
Fi
gh

ti
ng

 H
un

ge
r 

W
or

ld
w

id
e 

Vam 
food security analysis 

Refugee Price Monitoring Jan—June 2017 

UGANDA 
Kyaka II, Rwamwanja, Kyangwali, Kiryandongo, Adjumani/Pakelle and Rhino Camp   

This report provides an analysis of the market prices of the key commodities that make up the in-kind food basket compared to the cash transfer value distributed by WFP to 
the refugee beneficiaries. The report focuses on price data collected from Adjumani/Pakelle, Arua/Rhino Camp, Kiryandongo, Kyaka II, Rwamwanja and Kyangwali settlements 
(January –June 2017). The prices analyzed here are for major commodities of the in-kind food basket which include maize grain, beans and maize flour (for EVH). However, in 
estimating the cash transfer value, prices for all the in-kind food basket commodities are included (Millet flour as a proxy for CSB). 

 There was a general increase in food prices across the settle-
ments and different parts of the country during the second quar-
ter of 2017 compared to January—March period. 

 
 Cash transfer beneficiaries on full ration (100%) and half ration 

(50%) in all settlements were not in position to buy an equiva-
lent of the WFP in-kind food basket using the cash transfer value 
received during the second quarter of the year due to high pric-
es. In Rwamwanja settlement, it was in April and May when the 
situation was worse but normalized in June. 

 
 In Rwamwanja and Kyangwali settlements, EVH cash transfer 

beneficiaries were still able to meet their food needs using the 
cash transfer value received from WFP during the April—June 
period. However, cash transfer beneficiaries in other settlements 
could not meet their food needs due to high prices. 

 
 
 The latest cash transfer value of UGX 31,000 (full ration), UGX 

17,000 (half ration) and  UGX 45,000 (EVH) could not support 
cash transfer beneficiaries to meet the market prices in all settle-
ments at the same time. Therefore, there is need for another 
upward revision of the cash transfer value in all or some of the 
settlements. 

 
 If we consider Rhino Camp settlement which displays the highest 

prices as our basis for a revision in the cash transfer value, the 
ideal value for the second quarter would have been UGX 45,000 
(full ration), UGX 25,000 (half ration) and UGX 54,000 (EVH). 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS Refugee Settlements Price Monitoring 
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Refugee Price Monitoring Jan—June 2017 

UGANDA 

Kyaka II Settlement January—June 2017 

 There was a general increase in retail prices for key food commodities during 
the second quarter of 2017 (April-June) compared to January, February and 
March.  

 
 Prices for maize grain, maize flour, millet flour, vegetable oil and salt were high-

er by 44%, 33%, 15%, 12% and 6% during the second quarter compared to 
the first quarter respectively. 

 
 Price for beans was lower during the second quarter compared to the first quar-

ter of 2017 by 7% as a result of the May/June harvest. 
 
 The increase in prices for key food basket commodities affected the WFP cash 

transfer value to an extent that beneficiaries’ purchasing power reduced by 
14% (full ration), 15% (half ration) and 9% (EVH) compared to the market 
value. All cash transfer beneficiaries (100%, 50% & EVH) could not afford to 
buy a WFP in-kind food basket at market price in April, May & June. 

 Maize harvest is expected in July and prices are projected to come down. Oth-
erwise cash transfer value has to be revised during the third quarter of the 
year. 

Full Ration Cash Transfer Value 

Half Ration Cash Transfer Value EVH Ration Cash Transfer Value 
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UGANDA 

Rwamwanja Settlement January—June 2017 
 
 Average retail prices for maize flour, maize grain and beans increased in April 

and May but later reduced in June. Prices for vegetable oil, millet flour and salt 
remained stable (see price table on page 8). 

 
 As a result of the price fluctuations, the cash transfer value received by benefi-

ciaries (full ration-100% & half ration-50%) could not buy a WFP in-kind food 
basket  at market price in April and May.  In June 2017, cash transfer benefi-
ciaries were able to buy a WFP in-kind food basket at market price due to re-
duced prices for maize grain, maize flour and beans. 

 
 Despite the price increases in April and June, EVH cash beneficiaries could still 

afford to buy a WFP in-kind food basket at market price during the second 
quarter of the year. 

 
 Retail prices for maize grain and flour are expected to remain stable in July 

and August, implying that cash transfer beneficiaries will still be able to buy a 
WFP in-kind food basket at market price during the third quarter of the year. 

Full Ration Cash Transfer Value 

Half Ration Cash Transfer Value EVH Ration Cash Transfer Value 



Fi
gh

ti
ng

 H
un

ge
r 

W
or

ld
w

id
e 

Vam 
food security analysis 

Refugee Price Monitoring Jan—June 2017 

UGANDA 

Kyangwali Settlement January—June 2017 
 
 Average retail prices for maize grain, beans, millet flour, vegetable oil and salt  

increased during the second quarter as compared to the first quarter of the 
year. In June 2017, prices for maize grain and maize flour decreased due to 
the harvest season (see price table on page 8). 

 
 Cash transfer beneficiaries (full ration-100% & half ration-50%) could not af-

ford to buy a WFP in-kind food basket at market price during the second quar-
ter despite the decrease in maize prices in June. This is because prices for oth-
er commodities were still high.   

 
 A revised cash transfer value of UGX 45,000 (for EVH) implemented at the 

beginning of April 2017 ensured that EVH beneficiaries had access to an equi-
table WFP in-kind food basket at market price during the second quarter. 

 
 However, a 12% loss in the purchasing power of the WFP cash transfer value 

due to increased food prices will necessitate an upward revision of the value 
for beneficiaries on full ration (100%) and half ration (50%) during the third 
quarter. 

Full Ration Cash Transfer Value 

Half Ration Cash Transfer Value EVH Ration Cash Transfer Value 
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Kiryandongo Settlement January—June 2017 
 
 Average retail prices for key food commodities were higher during the second 

quarter compared to the first quarter of the year; maize grain (55%), maize 
flour (15%), millet flour (38%) and vegetable oil (6%) see price table on page 
8. 

 
 Despite a recent upward revision of the cash transfer value, beneficiaries (full 

ration-100%, EVH & half ration-50%) in Kiryandongo settlement could not 
afford to buy a WFP in-kind food basket  at market price during the second 
quarter due to high prices.  

 
 
 Kiryandongo settlement is located in a maize producing area and harvest is 

ongoing. Prices are expected to go down in July and August. If prices remain 
high then another cash transfer value upward revision will be necessary during 
the third quarter of 2017. 

Full Ration Cash Transfer Value 

Half Ration Cash Transfer Value EVH Ration Cash Transfer Value 
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UGANDA 

Rhino Camp  Settlement January—June 2017 
 
 Average retail prices for maize grain and flour increased by 64% and 14% re-

spectively during the second quarter of 2017 as compared to the first one. 
There was no millet flour on the market and we had to use Adjumani market 
price as a proxy which was also higher during the second quarter by 49%. 
Prices for other commodities were relatively stable with changes not more 
than 7%. 

 
 As a result of the price increases, there was a deterioration in the purchasing 

power of the WFP cash transfer value among all cash beneficiaries (full ration-
100%, EVH & half ration-50%). During the second quarter, the WFP cash 
transfer value was less than the market transfer value by 30% among the full 
ration (100%) beneficiaries, 31% among half ration and 10% among EVH. 

 
 
 The market analysis indicates that cash transfer beneficiaries are not able to 

purchase the required WFP in-kind food basket at market price. Therefore, 
WFP needs to look into revising the cash transfer value upwards to ensure that 
beneficiaries meet their food needs. 

Full Ration Cash Transfer Value 

Half Ration Cash Transfer Value EVH Ration Cash Transfer Value 
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UGANDA 

Adjumani-Pakelle Settlement January—June 2017 
 
 Average retail prices for the key food commodities in markets around Adju-

mani/Pakelle settlement were higher during the second quarter compared to 
the first quarter of the year; maize grain (51%), maize flour (29%), beans 
(13%) and millet flour (see price table on page 8). 

 
 As a result of the increased prices, the purchasing power of the WFP cash 

transfer value was negatively affected. All cash transfer beneficiaries (full ra-
tion-100%, EVH & half ration-50%) in Adjumani/Pakelle settlement could not 
afford to buy a WFP in-kind food basket  at market price during the second 
quarter of the year.  

 
 
 Important to note is that price increases have not only been experienced in 

the refugee settlements but across the country due to low supplies. However, 
the late June/July maize harvest is expected to increase market supply and 
prices are likely to go down. But it is also good to note that a cash transfer 
value upward revision will be necessary during the third quarter. 

Full Ration Cash Transfer Value 

Half Ration Cash Transfer Value EVH Ration Cash Transfer Value 
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Refugee Price Monitoring June 2016—June  2017 
Adjumani/Pakelle, Arua/Rhino Camp , Kiryandongo, Kyangwali, Kyaka II and Rwamwanja Settlements  

Ration 

Price Data June  2016– June 2017 
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