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Finding Solutions 
Senegalese refugees indicated that they would only return to Senegal when 
the conflict is resolved in Casamance. Consequently, local integration and 
resettlement are the most viable durable solutions. Both countries of asylum 
provide favorable frameworks and environment for local integration through 
alternative legal status and naturalization.   

Achievement 
In Guinea-Bissau, the Government gave blanket naturalization to all 
Senegalese refugees by signing the “Declaração oficial da Cláusula de 
Integração Local Definitiva de Refugiados de Longa Duração” in December 

2017 and reduced the administrative fees 
by 80% (to FCFA 150,000 / person). 
Additionally, all 582 refugees under 14, 
who never had any identity documents, 
received birth certificates in 2018.  

In the Gambia, the authorities have 
agreed to include the years spent as a 
refugee towards the total time required 
to meet the criteria for naturalization and to prolong the validity of a 
residence permit from one year to 5 years for all refugees.  For Senegalese 
refugees, the authorities cut the processing fee for residence permits by 
80% to GMD 200 and eliminated the tax requirement.   

Development 
In Guinea-Bissau, the Government started the naturalization 
process for all Senegalese refugees.  In the Gambia, UNHCR 
is encouraging refugees opting to locally integrate to start the 
process. UNHCR continues to advocate for the local 
authorities to issue certificates of land ownership to refugees.  

Way Forward 
By the end of 2018, the Government of Guinea-Bissau will 
start issuing national ID cards to naturalized refugees, 
followed by the issuance of the citizenship certificates. In 
the Gambia, the sensitization and advocacy will continue.   

History 
Since 1982, there has been waves of Senegalese from Casamance fleeing caused by a “low-intensity” conflict 
between the Movement of Democratic Forces for Casamance and the Government.  The refugees share ethnic, 
cultural, and linguistic affinities with the local population.  The openness of host communities, favorable protection 
environments and positive attitudes of the local authorities, as well as geographical proximity, facilitated a smooth 
integration of refugees in the countries of asylum.

2018 Local Integration 
Budget $2,815,286 

Funded 
(OL) 
$224,700 

Not Funded 
(AOL) 

$2,590,586 

18,029 
Senegalese Refugees 

in the Gambia & GNB (Aug.18) 

UNHCR is firmly committed to the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. The 
Sustainable Development Goals can 
provide a basis for improved protection and, 
ultimately, solutions for forcibly displaced 
people. The promise to “leave no one 
behind” provides a basis to include the 
needs of refugees, IDPs, and stateless 
persons, in development planning. 
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8,029 in Gambia 
10,000 in Guinea-Bissau 
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