
     

Addis Ababa, 06 March 2020  
 

 

Singer Betty G named UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador for Ethiopia 

Singer and songwriter Betty G, a multiple AFRIMA award winner and one of Africa’s 
fast rising music stars, today became a Goodwill Ambassador for UNHCR, the UN 
Refugee Agency. 
 
“I am humbled and honored to have been selected to serve refugees who are among 
the world’s most vulnerable people,” said Betty G at the appointment ceremony, which 
was held this morning in Addis Ababa. “I’m fully committed to this noble cause”. 
 
Her appointment ceremony was combined with the commemoration of International 
Women’s Day taking into consideration Betty G’s keen interest in women’s 
empowerment 
 
Born as Bruktwait Getahun, Betty G catapulted to stardom in 2015 following the 
release of her debut album Manew Fitsum which earned her a huge following. She  
gained fame across Africa following her appearances in Coke Studio Africa and her 
subsequent nomination for six AFRIMA awards, winning in three of them in 2018.  
Betty G also performed Yamlu Mola's "Sin Jaalada"  and ‘Hagere’ at the 2019 Nobel 
Peace Prize Ceremony in Oslo.  
 
Prior to becoming a Goodwill Ambassador, Betty G served as UNHCR’s High Profile 
Supporter and visited a number of refugee camps in Ethiopia hosting South Sudanese, 
Eritrean and Somali refugees. In her interviews with media, she called upon the 
international community to help Ethiopia help the over 850,000 refugees the country 
generously hosted at the time.  
 
The UNHCR Representative in Ethiopia, Ann Encontre, congratulated Betty G on her 
nomination and commended her for her personal commitment and the important 
contributions she has already made to the refugee cause over the last couple of years. 
 
“Your nomination has come at an opportune moment when the world has shown a 
renewed commitment to support generous hosts like Ethiopia to help the refugees 
together with the communities that host them,” she said. 

https://www.okayafrica.com/afrima-2018-winners/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y6urxBosKfo
http://www.coca-colacompany.com/videos/betty-g-doumba-cover-coke-studio-africa-yt-bv0o4ip70i
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://click.info-unhcr.org/?qs%3Dc70686598f1f7281d73b355f7ddd64e03ab2f20fdb7f4562d06eb3934342513000077c8e0ad07aa2e3edcd79b688efe1&data=02|01|gegziabk@unhcr.org|41e59a730cee4f68cafc08d67d40d901|e5c37981666441348a0c6543d2af80be|0|0|636834114794332353&sdata=0IZsswskWOzcqL5bMesWptYD50BRtqTnrNWmVi8wlbY%3D&reserved=0


Encontre said Betty G’s advocacy and fundraising work has inspired others to support 
UNHCR’s work, and underscored that UNHCR very much looks forward to working 
with her to help Ethiopia help refugees not just to survive but also to thrive together 
with the communities that host them.  

At the ceremony, Betty G commended the Ethiopian people and Government for 
hosting a large number of refugees for a long period of time.  
“I’m proud of be  a citizen of a country that is willing to always keep its borders open 
for those in need,” she said.“By becoming UNHCR National Goodwill Ambassador, I 
wish to stand behind such incredible acts of hospitality and humanity,” she added. 
 
When reflecting on her interactions with refugees, she described how women defied 
all odds and remained hopeful. 
“In the Afar Region I met with women who organized themselves in self-help 
associations and were engaged in small-scale businesses,” she said.  “I was amazed by 
these women; they have been forced to flee and passed through a lot, but they still 
find the courage and strength to learn new skills, find new ways to make a living and 
help their families achieve a better future.” 
 
She called for more international support to help Ethiopia help the refugees and the 
host communities in the different regions.  
Goodwill Ambassadors are some of the most recognizable public faces who help 
UNHCR in advocating on behalf of refugees through their influence, dedication and 
hard work. 
 
END 
 
For more information on this topic – please contact:  
Kisut Gebreegziabher, gegziabk@unhcr.org, +251911208901 
Helle Degn, degn@unhcr.org , +251944310071 
 
For your interview requests with Betty G, please contact: 
Eyob Alemayehu: +251911219696    
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