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Hope for the small ones

by MEDAIR

“He was like a shy flower and now he has bloomed,’

says Ali about his son Majed. At the Community Devel-

opment Centre run by Caritas in the Bekaa Valley,

children with specific needs like Majed can learn new

things and make new friends while enjoying their

time. Ali and his family of 10 children escaped the

crisis in Syria and came to Lebanon five years ago. |

only wanted to get my children to a safe place, and Majed enjoys his time in the kids’ club of the Community Development Centre in the
Lebanon was the best option for us,” says Ali. Bekaa Valley - MEDAIR ©

Thanks to the support from UNHCR, Medair’'s new project targeting Persons with Specific Needs (PwSN)
provided the Community Development Centre with three access ramps: two at the entrance, and one for the
extended toilet, along with handrails. The aim of this project is twofold: to increase the capacity of persons
with limited mobility to move around unassisted or with less assistance from a caregiver; and, in this case, to
improve access to public buildings so that people with specific needs can effectively participate in society on
an equal basis with others, and do so with dignity.

“Thanks to our collaboration with Medair, we transformed this centre to become accessible for children with
specific needs,” says Nivine Nassar, who is Caritas’ project coordinator responsible for supporting Syrian refu-
gee children in the Bekaa Valley and Mount Lebanon.“Our aim is to give hope to children with specific needs,
teach them new skills, and let them enjoy their time while meeting new friends—and Medair helped us
achieve our goals,” adds Nivine.

“Majed has now visited this centre five times, and has already changed in ways no one could imagine. He
didn’t play or eat before, but now his character has changed. He is more sociable and wants to keep coming
here. His ambitions and spirits have grown,” says his father. Majed has never been able to walk, and his father
faced difficulties when taking him to such places, because it is not easy for him to keep carrying his growing
son.”l want to thank Medair for making this centre easily accessible for my beloved son,”adds Ali.

Medair will continue its activities in Lebanon to bring relief to families who need it and to help people live their
lives with dignity, as it works side-by-side with communities to leave a lasting positive impact.

Prepared by the Interfagency Information Management Unit For more information contact Shelter Coordinators: Abdulrahman Abdelghani at abdelgab@unhcr.org and Mazen Riachi at riachimazen@outlook.com



Organizations per district

'I partners reported shelter activities from
Jan-August 2018 into Activitylnfo

The achievements described in this dashboard are the
collective work of the following partners based on
reporting on ActivityInfo:

Association of Volunteers in International
Service (AVSI), Cooperative for Assistance and
Relief Everywhere (CARE), Danish Refugee
Council (DRQ), Gruppo di Volontariato Civile
(GVQ), HabitatForHumanity, Himaya Daeem
Aataa (HDA), Intersos, MEDAIR International
Humanitarian Aid Organisation (MED AIR),
CONCERN, Norweigan Refugee Council (NRC),
PCPM, Premiere Urgence - Aide Médicale
Internationale (PU-AMI), Save the Children
International (SCI), Solidarites  (Solidarités),
UN-Habitat, United Nations High Commisioner
for Refugees (UNHCR).
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Note: This map has been produced by UNHCR based on maps and material provided by the Government of Lebanon for UNHCR operation-
al purposes. It does not constitute an official United Nations map. The designations employed and the presentation of material on this map
do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of
any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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For more information contact Shelter Coordinators: Abdulrahman Abdelghani at abdelgab@unhcr.org and Mazen Riachi at riachimazen@outlook.com



