CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST ISSUED BY UNHCR
Note: The purpose of the Call for Expression of Interest is to solicit interest from existing or prospective partners that wish to participate in a UNHCR operation and contribute complementary resources (human resources, knowledge, funds, in-kind contributions, supplies and/or equipment) to achieving common objectives as agreed in a Project Partnership Agreement.

UNHCR Offices are required to provide a brief description and background of the Project and selection criteria for the Project. A sample template for a Call for Expression of interest is below.

	 
	CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST No.
EOI/LEB/3/STATELESS/2017
All stateless persons and those at risk of statelessness
	

	Project title and Identification: 


	Project Location: 


	All stateless persons and those at risk of statelessness (Protection)
	Lebanon (countrywide)

	Brief Background of the Project: 

	It is estimated that there are tens of thousands of stateless persons in Lebanon. The exact number is difficult to ascertain as there has been no population census since 1932 and many stateless persons are not registered with the authorities.

In addition, administrative procedures such as civil registration (regulated in part by personal status laws) are complex, sometimes hindering access to marriage and birth registration. In particular, stateless persons without any civil registration are not entitled to register their marriages or the births of their children, leaving their children to inherit their statelessness status. 

In 2017, UNHCR plans to work with partners and relevant government authorities to improve access to civil registration for Lebanese nationals, stateless persons as well as refugees through advocacy and awareness raising activities, legal aid support, community-based initiatives and institutional capacity building. 



	Goal/Objective, Expected Outcome and Main Activities:

	SECTOR: PROTECTION

The protection strategy for 2017 will continue to focus on seeking further engagement on statelessness of the government, public opinion, civil society and the stateless communities. UNHCR will continue to address gaps in nationality laws and administrative practices through sustained advocacy with government representatives through a partnership with UN agencies and civil society. The focus will be on promoting universal birth registration as a way to prevent and reduce statelessness as well as seeking solutions to improve the protection of stateless persons. 

UNHCR will support, through partners, the undertaking of sensitization activities directed to decision makers, government, civil society and the public opinion to promote a better understanding of statelessness and its consequences, with a view to promoting its eradication. UNHCR will promote participation of key government officials to strategic capacity-building and advocacy events organized at the regional or global level.

UNHCR will continue to support existing cases of strategic litigation and, in case of successful decisions, will seek to encourage decision makers to apply the jurisprudence to similar cases. UNHCR will renew its efforts to create a pool of legal professionals who are willing to take up pro bono cases of stateless children and children at risk of statelessness by facilitating late registration judicial cases and build their capacity.

Identification of stateless persons and qualitative research on statelessness will continue through individual case work and participatory assessments. In particular, through its partners, UNHCR will seek to maintain regular contacts with stateless communities and support the creation of community structures to mitigate the protection risks they are currently facing.



	
	Objective 1: Law and policy developed or strengthened
Output 1.1: Advocacy conducted
Output 1.2: Capacity Development supported
Output 1.3: Assessments and analysis undertaken

Activities: 

· Implement activities to sensitize audiences to the subject of statelessness, with a primary focus on the government, judiciary, academia and other actors who may have a role in developing solutions, in addition to the public and civil society at large. 

· Promote engagement of members of the legal profession in addressing cases of stateless persons through capacity building activities, development of training material and provision of technical advice on individual cases.
· Monitor legislative and administrative developments on nationality and civil registration and undertake qualitative research on statelessness, particularly on the right to a nationality for nomadic groups as well as judicial remedies available to stateless persons in Lebanon. 
Objective 2: Access to legal assistance and legal remedies improved
Output 2.1: Legal assistance provided
Activities:
· Provide legal services in support of judicial procedures for late birth registration and confirmation of nationality, as well as legal counselling and dissemination of information on existing legal remedies that address statelessness and its consequences.
· Conduct community-based activities in order to develop and maintain contacts and undertake participatory assessments with stateless communities and communities with very low birth registration rates to monitor their situation and engage them in activities to prevent and address statelessness.


	
	

	Intended Population of Concern: 

	All stateless persons and those at risk of statelessness

	Project Period [estimated start and end dates of project]: 

	1st January to 31st December 2016

	Submission Deadline: 
	

	08 August 2016
	

	Selection Criteria

	Concept notes from the national NGOs with required expertise are particularly encouraged.  All agencies should be able to demonstrate specialized expertise in the sectors, collaboration between national and international agencies is encouraged. 

	Criteria description

	Geographic focus:

The knowledge of the geographical location is an asset, as well as experience in working in specific regions in the country.

Concept notes should clearly indicate which geographic area the NGO is planning to intervene in.

	Sector expertise and experience: 
The required specific skills, sector (s) specialists, knowledge and human resources available with the organization in the project area. Innovative interventions that include collaboration with private sector and through existing government mechanisms will be prioritized. Partners are encouraged, capacity allowing, to submit provide concept notes providing an integrated multi sectorial response. 

	Project management: 
Ability to deliver project objectives, accountability mechanisms and sound financial management and coordination with agencies working under the same sector. In addition the agency should have the capacity to deliver quality reporting and adhere to UNHCR reporting requirements. 

	Local experience and presence: 
· Ongoing programs in the area of operation.

· Legal technical expertise in working on stateless cases
· Demonstrate evidence of local presence and knowledge including assessment of the area of intervention.  

· Demonstrate collaboration with national NGOs and local CBOs for future sustainability.
· Working relationship, collaboration with relevant government authorities.


	Contribution of resources: 
Evidenced and documented contribution of resources to the Project in cash or in-kind (e.g. human resources, supplies and/or equipment) that are presently available (or potentially mobilized by the partner) in order to supplement UNHCR resources.                                   

	Cost effectiveness:
Level of administrative costs should not exceed 20% imposed on the Project in relation to project deliverables.

	Experience working with UNHCR: 
Global and/or local partnerships including knowledge of UNHCR policies, practices and programme, including an understanding of and ability to work within UNHCR’s funding limitations and associated inherent risks.

	Other

· Legally registered at the location of the NGO’s Headquarters. 
· Legally registered in Lebanon. 
· Authority to operate a bank account in Lebanon.
· Registered on UNHCR Partner portal https://partner.unhcr.org/  


	Other information (optional)

	


	Issuing UNHCR Office
	UNHCR – Beirut 

	Contact Address
	UNHCR Beirut – Dr. Philippe Hitti Str. P.O. Box 11 – 7332 

	Full name and title, Head of Office
	Mireille Girard, UNHCR Representative

	Name of UNHCR Office
	UNHCR Lebanon

	Date
	5 July 2016
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