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 Situation 
 In Aruba, Curaçao, the Dominican Republic, Guyana and 

Trinidad and Tobago, public health regulaƟons and 
movement restricƟon measures  conƟnued in April due 
to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, resulƟng in the 
loss of livelihoods and heightened vulnerability for 
Venezuelans and the host populaƟon. Unemployment, 
increments in pricing, food insecurity, threats of evicƟon, 
and access to healthcare were reported as the main 
concerns throughout the sub-region. Remote modaliƟes 
of working and physical distancing protocols remained 
enforced for R4V partners. 

 The numbers of COVID-19 cases in the Dominican 
Republic  increased, causing  an extended state of 
emergency and a reducƟon of livelihood opportuniƟes. 

 The negaƟve impact of travel restricƟons on Aruba’s 
tourism-dependent economy led some 400 Venezuelans 
to register for voluntary return to Venezuela on the 

Department of IntegraƟon and Management of 
Foreigners' website. R4V Partners requested that the 
Aruban Government  provide clarificaƟon on condiƟons 
and required documentaƟon that apply to these returns. 
As of 30 April, no return had taken place and discussions 
between the Governments of Aruba and Venezuela 
conƟnued.  

 Trinidad and Tobago local press reported arrests of 
Venezuelans, including minors, at unauthorized social 
gatherings labelled "COVID-19 parƟes". Unfavorable 
press coverage and potenƟal recourse to negaƟve coping 
mechanisms in facing employment losses conƟnue to be 
of concern. 

 On 24 April, in compliance with an order by the Supreme 
Court, the Guyana ElecƟons Commission approved a 25-
day operaƟonal plan to carry out  the recount of all votes 
cast at the 2 March General and Regional ElecƟons. 

Response 
 R4V partners conƟnued to provide direct emergency 

assistance in the Caribbean subregion to Venezuelan 
refugees and migrants. The type of direct emergency 
assistance provided to those in vulnerable condiƟons 
included mainly food and non-food items (NFIs), shelter, 
cash-based intervenƟons (CBI), health assistance and 
protecƟon support. The lack of formal and informal job 
opportuniƟes in host countries exacerbated by the COVID-
19 pandemic, had a significant impact on host populaƟons’ 
and Venezuelans’ ability to be self-reliant and to improve 
mental well-being.   

 With food insecurity on the rise across the subregion, R4V 
stepped up their intervenƟons, providing food assistance 
to 124 Venezuelans in the form of food vouchers and food 
baskets in Aruba. In Curaçao, a government iniƟaƟve led to 
the creaƟon of a food distribuƟon network which was 
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Figure 1: 
DistribuƟon 
of food 
hampers 
and baby 
kits to 
single 
mothers 
affected by 
COVID-19 
in Guyana  
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coordinated by R4V partners. The efforts reached 1,739 
beneficiaries from the Venezuelan and host populaƟons. In 
Trinidad and Tobago, R4V Partners prioriƟzed food 
assistance to 345 Venezuelan families. Direct deliveries of 
food packages and food vouchers were conducted with the 
assistance of community groups who aided in transporƟng 
food hampers to remote areas. Separately, partners 
approved two quick impact projects with local NGOs to aid 
in rapid food distribuƟon. In the Dominican Republic and 
Guyana, food assistance reached 1,726 Venezuelan 
refugees and migrants.  

 As part of their emergency support, R4V partners provided 
different forms of temporary accommodaƟons and 
emergency shelter. In the Dominican Republic, 95 
refugees and migrants benefited from support with rental 
accommodaƟon. AlternaƟvely, in Curaçao partners 
provided short-term temporary housing soluƟons to 4 
Venezuelans, while short term lodging at hotels was 
provided to two Venezuelans in the Dominican Republic.   

 With remote working modaliƟes and physical distancing 
protocols in place, the use of CBI increased in the sub-
region. MulƟ-purpose CBI reached 122 Venezuelan 
migrants and refugees in Aruba, while in the Dominican 
Republic, it was provided to 206 Venezuelan refugees and 
migrants in the form of vouchers and cash. Of the 206 
beneficiaries, 56 were adult males, 80 females and 70 
children. In Trinidad and Tobago, R4V partners reviewed 
the criteria for administering mulƟpurpose CBI to include 
COVID-19 impacts (criterion to be added to other CBI SOPs 
across the subregion) and aided the most affected families 
with very limited resources. Sixty-three individuals 
including 59 Venezuelan refugees and migrants were 
assisted. Non-Food Items (NFI) kits, including COVID-19 

kits and cash vouchers were also distributed to 254 
Venezuelan individuals, including 88 adult males, 78 adult 
females and 88 children in Trinidad and Tobago. Whereas 
in Guyana, 720 Venezuelans benefited from the 
distribuƟon of NFIs.  

 AcƟviƟes to promote access to health were also conducted 
in the Caribbean countries. R4V partner health clinic 
provided emergency health services to 165 Venezuelan 
beneficiaries in Curaçao.  The same clinic provided Primary 
health care services for 402 refugees and migrants from 
Venezuela both by ‘remote’ and ‘in-person’ modaliƟes. 
Secondary health service consultaƟons, including the 
prevenƟon of HIV/AIDS were also provided to two 
Venezuelans. In the Dominican Republic, 31 persons 
received primary healthcare assistance. 

 To ensure the protecƟon of Venezuelans, partners 
conƟnued providing protecƟon assistance mainly via 
remote modaliƟes during the month of April. In Aruba ,168 
Venezuelans received case management services, while 87 
refugees and migrants from Venezuela received protecƟon 
services via Hotline Non-Case Management services set up 
by R4V partners. In Trinidad and Tobago, one partner 
provided safe shelter to 4 Venezuelan vicƟms of trafficking 
and at-risk refugees and migrants. As for detenƟon cases, 
one R4V partner followed up by providing legal assistance 
to 18 individuals. 

 In Guyana, protecƟon acƟviƟes conƟnued with capacity 
building to develop protocols and referral pathways for 12 
local frontline service providers. AddiƟonally, 17 at-risk  
Venezuelans were provided with counselling services 
regarding legal rights and available services. Furthermore, 
249 refugee and migrant children from Venezuela received 
specialised child protecƟon services (prevenƟon and 
response to violence) through the efforts of one R4V 
partner. In the Dominican Republic, one partner provided 
remote psychological support to 8 Venezuelans. Legal 
orientaƟon during biometric registraƟon was also provided 
to two Venezuelans. In addiƟon, partners provided 
specialized legal assistance to 61 Venezuelan refugees and 
migrants in the Dominican Republic and Trinidad and 
Tobago, bringing the total to  63 persons having received 
legal services. 

 In order to guarantee the right to educaƟon during the 
pandemic, R4V partners in Trinidad and Tobago maintained 
educaƟonal services to Venezuelan children, moving their 
educaƟonal offerings to 100% online modality. EducaƟon 
teams adapted online teaching methodologies, curricula 
and intervenƟons, and provided addiƟonal support, 
including the provision of tablets to 324 Venezuelan 
students.  

Figure 2: Trinidad & Tobago Police Service receives NFI kits for 
distribuƟon to vicƟms of GBV 
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PARTNERS IN THE RESPONSE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF: GOVERNMENT OF CANADA, EUROPEAN COMMISSION'S HUMANITARIAN AID 
AND CIVIL PROTECTION DEPARTMENT, GOVERNMENT OF IRELAND, UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN'S FUND, UNICEF NATIONAL COMMITTEE/CANADA, US 
FUND FOR UNICEF ** 
 

 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 
Catalina Acevedo, Caribbean Sub-Regional CoordinaƟon Officer, IOM, cacevedo@iom.int. 
Miriam Aertker, Senior Field Coordinator, UNHCR, aertker@unhcr.org. 
R4V- Response for Venezuela: hƩps://r4v.info/en/situaƟons/plaƞorm 
FINANCIAL TRACKING SYSTEM: HTTPS://FTS.UNOCHA.ORG.APPEALS/726/SUMMARY   
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