
Vulnerability Criteria being used by Cash Assistance Partners for Syrian Refugees in Jordan, 25/8/13 

Vulnerability Category Organisation 

CARE DRC OXFAM SC IFRC 

Health 

Disability 
Demonstrated severe medical 
condition 
Demonstrated mild medical 
condition 
Psycho-social disorder / trauma 

Disability 
Demonstrated severe medical 
condition 
Demonstrated mild medical 
condition 

Demonstrated chronic medical 
condition 
Demonstrated severe medical 
Psychosocial disorder/trauma 
(moderate/severe) 
Demonstrated disability or injury-
moderate impairment of mobility 
or capacity 
Demonstrated disability or injury-
permanent or long term serious 
impairment of mobility or 
capacity 
 
 
 

Sick person in Household-
requires medical care 

Households with a family member 
who has a chronic health condition 
and requires ongoing medical care 
Households with a family member 
who was injured in the conflict in 
Syria and requires ongoing medical 
care 
Households with a disabled family 
member who requires ongoing care 
 

Household Elderly (60+) without family 
support 
Elderly (60+) with family support 
More than one family in 
household, with no income or 
only one source of income 
One family with no source of 
income or support 
More than 5 members in family 
Single Parent Household( Children 
<15) 

Elderly (60+) without family 
support 
Elderly (60+) with family support 
More than one family in household, 
with no income or only one source 
of income 
More than 6 members in family 
(children under 18) 
Single Parent Household (Children 
<15) 
 

Households with 6 or more 
members with no income or only 
one source of income (excluding 
WFP vouchers) 
Households with 10 or more 
members 
Families with 2 or more children 
aged 0-5 
Single parent family 
Accommodation condition (very 
poor)  

Family size over 4 Large households with 4 or more 
children 
Households with children under five 
 

Women 

Female headed households 
Pregnant women and nursing 
mothers 
Women at risk of SGBV 

Female headed households 
Women at risk of SGBV 

Pregnant women expecting 
within 2 months 
Female headed household (no 
able bodied male in 18-59 age 
group in the household 
Women at risk of SGBV 

Female Headed household with 
children 
Widows 
Divorcee 
Separated from husband 

Women-headed households 
 

Children Children under the age of 2 years 
of age 
Children at risk (child labour, GBV) 
Unaccompanied minors 

Children under the age of 2 years 
of age 
Unaccompanied minors 

Children at risk (child labour, 
SGBV) 
Unaccompanied minors 

  



Housing Threats related to place residence 
Documented risk of eviction 

Threats related to place residence 
Documented risk of eviction 

   

Legal Documented debt over 500JD 
Not receiving UNHCR/NGO 
assistance (Includes: new arrivals 
not yet registered, refugees on 
waiting list for registration, newly 
registered refugees but not 
receiving assistance) 

Documented debt over 500 JD 
Not receiving UNHCR assistance 

 In the system but not yet 
receiving assistance 

 

Unregistered 

 

Households with more than 3 
families 
More than 7 members in the 
household 
Female headed 
households/women at risk of SGBV 
Male headed households unable to 
work:elderly or disabled 

   

UNHCR 

 

 Unregistered with UNHCR (and 
no appointment within next 2 
months) 

  

Income   Income less than 50 JD/month   

Elderly 

 

 Elderly (60+)-living with other 
adult family members (18-59) 
Elderly (60+)-living without other 
adult family members  

  

      

 



Vulnerability Category Organisation 

UNHCR ACTED MEDAIR  

Health Mental illness 
Malnutrition 
Difficult pregnancy 
Chronic illness 
Critical medical condition 
Other medical condition 

Disability 
Demonstrated severe medical condition 
Demonstrated mild medical condition 
Psycho-social disorder / trauma 

Person with physical or mental 
disability or chronic illness 

 

Torture Psychological and/or physical impairment due to torture 
Witness of violence to other 

   

Household 

 

Elderly (60+) without family support 
Elderly (60+) with family support 
More than one family in household, with no income or 
only one source of income 
One family with no source of income or support 
More than 5 members in family 
Single Parent Household( Children <15) 

Large households or those that 
care for extra children (3+ 
children <12 yrs) 
Large Families with children in 
school 
 

 

Women 
Woman at risk 
Single woman at risk 

Female headed households 
Pregnant women and nursing mothers 
Women at risk of SGBV 

Female/ single headed household 
Single women 

 

Children Child parent 
Child spouse 
Child carer 
Teenage pregnancy 
Child engaged in worst forms of child labor 
Child engaged in other forms of child labor 
Child at risk of not attending school 
Child with special education needs 
Child associated with armed forces or groups 
Child in conflict with the law 

Children under the age of 2 years of age 
Children at risk (child labour, GBV) 
Unaccompanied minors 

Children at risk  

Family Unity Tracing required 
Family reunification required 

   

Unaccompanied or 
separated child 

Unaccompanied child 
Child-headed household 
Child in institutional care 
Child in Foster care 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 UASC 
 

 

Housing 
 

Threats related to place residence 
Documented risk of eviction 

  



 

Legal No legal documentation 
No access to services 
Multiple displacements 
At risk of refoulement 
At risk of removal/deportation 
Detained/held in country of asylum 
Detained/held in country of origin 
Detained/held elsewhere 
Violence, abuse or neglect 
Marginalized from society or community 
Security threat to UNHCR/partner staff or others 

Documented debt over 500JD 
Not receiving UNHCR/NGO assistance (Includes: new 
arrivals not yet registered, refugees on waiting list for 
registration, newly registered refugees but not receiving 
assistance) 

  

Unregistered     

UNHCR     

Income Less than 50JD/pers/month    

Elderly 

 

 Elderly households  

Disability  
Visual impairment (including blindness) 
Hearing impairment (including deafness) 
Physical disability – moderate 
Physical disability – severe 
Mental disability – moderate 
Mental disability – severe 
Speech impairment/disability 
 
 
 

 Person with Disability  

Older person at risk Single older person 
Older person with children 
Older person unable to care for self 

   

Single Parent or caregiver Single – parent 
Single – grandparent 
Single – caregiver 

   

LGBT 
 

 LGBT  


