country

	Updated 28 June 2012
	Total Requirement
	% of Total Requirement
	Jordan
	Lebanon
	Turkey
	Iraq

	Child Protection
	3,980,000
	20%
	1,600,000
	880,000
	1,500,000
	 

	Education
	5,925,000
	30%
	5,200,000
	725,000
	 
	 

	Health & Nutrition
	750,000
	4%
	400,000
	100,000
	 
	250,000

	Water, Hygiene & Sanitation
	9,371,000
	47%
	7,600,000
	771,000
	 
	1,000,000

	Total Cost
	20,026,000
	 
	14,800,000
	2,476,000
	1,500,000
	1,250,000

	Amount Funded by Country
	8,724,775
	1,800,574
	384,788
	0

	% Funded by Country  
	59%
	73%
	26%
	0%

	% Funded of Total RRP Requirements 
	54%


The next Situation Report is planned for 26 July 2012 
For further information, please contact:
	Bastien Vigneau

Regional Chief Emergency

UNICEF Middle East and Northern Africa

Cell:  + 962 799193698

Email: bvigneau@unicef.org
	Simon Ingram

Regional Chief of Communication

UNICEF Middle East and Northern Africa

Cell: + 962 795904740

Email: singram@unicef.org


Situation Highlights: 





An estimated 1.5 million people in Syria are in need of assistance (OCHA, July 2012)


Currently, 120,588 Syrians are receiving assistance in Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey and Iraq, over half of them children and adolescents. Of these, 114,894 have been registered as refugees (UNHCR, July 2012). 


Following the recent events of 18 July 2012 in Damascus, some 18,000 Syrians have crossed the border into Lebanon through the Massnaa point of entry, on the main road between Damascus and Beirut, in the Bekaa valley.


Jordan has also seen an increased number of Syrians crossing the border, with over 10,000 Syrians arriving in Jordan (illegal entrants only) since the beginning of July (4,500 of them only in the past week).


UNICEF Jordan and Lebanon are stepping up efforts to meet the heightened needs. 





Programme Highlights (between the 20th and 23rd of July 2012): 





In the past three days and despite ongoing violence and insecurity, UNICEF was able to reach some 3,700 Syrian families (more than 22,000 persons) with critical humanitarian assistance through children’s food (biscuits, cheese and halaweh), hygiene and baby kits, and recreational kits. 


In response to the Jordanian Government’s request to the UN to accelerate work on the newly established  tented site (Za'atari) in Jordan, UNICEF immediately responded by supporting the setting up of the camp’s Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) infrastructure through providing 27 mobile toilets and 20 showers, which can serve up to 1,000 people. UNICEF emergency supplies to meet the initial needs of 25,000 people have also reached the Za'atari camp, including Child Friendly Space tents, school in a box, WASH kits, and other emergency items. 
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Estimated number of people in Syria requiring assistance (Source: OCHA, 16 July 2012)


Number of assisted Syrians in the sub-region (Source: UNHCR, 23 July 2012) 








Highlights: 





In the past three days and despite ongoing violence and insecurity, UNICEF Syria was able to reach some 3,700 Syrian families (more than 22,000 persons) with critical humanitarian assistance through children’s food (biscuits, cheese and halaweh), hygiene and baby kits, and recreational kits. 





Highlights: 


Currently, 37,380 Syrians are receiving assistance in Jordan, over half of them children and adolescents. Of these, 34,736 have been registered as refugees (UNHCR, July 2012). 


In response to the Jordanian Government’s request to the UN to accelerate work on the newly established  tented site at Za'atari, UNICEF responded by supporting the setting up of the camp’s Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) infrastructure, providing 27 mobile toilets and 20 showers, which can serve up to 1,000 people. 


UNICEF emergency supplies to meet the initial needs of 25,000 people have reached the Za'atari camp, including Child Friendly Space tents, school in a box, WASH kits, and other emergency items. Further supplies will be ordered to meet anticipated needs. 


3,000 baby hygiene kits are being distributed in transit sites.





Highlights: 


Currently, 32,486 Syrians are receiving assistance in Lebanon, over half of them children and adolescents. Of these, 29,986 have been registered as refugees (UNHCR, July 2012). 


Of the estimated 18,000 people who arrived in Lebanon over the past few days following the events of 18 July in Damascus, few have stayed in the Bekaa, and even fewer have approached humanitarian agencies for shelter and assistance so far; most arrivals proceeded beyond Bekaa, and most were thought to be self-sufficient. The situation may change quickly, and UNICEF is working on contingency plans for scaling up the operation in cases of further influxes. 


Over the weekend, the traffic across the border was much less intense, with some 2,000-2,500 Syrians crossing into Lebanon each day, and almost as many crossing back into Syria.


The Government of Lebanon is increasingly engaged in the response and UNICEF is working closely with the Ministry of Social Affairs and Education on the response plan.


An influx of Palestinians into Lebanon is another issue of high concern for the Lebanon Country Office (LCO), which is being considered as part of the contingency plan.      
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