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Between 1 January and 30 September 2016, 9,148 persons arrived to Spain: 60% arrived by sea and 40% by land to Ceuta and 

Melilla, the only land borders between EU and Africa. Most sea arrivals are rescued in the Mediterranean Sea by the Spanish 

Rescue Agency and transferred to different sites on the Andalusian coast. 48 persons died in the Western Mediterranean during 

the first nine months of 2016 whereas 12 died during the same period of 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the period 1 January to 30 September 2016, 5,446 persons arrived by sea: this represents a 70% increase compared to 

the same period of 2015. In 2016, land arrivals to Ceuta and Melilla decreased by 55%, but the monthly inflow continued to 

increase in August and September, with a significant number of Syrians continuing to enter the EU by land, making Spain the 

third most important route for Syrians to enter Europe (after Greece and Bulgaria). 

 

 

 

Spain Arrivals Dashboard 
January - September 2016  
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Land 2015 1,276 602 793 1,142 866 932 863 862 1,032 1,079 945 588

Land 2016 483 275 253 446 339 334 317 599 656

Sea 2015 264 44 280 243 512 414 380 417 621 1,059 557 492

Sea 2016 492 222 351 451 575 715 458 934 1248

Arrivals to Spain by location | Jan- Sept 2016 
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3702  land arrivals  

5446  sea arrivals  
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While Syrians arrive to Spain only via land (so to avoid the more dangerous sea crossing), nationals of sub-Saharan African 

countries mainly cross the sea or climb the fences separating Ceuta and Melilla from Morocco in order to gain access to. Women 

and children account for 60% of Syrian arrivals to Melilla. The majority of sub-Saharan arrivals are young men.  

 

Top ten nationalities of arrivals to Spain | Jan – Sept 2016 

Top five nationalities of arrivals to Spain - Monthly trends | Jan 2015 –Sept 2016 

Between 1 January 2015 and 30 September 2016, around 8,500 Syrians entered the EU via Melilla. Since UNHCR 

established presence in Melilla in July 2014, Syrians arriving by land to this enclave started to apply for international protection. 

As for the sea arrivals, identification of protection remains a challenge. Since summer 2016, UNHCR is also present at the 

main entry points on the Andalusian coast, advocating and supporting the implementation of identification and referral 

mechanisms for new arrivals. 
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* The groups of men and women refer to persons over 18 year old.  
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Guinea 165 75 111 147 156 138 173 79 242 426 244 257 229 148 238 241 216 246 74 123 200

Cote d'Ivoire 56 45 63 54 80 65 22 34 69 127 40 75 92 43 67 128 163 255 133 181 240

Syrian A. R. 955 400 589 883 578 664 506 585 674 576 587 197 119 63 83 138 144 72 134 290 254

Cameroon 22 11 65 51 120 69 39 25 63 131 47 175 150 28 25 144 74 41 27 411 364

Algeria 134 12 63 48 157 107 234 195 162 300 204 103 87 39 33 78 57 125 173 62 136
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