
 

 

 

Pakistan: Registration Update—2017 (January—December) 

Registration activities per week 

 

 

 
PoR cards for children reach-
ing five years of age 

44,237 
(29.4%) 

** Percentages are based on estimates of 120,000 new born children requiring registration and 150,000 children who have 
reached five years of age and are now entitled to their own PoR card (children below 5 are listed on the back of one of 
their parents’ cards).  90,000 children require birth certificates. 

 

 
 
Birth certificates 

58,281 
(64.7%) 

 

 

Birth registrations 

101,159 
(84.3%) 

Overview 
Proof of Registration (PoR) cards are important tools of protection that provide temporary legal 
stay and freedom of movement for the 1.38 million registered Afghan refugees in Pakistan. Proof of 
Registration (PoR) cards which have expired at the end of 2015 have been extended through official 
notification until 31 January 2018*. 
 
Five PoR Card Modification (PCM) centres - located in Peshawar, Quetta, Lahore, Karachi and Ra-
walpindi and four mobile registration vans deployed in Khyber Paktunkhwa, Balochistan and Punjab 
support the modification/replacement of existing cards, the registration of new born children up to 
the age of five, the provision of PoR cards to registered children who have reached five years of 
age and who are now entitled to their own cards, as well as the issuance of birth certificates to 
children under the age of 18 years old.  
 
December witnessed a slight increase in applicants for PCM centre services with 4,600 applicants 
availing themselves of registration services during the reporting period (representing a 24 percent 
increase compared to November 2017). 
 
In 2017, UNHCR prioritised funds for the birth registration of 60,000 children. The target for 2017 
was increased from 60,000 to 120,000 as approximately 84,000 births had been registered at PCM 
centres and mobile registration vans by the end of April. The target for the issuance of birth certifi-
cates was 90,000. The target for the issuance of individual PoR cards was 150,000 children who 
have reached five years of age and are eligible to receive their individual cards from the PCM cen-
tres.** 
 
There is a significant gap (43 percent) between number of births registered and issuance of birth 
certificates, mainly because mobile registration vans do not have the facilities to issue birth certifi-
cate at the time of registration. Another reason for the gap is that PCM staff do not print birth 
certificates at the time of collection of modified cards by the applicants. UNHCR is following-up 
with NADRA to minimise this gap. 
 
From 1 January to 31 December 2017, 101,159 births have been registered, reflecting 84% of the 
revised estimated registration target set for 2017. In addition 58,281 children received birth 

certificates, reflecting 65% of the set target for 2017 for the issuance of birth certificates.  

In 2017, 120,000 person of concerns approached PCM centre for card modification services. 
Against the overall PCM processing around 6,000 cards are in production stage at NADRA HQ which 
are expected to be printed by the second week of January and will be made available at the PCM 
centres by 20 January 2018. UNHCR is in continuous follow-up with NADRA for the printing of these 
cards on a priority basis. 
 
*PoR cards have been extended until the end of January 2018 by the Federal Cabinet in its meeting of 3 January 
2018, pending SAFRON submission of a Repatriation plan at which time a further extension will also be considered. 

 

 
Refugees availed registration ser-
vices (Cases processed + Birth regis-
tration) 

221,594 

From January—December 2017 
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Registration activities summary by location - January — December 2017 

Birth registrations 

Provision of PoR cards to registered chil-
dren that have reached 5 years of age 

Card modification / replacement 

UNHCR Pakistan's overall country outputs against the 
targets of birth registration, birth certificate issuance 
and provision of PoR cards to registered children that 
have reached five years of age are running well and will 
be fully achieved by the end of the year. These overall 
targets have been apportioned to each centre based on 
the size of the Afghan refugee population for which the 
centre provides services. 
  
During the month of December, the trend in registration 
activities increased (22%) slightly compared to those in 
November 2017 at all PCM centres countrywide (around 
2,500 children were registered in December 2017 at all 
the PCM centres countrywide compared to 2,050 in the 
month of November 2017).  
 
58,281 birth certificates were issued between January 
and December 2017.  
 
In 2017 mobile registration van operations were con-
ducted for six months in Khyber Paktunkhwa, Balochi-
stan and Punjab province. The only challenge to the 
MRVs is the fact that birth certificates were not able to 
be issued due to operational/technical reasons. NADRA 
assured UNHCR that all those children who are regis-
tered through mobile registration vans will receive their 
birth certificate when their parents collect their modi-
fied PoR cards from the nearest PCM centre. Efforts are 
being made by UNHCR and NADRA to ensure delivery of 
the birth certificates to the families visiting the PCM 
centres.  
  
In order to facilitate applicants living in remote areas of 
Khyber Paktunkhwa and Balochistan, NADRA has de-
ployed a mobile delivery van as per UNHCR’s request. 
The facility was utilised for three months (2 months for 
Khyber Paktunkhwa and 1 month for Balochistan. 3,300 
applicants in Balochistan and 8,000 applicants in Khyber 
Paktunkhwa benefit from the mobile delivery van ser-
vices and were delivered their modified cards. 
 
From 1 January to 31 December 2017, 7,028 lost or sto-
len cards were replaced.  Deaths of refugees continue to 
be significantly underreported. Only 215 deaths were 
registered/ reported between January and December 
2017.  

Data Source: Afghan National Registration Database (ANR) - 2017 
For feedback : Information Management Unit: Jaber@unhcr.org / Zahoor@unhcr.org 
More information available on http://www.unhcrpk.org  

Birth certificates 

Total registered  
refugees in Pakistan as 
of 31 December 2017 
1,389,506 
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Above percentage presented against the target of 120,000 new births during 2017 

Above percentage presented against the target of 90,000 birth cerƟficates 

Above percentage presented against the target of 150,000 children who have 
reached five years 


