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OPERATIONAL UPDATE

BANGLADESH
20 October 2017

Since 25th August 2017, a new 

outburst of violence in  Rakhine 

State in Western Myanmar 

triggered the largest ever influx of 

refugees in Bangladesh. 

Thousands of refugees in dire 

conditions were recently stranded 

at the border between Myanmar 

and Bangladesh albeit they have 

now been able to cross the 

border.

UNHCR is supporting the 

Bangladesh authorities in 

responding to the emergency and 

continues to scale up its activities 

to reach all refugees with 

protection and assistance.

POPULATION FIGURES

582,000* Estimated new arrivals in 

Bangladesh since 25 August 2017 

307,500 estimated refugee population before this influx

889,500 estimated total refuge population

STAFFING

182 Staff now present in the operation compared to 

49 prior to the crisis.

FUNDING

USD 83.7 M requested  for UNHCR’s 

emergency response in Bangladesh.

(c) UNHCR / Roger Arnold

* ISCG figures as of 18th of October 2017

USD 53.2M
Remaining 
funding needed

USD 30.5 M
Recieved

36% 64%
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Operational Context
Since 25 August 2017, a mass influx of Rohingya refugees from northern 
Rakhine State in Myanmar to Bangladesh began after violence erupted in 
the region following an attack on Myanmar’s security forces.

As of 17 October 2017, the Inter-Sector Coordination Group (ISCG) reported that an 

estimated 582,000 refugees had arrived in the Teknaf and Ukhia districts, in the South of 

Bangladesh, taking shelter in makeshift settlements. This is in addition to an estimated 

307,500 refugees from Myanmar that were already living in Bangladesh. This brings the 

total number of refugees to approximately 889,500 individuals, putting an even greater 

strain on an already highly densely populated region of Bangladesh. 

Thousands of refugees have crossed the Myanmar/Bangladesh border near the Anjuman 

Para, in Ukhia district. This includes children, women and the elderly suffering from 

dehydration and hunger following their long and perilous journey. In coordination with the 

Bangladesh authorities and its partners, UNHCR is providing basic assistance and 

protection services in Kutapalong plus border areas as needed. 

In close collaboration with other UN agencies and partners present on the ground, UNHCR 

will continue to scale up its activities to reach the maximum number of refugees, provide 

them with protection, shelter, health and water and sanitation assistance, support host 

communities in absorbing these new arrivals and prepare for potential additional influxes.  



4www.unhcr.org

OPERATIONAL UPDATE  >  Bangladesh  /  20 October 2017

Operational Highlights

PROTECTION

RRRC-UNHCR Family Counting Exercise
Led by Bangladesh’s Refugee Relief and Repatriation Commission (RRRC), the Family 

Counting exercise launched on 4 October 2017 and supported by UNHCR, has covered to 

date over 57,661 families (247,606 individuals) new arrivals. For a video of the Family 

Counting see: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xb3o0un6iLA. This exercise is in addition 

to the Ministry of Home Affairs biometric registration exercise. Thus far it has focused on 

the Kutupalong expansion, which includes the Kutapalong refugee camp, as well as the 

Kkutapalong and Balukali makeshifts and extensions. It will enable the Government, 

UNHCR, and other agencies to have a better understanding of the size and breakdown of 

the population and where they are located. It will also provide a common, unique identifier 

to help organize and facilitate assistance. It is key to getting the right aid to the right 

people, not least flag refugees with special protection needs including single mothers with 

small infants, people with disabilities, unaccompanied children and elderly refugees. 

UNHCR supported the RRRC in the design and facilitation of the exercise, including the 

provision of computers, databases and recruitment and training of 150 enumerators.  

Enumerators meet families in their shelters and gather basic data on the household 

including composition, age, sex, date of arrival, and area of origin in Myanmar. This data, 

including a photo of the family, is uploaded into a mobile application, together with a basic 

indicator of the family’s location based on zones, and the GPS coordinates of the family’s 

shelter. Once counted, families receive a card with the RRRC logo and a unique family 

identification number. This is vital for ensuring access to assistance and protection from 

UNHCR and its partners. 

Please note that the figures presented below are provisional estimates generated from 

the data gathered to date, which has covered only a portion of the population targeted by 

the RRRC. Final results will be shared once the family counting exercise is complete and 

all data analysed.
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Provisional Findings 
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Arrivals by place of origin

76% of the refugees come from Maungdaw 
Township
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New arrivals stranded on the border
In the last week 7,000 persons crossed the border close to Anjumpara, Ukhia district near 

Kutapalong, exhausted after walking for days exposed to heavy rain and high 

temperatures.

UNHCR has established a transit centre close to Kutupalong to ensure adequate 

reception of new arrivals as well as those who may arrive in the coming weeks. The 

most vulnerable refugees have been taken in at this transit centre under rub halls, quickly 

assembled tents and school buildings in Kutupalong. Together with MSF, UNHCR field 

teams set up a second distribution point to cater for the refugees still to come.

Thousands were recently camped near the border, cramped on narrow strips of land under 

pouring rain making due with the tarps, sleeping mats and blankets. UNHCR and its 

partners provided them with basic assistance, notably medical screening, healthcare and 

emergency child protection interventions. 

In coordination with the Bangladesh authorities, UNHCR is distributing tokens to refugees 

still at the border before they are allowed to move forward. This facilitates a more 

systematic and equitable provision of assistance at the transit site or at the established 

sites in Kutupalong over the next few days.

(c) Roger Arnold
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Muti-sectoral Response


HEALTH


WATER AND SANITATION


SHELTER AND NFIS

NUTRITIONNumber of consultations 

provided: 24,353

Number of diarrhea centers
supported/constructedc

Number of basic health
posts supported/constructedb

Number of health centers
supported/constructeda 40%

2 5

30%

3 10

50%

2 4

Achievements Target

a1 for 50,000 beneficiaries, b1 for 10,000 beneficiaries, c20 beds each

Number of boreholes 

drilled/operational: 121
Number of latrines 

constructed: 756

Indicators monitoring

Number of targeted households
received plastic tarpaulins

Number of targeted
households received NFI kits 28%

14,000 50,000

44%

21,924 50,000

Achievements Target

Number of persons admitted for malnutrition treatment

2592

1672

1445

600
Children admitted

for Severe Acute
Malnutrition (SAM)

Pregnant
women admitted

Children admitted
for Moderate Acute
Malnutrition (MAM)

Lactating 
women admitted

76%
Remaining 
target

24%
Beneficiaries
covered

Targeted refugees with access to water
85%
Remaining 
target

15%
Beneficiaries
covered

Targeted refugees with access to latrines 

A key constraint in water and sanitation is limited space to build latrines in areas where refugees have settled spontaneously and linked to 
that, risk assocaited with proximity to shelter and boreholes  

It is important to note all of the above is in coordination and in conjunction with the Inter Sector Coordination Group (ISCG)
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External / Donors Relations

UNHCR is grateful for the critical support provided by donors who have contributed to this 

operation as well as those who have contributed to UNHCR programmes with 

unearmarked and broadly earmarked funds.

Donors of contributions for Bangladesh in 2017 
United States of America | European Union | IKEA Foundation | Japan | Denmark | CERF | 

Private Donors Switzerland | Mr. Tadashi Yanai | Sheikh Thani Bin Abdullah Foundation | 

Switzerland | HRH Princess Haya Bint Al Hussein | UPS Corporate | Private Donors Oman | 

Qatar Charity | United Nations Office for Project Service | Canada | UNIQLO Co., Ltd | The 

Silent Foundation | United Arab Emirates | Private Donors Egypt | Private Donors Republic 

of Korea | Private Donors Singapore | Private Donors Netherlands | Private Donors 

Philippines | Private Donors Italy | Private Donors India

Special thanks to the major donors of unrestricted and regional funds in 2017 
United States of America | Sweden | Netherlands | Private Donors Spain | United Kingdom | 

Norway | Japan | Private Donors Republic of Korea | Denmark | Australia | Canada | Private 

Donors Italy | Switzerland | Private Donors USA | France | Germany | Private Donors Japan | 

Private Donors Sweden | Italy

Thanks to other donors of unrestricted and regional funds in 2017
Algeria | Austria | Belgium | Bosnia and Herzegovina | Chile | Costa Rica | Estonia | Finland | 

Holy See | Iceland | Indonesia | Ireland | Kuwait | Lithuania | Luxembourg | Malta | Mexico | 

Monaco | Morocco | New Zealand | Portugal | Qatar | Republic of Korea | Russian 

Federation | Saudi Arabia | Serbia | Singapore | Spain | Sri Lanka | Thailand | Turkey | United 

Arab Emirates | Uruguay | Zambia | Private Donors

CONTACTS
Showvik Das Tamal, Associate External Relations Officer, UNHCR Bangladesh: 

TAMAL@unhcr.org, Tel: +880 17 7874 5379

Vivian Tan, Senior Regional Public Information Officer, UNHCR Bangkok (Regional Office): 

TANV@unhcr.org, Tel: +66 2 342 3503 
 
LINK
UNHCR operation page

http://reporting.unhcr.org/node/2539

