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Access to Justice and Legal Remedies in the Current Legal Framework 

■ The endorsement of the Law on Foreigners and International Protection (LFIP) in April 2014 introduced a 
specific provision reinforcing access to justice and legal remedies, including pro bono legal assistance for 
asylum applicants and refugees as well as judiciary review by the Administrative and Magistrate Courts in the 
appeals procedure. The LFIP is complemented by other legislation already recognizing the right to legal aid 
for persons seeking international protection in Turkey. 

■ The right to submit individual applications to the Constitutional Court strengthened available legal 
remedies: In 2010, pursuant to Constitutional amendments, any person whose fundamental rights and 
freedoms, as set forth in the ECHR and guaranteed by the Constitution, have been infringed upon by a public 
authority can apply to the Constitutional Court.  

UNHCR Strategy and Activities 

■ On 28 February 2017, UNHCR signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Justice Academy of 
Turkey, the national institution in charge of designing programmes and projects to enhance the technical 
knowledge of judges and prosecutors. With this MoU, both Parties committed to cooperate in the framework 
of a workplan developed to expand know-how concerning adjudication as relates to refugees in private law, 
criminal law and administrative law in Turkey. Within this framework, several joint activities such as workshops 
and seminars are being organized. Curriculum and reference materials targeting judges and prosecutors will 
be designed as part of this initiative.  
 

■ Between October and December 2016 five site visits were conducted in Konya, Sanliurfa, Hatay, Istanbul and 
Mugla to identify gaps and challenges on asylum-seekers’ and refugees’ access to justice and to discuss 
proposed solutions with administrative, civil and criminal law judges, as well as prosecutors. The visits were 
conducted in cooperation with the Justice Academy, and with the participation of six prosecutors and 24 
judges from 12 different provinces, two rapporteurs from the Council of State and the Constitutional Court, 
and three judges from the Justice Academy. A two-day meeting was held on 2-3 February 2017 to analyze the 
findings of these visits and propose a way forward. 

■ In March, 98 lawyers and intern lawyers from the Konya Bar Association, including law faculty students and 
NGO staff were trained on International Protection to spur their engagement in refugee protection. 

■ In line with the MoU signed with the Union of Turkish Bar Associations, UNHCR is currently establishing a 
pool of interpreters to support lawyers with their oral and written interpretation needs as relates to their work 
with refugees. The pool will be based in Ankara and will be equipped to receive calls from across the country 
whenever interpretation is needed in legal representation.  
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External / Donors Relations 
Special thanks to donors funding UNHCR’s legal aid interventions in Turkey in 2017  
United States of America | European Union | Japan Canada |  France | 
 
Special thanks to the major donors of unrestricted and regional funds in 2017  
United States of America (95 M) | Sweden (76 M) | Netherlands (52 M) | Denmark (23 M) | Australia (19 M) | 
Private Donors Spain (18 M) | Switzerland (15 M) | France (14 M) | Germany (12 M) |  
 
Thanks to other donors of unrestricted and regional funds in 2017 
Algeria | Austria | Belgium | Bosnia and Herzegovina | Canada | Chile | Estonia | Finland | Iceland | Indonesia | 
Korea | Kuwait | Lithuania | Luxembourg | Malta | Monaco | Morocco | New Zealand | Qatar | Singapore | Sri 
Lanka | Turkey | United Arab Emirates | Uruguay | Zambia | Private Donors |  
 
CONTACTS 
Nese Kilincoglu, Senior Protection Officer, kilincog@unhcr.org 
Lauren Panetta, Reporting Officer, panetta@unhcr.org 
 
LINKS 
Regional Portal - Syria Regional Refugee Response | Regional Portal - Mediterranean | UNHCR Turkey website | 
Facebook 
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http://www.unhcr.org/turkey/home.php?lang=tr
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