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Note: The purpose of the Call for Expression of Interest is to solicit interest from existing or prospective partners that wish to participate in a UNHCR operation and contribute complementary resources (human resources, knowledge, funds, in-kind contributions, supplies and/or equipment) to achieving common objectives as agreed in a Project Partnership Agreement.
	
	CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

        (EOI/JOR/5/SYR/2015) 
	

	Project title and Identification: 


	Project location: 



	DAFI - Refugee Higher Education Scholarship Programme 
	Jordan

	Brief Background of the Project:

	The UNHCR Education Strategy 2012-2016 is anchored in a renewed focus on ensuring the provision of refugee education as a core component of UNHCR’s protection and durable solutions mandate. Especially in protracted refugee situations, the possibility of tertiary education motivates young people to enrol in and complete secondary schooling, which has a similar impact on demand for primary education. Graduates also become role models for their community, especially younger girls. 

Higher education enhances protection of youth, gives a sense of purpose and prevents protection risks (irregular movements, risky behaviors). Access to the full cycle of education enables refugees to build transferable skills and to adapt more easily to new contexts as well as boost refugees’ employability. Well-educated refugees are in demand in their own countries upon return and potentially also in countries of resettlement. Tertiary education is also a strong advocacy tool to show that refugees can bring positive and meaningful contributions to their host society. 

The Albert Einstein German Academic Refugee Initiative Programme (DAFI) provides scholarships for more than 2.000 refugees in 40 countries to study at universities and colleges in their host country. DAFI has been and remains a unique opportunity for refugees to continue higher education. In Jordan the DAFI program has already 25 students enrolled in different universities. For the academic year 2014/2015, Said Foundation is financing additional 40 scholarships for Syrian Refugees.

The purpose of this Call for Expression of Interest is to identify and – on the basis of responses received – select a prospective or existing partner to implement the DAFI Refugee Higher Education Scholarship Programme on behalf of UNHCR Jordan. The partner will handle the day-to-day activities related to the management and implementation of the programme and provision of support to students.
Interested organizations are requested to prepare an expression of interest by 31 August 2014 including the following information:

· History, mandate, structure and principle activities of the organization

· Education-specific expertise in support of the implementation of the Programme

· Motivation to become the implementing partner for the Programme 

· Possibility to allocate own resources to complement UNHCR support
Key factors for the selection of the Partner organization

· Expertise of the organization in the area of education, particularly in humanitarian and/or emergency and development settings.

· Expertise in community-based approach for refugees in humanitarian and/or emergency settings.
· Demonstrated record of implementing tertiary education programme and provide support to students to complete university and access the job market will be an asset.

· Sound financial controls and accountability systems.

	Goal/Objective, Expected Outcome and Main Activities:

	The Goal of this project is to achieve the following strategic results:
The overall objectives of the DAFI programme are: 

•
To achieve self-reliance of the sponsored students and their families and empower them to find employment responding to their qualifications; 

•
To develop qualified human resources in order to contribute to the reconstruction of the country of origin upon repatriation;

•
To contribute to the development of refugees and host communities in a mutually supporting way;

•
To facilitate social integration into the host country through university qualification and improved access to the labour market;

•
To encourage a community-based approach, mobilizing students to support the community and ensure that the community is informed on the DAFI programme

· To encourage female students to access university studies through providing role models for refugee students in primary and secondary schools and informing the community on the positive impact of girl’s education.
To achieve the objectives above, the following activities will be undertaken: 
DAFI Programme management: 
· Submission of annual proposal to UNHCR Jordan
· Timely reporting including monitoring of students’ achievements, distribution of funds to students and universities, activities to strengthen community approach, networking among students, access to the job market and advocacy with universities 
· Advocacy for a non-discriminatory approach of universities towards refugees, including application of national fees to refugees

· Advocacy to relevant stakeholders to increase students’ possibilities for internships and employment 
· Identification of additional support for the programme

· Ensure visibility of the programme

·  Participation in the medium-/long-term planning of the programme with linkages to other education and related activities.
DAFI Programme implementation:
· outreach to potential students and the community, selection of students, enrolment process, follow-up on the payment of scholarships including relationship with universities and administration of students 
· Compliance with the DAFI guidelines and procedures for all activities
· Support in donor relations might be requested by UNHCR, if necessary.

Provision of support to students:
· Provision of psycho-social, academic, and orientation counselling to current students
· Establishment of closer linkages with secondary education and girls’ education institutions
· Organization of meetings between current and former students, UNHCR, donors, universities and the private sector representatives in support of social and professional activities

· Support student initiatives and voluntary involvement in their community
· Ensure that the community is informed on the DAFI programme
UNHCR Jordan will provide the oversight and guidance to all activities to the extent necessary, particularly in relation to programme management.

	Intended Population of Concern:

	Syrians and non-Syrians refugees

	Project Period [estimated start and end dates of project]: 

	1 January 2015 – 31 December 2015 with the option for extension up to 31 December 2016

	Submission Deadline:
	Date Decision Results to be Communicated to Applicants:

	31 August 2014
	30 September 2014

	Selection Criteria

	Criteria Description

	Sector expertise and experience: 
The organisation should have expertise and experience in managing education programme and work with the community in a refugee context. In addition, the organisation should have the knowledge and human resources with expertise on capacity building, self-reliance and integration in the job market. The project coordinator should have demonstrated ability to foster networks and engage refugees, build trust and long-term partnerships with various stakeholders. Thorough knowledge of the Jordanian education system and regional tertiary education system is a plus.

	Project management: ability to deliver project objectives, accountability mechanisms and sound financial management, taking into account the audit results of the previous UNHCR-funded projects, past performance and the external audit of partners’ financial statements, where applicable.

	Local experience and presence: an ongoing programme in the area of operation; local knowledge; engaging refugees and other persons of concern; trust from local communities; local presence; partner policy on community relations; complaint mechanisms for person of concern; self-organized groups of persons of concerns; and other factors that would facilitate access to and better understanding of the persons of concern and that would reduce administrative difficulties.

	Contribution of resources: evidenced and documented contribution of resources to the Project in real terms in cash or in-kind (e.g. human resources, supplies and/or equipment) by the partner that are presently available (or potentially mobilized by the partner) in order to supplement UNHCR resources.

	Cost effectiveness: level of direct costs and administrative costs imposed on the Project in relation to project deliverables.

	Experience working with UNHCR: global and/or local partnerships including knowledge of UNHCR policies, practices and programmes, including an understanding of and ability to work within UNHCR’s funding limitations and associated inherent risks. Partners that have three consecutive qualified audit opinions for UNHCR-funded projects may not be considered.

	Other: 

	Other information (optional)


	Issuing UNHCR Office
	Amman, Jordan

	Contact Address
	UNHCR Amman, Wasif Al-Tal Street, PO Box 17101

	Signature, Head of Office
	Andrew Harper

	Full name and title, Head of Office
	Andrew Harper

	Name of UNHCR Office
	UNHCR Amman Jordan

	Date
	10  August 2014


