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The UN Refugee Agency
SERBIA UPDATE, 31 Oct-02 Nov 2016

HIGHLIGHTS AND STATISTICS

e  The number of new refugees, asylum-seekers and migrants, encountered by UNHCR and partners, stabilised
at around 6,200. Over 4,700 (or 76%) of them were accommodated in 11 governmental facilities, including
1,845 in five Asylum Centres and 2,878 in “Transit” or Reception Centres. The others were counted at the
border with Hungary and over 1,000 sleeping rough at night in Belgrade City centre.

o  With close to 20% of refugees/migants reportedly infected with body lice, the Serbian Institute for Public Health
declared an ’epidemic’ in Krnjaca Asylum Centre (Belgrade), Presevo Reception Centre (South), Subotica
(North), Sid, Adasevci and Principovac Transit Centres (West). Disinfection measures including the treatment
of infected persons, washing of infested clothes at 60 degrees, steam-cleaning of beds/mattresess and
spraying of the facilities, have by now more than halved the number of infected refugees/migrants from around
900 eigth days ago to less than 450 currently. Apart from screening of new arrivals, no special restrictions of
movement needed to be introduced by the centres.

e Over 1,000 refugees/migrants (including several hundred suspected unaccompanied/separated children)
spent every night in unsanitary and unheated derelict buildings of Belgrade city centre. UNHCR and other
agencies confirmed their commitment to assist authorities in encouraging them to move to governmental
facilities instead, offering support in information, health screening, registration, transport, and services for
refugees/migrants with specific needs.

e As of 02 November Hungarian authorities reduced their daily admissions to territory and asylum procedures
at the Hungarian “transit zones” near Kelebija and Horgos border crossings from 30 to 20 asylum-seekers (10
per zone).

e Monthly Mol Asylum Statistics indicate that 1,247 intentions to seek asylum in Serbia were registered in
October. 37% were made by men, 17% by women and 46% for children. Most applications were filed by
citizens of Afghanistan (47%), Iraq (22%), Syria (19%), Pakistan (5%) and other nationalities (7%). During
October, five asylum-seekers were granted refugee status, while one application was rejected. Jan-Oct 2016,
the Asylum Office of the Border Guards issued 74 first instance decisions, granting 17 persons subsidiary
protection, 17 refugee status and rejecting the refugee claims of 40 asylum-seekers - compared to 33 first
instance decisions in the same period of 2015.

New Refugees, Asylum Seekers and Migrants - Presence in Serbia

7000 02 Nov 2016
630 630 630 630 630 630 530 630 630 ¢,
21
5000 57g 580 580 5800
5100
490 490 500- 5165
agg 490 4902

5000 00 470 a70 480 . 5048 ol B a778

1403500 4874464 25 azs3” 87 as3a e TR

400¢ 4100 440 462°

426 427 426 4304342

4 4025
ooo 360 3600 3

3301 3336 35g7
345,

2300
3000 2700 2722
2300 2085
2000
2000 170 170180 1800
1882
a0 15 1400 Ak
130 1300 14281113
T 1209 A,
100104 Y 97
950 25¢ p 915
1000 sae 10260 1261425 1105~/ 7
828 - e s 699
705 732 699 726737
e 556406564 o 647 594 517 499 564 503 477 459 550 e 41437
---  acc3g3428 367 388 395 337 342 306 362
o 180130 232205 185
O & & A A A PP S SN o & o L T N U A U S VY Y S S S
‘VQ = 05»“ ,\_?Q\ Ly \.i\"’\ S \,\‘5\‘, ,\\‘i S o A Y \?)%SR‘Q‘?\Y 0 ,\’QQ;"SQA o “’79&-“’191\ "‘"Q< o ‘-'f:QD_.“?g.‘fc SN R P P
PR AP N P F N A AT N A G D N D QT A AT NN A A W

Presence in Serbia of which in the North of which in Govermmental Facilities

SOUTH

Presevo (656) and Bujanovac (194) Reception Centres accommodated around 850 refugees, asylum-seekers and
migrants. Close to half of the Presevo RC population is from Afghanistan (48%), followed by 17% from Pakistan,
14% from Iraq, and 10% from Syria respectively. In Bujanovac RC, which accommodates only families and
unaccompanied and separated children, some 64% are from Afghanistan, 28% from Iraq and 6% from Syria.

UNHCR and many other organizations assisted with food and non-food items, medical services, counselling,
interpretation, referrals and recreational activities. UNHCR, together with Centre for Social Work and Indigo,
continued conducting Best Interest Assessments for unaccompanied and separated children.
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BELGRADE

Over 1,000 refugees and migrants continued sleeping rough in the centre of Belgrade City. The Asylum Centre
(AC) of Krnjaca sheltered 1,126 on 02 November.

Several civil society organisations provided counselling and facilitated many referrals, including to accommodation
in governmental centres, asylum procedures, registration with the police, child protection and medical services.
Medical and other agencies also took measures to treat and control the spread of body lice and scabies. After Info
Park had suspended food distribution on 25 October, Miksaliste did the same on 02 November.

NORTH

The total number of asylum seekers in the North counted on 02 November was around 360. Of them, 132 were
sheltered in Subotica Transit Centre, and some 170 camped in the open on Serbian soil close to the two Hungarian
“transit zones” of Horgos | and Kelebija. The latter comprised 41% from Afghanistan, 28% of asylum seekers from
Syria, and 23% from Iraq, of which on average 37% were children, 45% adult men and 19% adult women.

UNHCR and other organizations provided humanitarian aid, including food, fresh fruits, non-food aid, hygiene
packages, support to maintenance of the sanitary conditions, medical assistance, referrals, as well as legal and
other counselling.

Hungary admitted 77 asylum seekers during the reporting period, while UNHCR and partners encountered over 60
foreign nationals who reported to have been pushed-back/unlawfully expelled into Serbia, without having been
granted access to asylum procedures in Hungary.

WEST

Transit Centres in the West sheltered close to 1,900 refugees and migrants:
some 490 in Sid TC, 950 in Adasevci TC and 450 in Principovac TC.

Civil society organizations assisted the SCRM with food, and non-food as well
as medical aid, counselling, referrals, child support, and recreational activities.

UNHCR and partners encountered over 60 foreign nationals who reported to
have been pushed-back/unlawfully expelled into Serbia, without having been
granted access to asylum procedures in Croatia.

SOS Child Friendly Space in Principovac,
(Serbia) @UNHCR, 31 October 2016
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