Meeting Minutes

Health Working Group - Syrian Refugees
June 27,2014

The central Health Working Group met, as planned on a monthly basis to discuss issues and
plan actions for follow up concerning the Syrian Refugees crisis in Lebanon. The meeting
was held at the premises of WHO — Museum Square, Glass Building, floor -1 - on Friday June
27", 2014 between 09:00 AM and 11:00 AM.

Topics of Discussion

1- Action items and previous minutes of meeting
2- Vaccination updates

3- Updates on Outbreaks

4- Reproductive Health

5- Mental Health

6- Nutrition
7- AOB
Organizations present

See detailed List of Attendees annexed.

Main Discussions

Topic 1: Action items and previous minutes of meeting

Topic Details Main discussions :

— The minutes of the meeting held on May 30" 2014 were
approved by the meeting participants

— The action points of the previous meeting were revisited

Action Items: Person responsible: Deadline:

Present on the PHC system MoPH/WHO July 2014
in Lebanon

Topic 2: Vaccination updates

Topic Details Main discussions :

— WHO: during the vaccination campaigns, children in Lebanon
are usually vaccinated against rubella and measles, there are
technical issues regarding vaccinating against mumps which
are being considered and discussed at the MoPH

— WHO: concerns regarding vaccination activities implemented
through MMUs especially in terms of questionable reporting
mechanisms, and essential cold chain maintenance
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— Casa physicians would have difficulty with the administration
and logistics of MMUs vaccinating.

— MoPH: MMUs to use the hotline 1214 to report any
reportable cases

— MoPH: the distribution of vaccines to all MMUs might cause a
managerial issue given the numerous partners acting in the
field in addition to ensuring proper reporting form the MMUs'
behalf

— Inter-agency — It would be unlikely that humanitarian partners
would not be able to report appropriately. Also, Casa
physicians need to develop systems to allow vaccinations to
be distributed to MMUs.WHO: suboptimal vaccination is also
found amongst Lebanese despite the highlight of the lack of
vaccination amongst Syrians only, and the WHO Polio team is
looking into options of better coverage and is in discussions
with the MoPH

— UNHCR Inter-Agency: 3W matrices to be updated regarding
MMU rotating schedules for better coordination

— WHO: key messages of vaccination campaigns shall be revised
by UNICEF in addition to recommendations from the national
infectious disease committee on thematic awareness to be
implemented at large through the use of media to
disseminate key health messages

— UNHCR: SMS messages will be as usual used to promote the
summer vaccination weeks

Recommendations:

— WHO: oral polio vaccines may be safer to use at the MMU
level as compared to injectable polio vaccine

— Inter-agency — MOPH to support Casa Physicians with the
admin and logistics to provide MMUs vaccinations.

— PU-AMI: a common strategy must be established among all
agencies to raise awareness and promote vaccination

—  WHO: regarding SMS messages to promote vaccination, it is
important to consider whether or not mothers are the ones
who have access to their family phones, to ensure the
effectiveness of SMS messages

Action Items: Person responsible: Deadline:
Recirculate MMU

operational guidelines to be UNHCR Inter-Agency July 2014
agreed upon by all partners

Topic 3:

Updates on outbreaks

Topic Details

Main discussions :

- WHO: a WHO mission on the epidemic risk assessment for
Cholera and epidemic diarrheal diseases has been undertaken
between 18-20 June 2014

o The mission comprised of the following members:
= Engineer Hamed Bakir, Coordinator,
Environmental Health Interventions and




Regional Adviser, WSH and Climate Change,
CEHA/EMRO;

Dr Mamunur Rahman Malik, Regional Adviser,
Pandemic and Epidemic Disease, WHO
Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office, Cairo,
Egypt;

Dr Dominique Legros, Medical Officer. Control
of Epidemic Diseases. Department of
Pandemic and Epidemic Diseases, World
Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland

o The significant findings of the draft of the report were
shared with participants:

Chlorination of water is essential, so is an
improved mechanism of waste management
and enhanced management of latrines

It is estimated that, in the case of a diarrheal
outbreak, there will be smaller numbers (of
which  20% would possibly  require
hospitalization) spread in ITSs here and there,
rather than disastrous uncontrollable
outbreaks

It is required that few PHCs are prepared in
terms of diagnostics and rehydration
mechanisms, especially in vulnerable areas
Vaccination against cholera of ITS populations
may be considered, and if approved it shall be
done in the months of September and
October 2014

A section on WASH must be added on the
existing contingency plan for diarrheal
diseases; the detailed related WASH plan
would be an annex

o The draft of the mission report is shared with the
MoPH, and shared with partners for further feedback

o In terms of water quality monitoring, the WHO,
through EU-IFS funding is in the process of assessing
to establish 8 water labs throughout Lebanon, to be
operationalized within 2-3 months

o It is mandatory for all partners to report cases of
diarrhea to their respective district physicians

- WHO: the first Lebanese case of Leishmania has been
reported, the person has no history of travel

Recommendations:

- WHO: it is important that at this point partners prioritize
actions towards water quality assurance and vector control

- WHO: to improve control on the spread Leishmaniasis cases it
is essential to reinforce actions taken towards hygiene
improvement and vector control

Action Items: Person responsible: Deadline:

Share an updated list of

district physicians with all WHO July 2014
partners to report cases of




‘ diarrhea

Topic 4:

Reproductive health (RH)

Topic Details

Main discussions :

UNHCR IA: The MoPH has agreed to use pregnancy cards for
both Lebanese and Syrian women

UNHCR IA: The MoPH has also agreed for growth booklets to
be used for both Lebanese and Syrian children, and partners
are asked to report to UNHCR IA on hospitals who do not
have growth booklets available at their facilities

Inter-agency — It was requested that the MOPH allow Syrian
Refugees to use the Lebanese vaccination schedule and to
add BGC and TT for the Syrians.

Action Items:

Person responsible:

Deadline:

To contact GlobeMed
contracted hospitals to
encourage the promotion
of growth booklets for
newborns.

UNHCR July 2014

Topic 5:

Mental health (MH)

Topic Details

Main discussions :

WHO: the MhGAP training modules has been adapted to the
context of Lebanon in the presence and consensus of key
NGOs, societies, and MH experts in research. Expansion of
training based on this adaptation will continue to include 75
new PHCs and IMC is to support field monitoring in this
process

WHO: a draft national mental health strategy is to be revised
and adapted to the current crisis and a 5 year strategy is to be
discussed and launched within this year

IMC: self-care activities for field health providers is ongoing in
all regions, through the implementation of several activities
including group therapy

Action Items:

Person responsible:

Deadline:

Share updated
information on self-care
activities

IMC July 2014

Topic 6:

Nutrition

Topic Details

Main discussions :

IOCC: 15,000 children have been screened for malnutrition in
the Bekaa, of whom 600 children have been referred for
further investigation, and 200 have been diagnosed to have
malnutrition ; a significant part of them have underlying




congenital disaeses
IOCC: training on nutrition in emergencies has been held at
AUB with the participation of 30 participants
IOCC: there has been an agreement to reemphasize IYCF
messages, and following that, the IOCC also presented on key
IYCF factors as established nationally and internationally

o In 2012 and IYCF joint statement was issued, this

statement is to be revised and reissued soon

MoPH: the MoPH hosts the nutrition program headed by Dr.
Ali El Zein

Recommendations:

MdM: information must be made available on the
contributing and associated factors causing malnutrition,
especially those related to congenital diseases ; the
information as stated by UNICEF/ IOCC could be misleading
and contradictory to other studies that indicate adequate
access to food

Action Items: Person responsible: Deadline:
Share the malnutrition
contributing and associated
factors, and the household I0CC July 2014

factors that may be
contributing to malnutrition
as well

Topic 6:

AOB

Topic Details

Main discussions :

Inter-agency: presented a UNICEF presentation on the critical
situation in informal settlements and UNICEF wash partner’s
geographical dispatch
o WASH commodities can be available at UNICEF for
partners operating through MMUs, partners are
asked to contact UNICEF to discuss the program.
o tally sheets are available to locate the origin of cases
detected though MMUs
Integrity Research: the institute is to conduct a 2 week field
research on the perceptions of people on the Syrian crisis and
conflict sensitivity to relevant issues. The institute
representative requests meetings with agencies working in
the field

Recommendations:

WHO: OCHA'’s ERF is funding several WASH projects which are
not necessarily in partnership with the UNICEF, information
on such projects should be made available for all WASH
partners to ensure coordination

MdM: given the planned cut-down on the humanitarian
budget as stated by the Humanitarian Country Team, it is
important to meet with the core health group to discuss and




revisit the vision and funding plan of the health sector within
the response to the Syrian crisis

UNHCR IA: there are over 120 meetings being conducted
across all sectors, therefore the UNHCR IA suggests that the
health central frequency is reduced and subgroup objectives
and timelines are revisited

WHO: suggests that the central HWG is kept to be held on a
monthly basis especially that it is the only forum where the
MoPH has constant presence, and however modifications
may be done to the agenda to discuss major issues. Also, it
should be noted that subgroups should usually conclude after
a certain timeframe having had met their objectives

Action Items:

Share WASH sector
advanced 3Ws with
all partners

A meeting will be
held for MMU
partners to discuss
inclusion of WASH
interventions

Revisit  subgroup
objectives and
timeframes

Person responsible: Deadline:
UNHCR IA July 2014
Inter-agency/UNICEF July 2014
July 2014




Annex: List of Attendees

Health Working Group - Syrian Displaced

Friday June 27, 2014

Organization Name Tel. E-mail

ACF Juliette Seguin 76-658425 iseguin@lb.acfspain.org

CLMC Amal Rahal 01-502550 ext 117 | arahal@eclmc.org

ECHO Jamale Chedrawi 78-958330 jamale.chedrawi@echofield.eu

FPSC Jean Louis Merheb 70-172505 il.merheb.fpsc@gmail.com

IA Coordination UNHCR | Frank Tyler 71-911355 tylerf@unhcr.org

ICRC Bertrand Martinez-Aussel 71-802892 bmartinezaussel@icrc.org

IDEALS Sami El Masri 71-499674 hmd lebanon@hotmail.com

IMC Jamil Youssef 03-127692 jyoussef@internationalmedicalcorps.org

IMC Christina Bethke 71-059789 cbethke@internationalmedicalcorps.org

IMC Sirar Jaroudy sjaroudy@internationalmedicalcorps.org

IMC Ranya Ghadban rghadban@internationalmedicalcorps.org

Integrity Research Howard Murray 71-435421 howard.murray@integrityresearch.com

International Alert llina Slavova 71-923812 islavova@international-alert.org

I0CC Dima Ousta 03-899321 dousta@iocc.org

I0CC Linda Shaker Berbari 03-418430 Iberbari@iocc.org

IOM Marwan Alawieh 70-483344 malawieh@iom.int

LAECD Ali El Zein 03-816860 alielzein@cyberia.net.lb

Makassed Sarah Debs 70-913003 sarah.eldebs@gmail.com

Makassed Dania Hajj Ali 03-040861 dania.hajjali@hotmail.com

MdM Senop Tschakarjian 70-165513 medco.lebanon@medecinsdumonde.net

Medair Gabriele Fander 76-185923 healthadvisor-syr@medair.org

!T:;:i?:iaA:: I(Ii/:AP) Wafa Dakwar 71-674635 wafa.dakwar@map-uk.org

MoPH - ESU Dr. Nada Ghosn 03-214520 esumoh@moph.gov.lb

MoPH (EU-IFS) Krystel Moussally 03-932787 kreystelmoussally@yahoo.com

MoPH (EU-IFS) Yasmeen El-Saghir 03-752355 yelsaghir@hotmail.com

MoSA Nabil Tabbal 03-668345 nabil.tabbal@gmail.com

MoSA Jana Azour 03-342986 jana.azour@hotmail.com

PUAMI Dr. Mohammed Bazzi 76-520991 lib.dr.bei@pu-ami.org

PUAMI Mohamad Haidar 76-52098 lib.nphm@pu-ami.org

UNDP Marie-Helene Kassardjian | 03-693189 Imarie-.helene'kassardiian@undp_
ebprojects.org

UNDP Noor Saghir 03-842778 noursaghir91@hotmail.com

UNHCR Marie Akiki Abi Safi 01-849401 akiki@unhcr.org

UNICEF Najwa Rizkallah 70-669925 nrizkallah@unicef.org

UNRWA Saleh Kamel Fahd 76-775521 s.fahed2@unrwa.org

WHO Alissar Rady 70-111735 radya@who.int

WHO Lucie Sagherian 01-612007 sagherianL@who.int

YMCA Cynthia Kheir 03-184462 cynthia.kheir@ymca-leb.org.lb
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