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Minutes of the Education Sector Working Group Meeting 

The Ministry of Education and Higher Education, 17th of April 2013 at 10:00 a.m.




Participants:
Alpha association, Amel, AVSI, Balamand University, British council, Caritas Lebanon Migrant Centre, Edu Leb, IECD, Iqra', Islamic relief, MEHE (minute-taker), NRC, Save the Children, Tahaddi Education center, Terre des Hommes, UNESCO, UNHCR (chair) and UNICEF (co-chair)

For the general updates - see attached PowerPoint presentation for details.

	
	Issue
	Action
	By Who
	When

	1
	Official grade 9 and 12 exams: The decision of the Cabinet is that Syrian students, like the Lebanese can sit for the official exams if they have all the required documents.

UNICEF reported about what is happening in Jordan: it is the same as Lebanon, they cannot sit for official exams in grade 12 unless they have all the required documents, and there is no grade 9 exam. However, the office is positive that the Jordanian ministry will take a positive approach.

UNHCR reiterated that a solution has to come locally due to the political sensitivities and protection issues entailed in retrieving the needed documents from Syria.
	Joint statement on the examination decree to be developed.

Explore the opportunity of letting Syrian students, without documents, sit for the exam this year, and give them the certificate at a later stage after finding a solution
	EWG



MEHE
	ASAP





	2
	Preparations for grade 9 and 12 exams: For the students with valid documentation the preparations are on-going.
	Partners to consolidate lists of grade 9 and 12 students to sit for exam and share with MEHE/UNHCR for registration and payment of examination fees.
	All/MEHE/
UNHCR
	On-going

	3
	Vocational opportunities: The EWG is seeking to explore possibilities for vocational training for over-aged children who will not benefit from the formal education.
	MEHE to invite director for vocational training to the EWG 
	MEHE
	1 May

	4
	Enrolment information: Many Syrians are enrolled in semi-private and private schools and the EWG has asked for this information in order to have a more realistic grasp on the total number of Syrians enrolled in education.
	List of Syrian children enrolled in semi- and private schools to be circulated. 
	MEHE
	ASAP

	5
	Database at the Ministry of Education: The Ministry will receive support from the UN IMs to convert the 3W database to their needs to avoid duplication in permissions given to NGOs. UNHCR and UNICEF will also consolidate the 3W Matrix and share it with the Ministry.
	All partners to update the activity matrix on a monthly basis. IM meeting to be set between MEHE, UNHCR and UNICEF to consolidate the Matrix.
	All/UNICEF and UNHCR IM
	ASAP

	6
	Emergency Preparedness: In order to prepare access for the BtS (further details under point 10), there is an urgent need for the ministry to allow the opening of second shifts in all affected areas.
	MEHE to guide on whether or not a general decree on opening second shift in all schools where the numbers of refugees in surrounding area is high and there is an identified need, or whether the EWG
	MEHE
	ASAP

	7
	Lice and scabies in schools: The problem is spreading and urgent response is required.
	Link with the health committee at MEHE to see if they have a strategy to fight lice in schools
	MEHE
	ASAP

	8
	INEE Contextualization Exercise
	NRC to send out final draft from the INEE contextualization exercise. Partners to comment.
	NRC/All
	1 May

	9
	ALP Taskforce: The ALP taskforce has been meeting regularly with members of the working group and CERD
	ALP MoMs to be shared with EWG and partners interested in joining should be included.
	MEHE
	Regular basis

	10
	Back to School: Based on a well-prepared RRP5 appeal by the EWG, the planning for the next 6 months response has started on a positive note. The projection for the end of next school year is 550,000 children in school-age. Already a rough estimate indicates that as much as 90,000 children are out of school. This calls for massive advocacy and planning for this year’s Back to School Campaign.
	Back to School planning to be initiated
	UNICEF/UNHCR
	8 May

	11
	JENA was stalled due to the strike and will be resumed.
	Questionnaires to be translated and printed.
Database to be updated.
Meeting and refresher training with team leaders. 
	UNHCR/UNICEF
	ASAP



NEXT MEETING: 8th of May 2013 
Venue: Ministry of Education, 11th floor.
The following dates: 5th of June, 3rd of July and 31st of July
 


Participants – Approval of minutes 
	Org
	Name
	Title
	E-mail
	Phone
	Sign

	Alpha association 
	Pesquet Jean Baptist 
	Assistant
	jeanbaptist.pesquet@gmail.com
	 
	 

	Amel
	Iman Al Khatib
	Education Coordinator
	i.alkhatib2@gmail.com
	03-331985
	

	AVSI
	Chiara Nava
	Emergency Project Consultant
	chiara.nava@avsi.org
	(+961) - 70 439603
	

	Balamand University
	Habouba Aoun
	Project coordinator
	Habbouba.Aoun@balamand.edu.lb
	 
	 

	Balamand University
	Nina Lahham Salame
	Technical Advisor 
	ninalahham@live.com
	03 917845
	

	British council
	Claire Ross
	English project manager
	claire.ross@lb.britishcouncil.org
	70-315221
	

	Caritas Lebanon Migrant Centre
	Maureen Mahfouz
	Education Focal Point
	mmahfouz@eclmc.org
	01-502550
	

	Caritas Lebanon Migrant Centre
	Mirella Chekrallah 
	education program officer
	mchekrallah@eclmc.org
	01/50 25 50
	

	Edu Leb
	Ahmad Zaatari
	 
	azaatari@eduleb.net
	 
	

	IECD
	Candine Grangier
	M & E officer
	caroline.grangier@iecd-po.org
	76562884
	

	Iqra' 
	Rima Mussallam 
	General Coordinator
	rima.mussallam@gmail.com
	03-942266
	

	Islamic relief
	Mohamad el Waei
	Head of Mission
	mohamed.elwaei@islamicrelief-leb.org
	71541792
	 

	MEHE
	Soha Bou Chabke
	Senior Program Assistant 
	SBouChabke@MEHE.gov.lb
	03-535549
	

	MEHE
	Joanne Yammine
	 
	jyammine@mehe.gov.lb
	03-932471
	

	NRC
	Frosse Dabit
	Education Program Manager
	frosse.dabit@nrc.no
	76-080852
	

	NRC
	Haifa Farhat
	 
	hayfa.farhat@nrc.no
	03-002278
	

	Save the children
	Pieternella Teeuwen
	Education Manager
	p.teeuwen@savethechildren.org.uk
	70742510
	

	Tahaddi Edu center
	Catherine Mourtada
	Director of TEC
	cmourtada@tahaddilebanon.org
	03-528739
	 

	Tahaddi Edu center
	Sazan Baban
	Social Worker
	sbaban@tahaddilebanon.org
	03-826451
	

	Tahaddi Edu center
	Ghina Katergi
	Asst director
	ghinakatergi@yahoo.com
	03-524618
	 

	Terre des Hommes
	Chistina Lisi
	Project manager
	c.lisi@tdhitaly.org
	 
	

	UNESCO
	Mejda M'Rah
	Education Programme Specialist
	m.m'rah@unesco.org
	78807413
	

	UNHCR
	Linda Kjosaas
	Education Expert
	kjosaas@unhcr.org
	78891687
	 

	UNHCR
	 Agatha Abi-Aad
	Senior Community Services Assistant
	abiaad@unhcr.org 
	03-149687
	

	UNICEF
	Rania Zakhia
	Education in Emergency Officer
	rzakhia@unicef.org
	 03 862042                    76-885571
	

	UNICEF
	Conor Fyans
	School rehab Eng.
	cfyans@unicef.org
	76030769
	 

	UNICEF
	Kumiko Iwasana
	Edu specialist
	kiwasana@unicef.org
	76899495
	 

	Alpha association 
	Pesquet Jean Baptist 
	Assistant
	jeanbaptist.pesquet@gmail.com
	 
	 

	Amel
	Iman Al Khatib
	Education Coordinator
	i.alkhatib2@gmail.com
	03-331985
	

	AVSI
	Chiara Nava
	Emergency Project Consultant
	chiara.nava@avsi.org
	(+961) - 70 439603
	

	Balamand University
	Habouba Aoun
	Project coordinator
	Habbouba.Aoun@balamand.edu.lb
	 
	 



2

image1.png
Lebanon

Education Working Group




