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SOUTH WASH Sector Working Group – Minutes of Meeting: 9 May 2014

	Purpose of Meeting
	Coordinate WASH activities in South region

	Meeting Location 
	Tyre, UNHCR 
	Meeting Date
	9 May 2014

	Chair person
	Mustafa Iqbal Azam (iqbalaza@unhcr.org)
	Meeting Time
	12.00

	Co-Chair person
	Bassam Zantout (bassam_zantout@wvi.org)

	Minutes Prepared by
	Abbas Safieddine (safiedda@unhcr.org)
	Meeting Duration
	1h25 



Feedback on action points of last meeting: All action points achieved
Information Management updates WASH
· Three new features will be added in the coming months to Activity Info:
1- Contingency tool: will include all contingency stock
2- Planned interventions tool: for better coordination and prevent overlapping
3- Assessment tool: where all assessments conducted in the field will be recorded.
· There are still reporting errors on Activity Info where the P-Codes are not reported.
· The presented map for WASH activities is not reflecting the real gaps. The main problem is that the WASH repairs in SSUs are being reported under shelter. So areas with large numbers of refugees and where there are no ITSs will be shown as red areas where no WASH interventions are performed.
· WASH CSPs are being reported under social cohesion and they will not be reflected on the WASH map.
· All partners requested WASH/ Shelter oriented training on Activity Info

Action point: 
- IM to organize a WASH/ Shelter oriented AI training before the next reporting deadline
- UNHCR South Field team to share ITS & CS Lists with IM team to harmonize reporting on AI
Outcomes of MSNA and UNHCR Participatory Assessment / RRP6 WASH Priorities
· A presentation of the outcomes of the MSNA and UNHCR participatory assessment was conducted
· A presentation on the WASH Strategy for South Lebanon was conducted
· A presentation on the WASH priorities for the RRP6 Review was conducted
Discussions on technical issues
·  A presentation was conducted on technical issues and ways to improve WASH technology and move to more sustainable and cost effective solutions
· Water Filters: 
- ceramic water filters are currently being distributed, the main deficiencies: 1- Low filtration rate after couple of months due to clogging the filter pores (1 lt-1 hr reported) - 2 - Replacement of filter candles is required
- Two alternatives recommended: 1- Flat filter media -2- Ultra filter/Hollow fibre membrane filter
· Improved Sanitation system: where a septic tank is constructed in a concealed biological way to allow anaerobic bacteria to grow and work on the fermentation of the sewage, then the liquids will be drained safely into soak pits or French drains.
· Bio-digester Septic Tank: this technology is an improved sanitation system with the additional benefit of getting Biological gas (methane) which can be used for cooking or heating purposes, or even production of electrical power.
· Solar Water Heaters: they are seen as good solution to help improve hygiene conditions among refugees
Criteria: high altitude areas, 3 or more HH per unit

Action point: 
· Check on the availability of fiber water filters on the market.
· Intersos will be conducting PDM for the solar water heaters project.
Outcomes from HK Taskforce /PDM from Mercy Corps
· A presentation on the outcomes of the South HK Task Force was conducted, mainly focusing on the contents of the HK, the priority sites and the applicable methodology.
· PDM results from the assessment conducted by Mercy Corps after the HK distributions resulted in interesting figures that will be confirmed, finalized and sent as a final PDM report in the coming weeks
Update from the Sector 
· Due to competing priorities, no representative of the Sector was present
· [bookmark: _GoBack]A presentation was conducted to explain the correlation between WASH activities and AI indicators for better and harmonized reporting among the partners

Call for proposal from Italian Cooperation for host municipality
· Website link for interested partners:  http://www.utlbeirut.org/newutl_eng/?p=2244

Agencies who attended this meeting
UN Habitat, UNICEF, World Vision, INTERSOS, CISP, MC, ACF, UNHCR

Action Points
	Action 
	By who
	By when

	Update activities on Activity Info
	All Partners
	6 June 2014

	Undertake WASH interventions in red areas of Leb WASH Planning 
	Concerned partners
	Within coming 2 months

	Organize a WASH/ Shelter oriented AI
	IM
	Before AI deadline

	Share ITS & CS Lists with IM team
	UNHCR WASH
	Within coming 2 weeks

	Check on the availability of fiber water filters on the market

	UNHCR WASH & partners
	Soon this month

	PDM for the solar water heaters project
	Intersos
	Within coming 2 months
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