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More than 900,000 Rohingya refugees living across 34 camps in Cox’s Bazar faced a multitude of challenges in 2021 including
devastating fires, flooding, the spread of COVID-19 and the strict lockdowns, as well as a number of serious security incidents.

In the final quarter of the year, UNHCR worked to further strengthen emergency preparedness and response for disasters,
including training of refugees and partners, and enhancing equipment in the camps.

COVID-19 lockdown measures continued to be lifted. Learning centres for children, safe spaces and other facilities used by
vulnerable groups reopened. As of end 2021, 582 UNHCR-run learning centres had reopened reaching some 38,000 children in
16 camps. UNHCR continues to advocate for access to education for all refugee children.

Following strong advocacy, the Government included refugees in the nationwide COVID-19 vaccination campaign, some
420,000 refugees aged 18 and over are eligible.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH

* UNHCR and partners modified and operationalized 14 three-wheeler vehicles and equipped them with water pumps and fire
extinguishers to bolster fire equipment in the camps. An additional 20 vehicles are in process of being modified. In December, 90
refugee volunteers were trained on fire safety, 100 on search and rescue, and 125 on first aid, as part of series of emergency
response trainings conducted by UNHCR and partners. Humanitarian actors continue to focus on disaster preparedness and
response after extensive flooding and devastating fires marked 2021. Fires in the Rohingya refugee camps are particularly severe
due to overcrowding, poor infrastructure and use of flammable materials for shelters (bamboo and tarpaulin). The dry season
between October to June increases the occurrence of fires.

* COVID-19 vaccination continued in the camps and over
300,000 refugees received their first dose of the vaccine,
while 33,386 their second dose, as part of a campaign to
vaccinate all refugees aged 18 and above. The prevalence of
COVID-19 in the camps remained low, with 3,308 positive
cases and 34 deaths since March 2020. On Bhasan Char
5,541 refugees received their first dose of the vaccine; a
six-day campaign started on 28 December to vaccinate all
refugees on the island aged 18 and above (7,129).

UNHCR handed over the management of the first Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) in Cox’s Bazar to the Sadar District Hospital.
The ICU treated 1137 patients since it opened in June 2020,
mostly Bangladeshi citizens residing in Cox’s Bazar district
and nearby areas (80%). Rohingya refugees are also referred
to the facility from the camps.

* Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) increased by 13.7% among
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as “serious”, according to the yearly Standard Expanded
Nutrition Survey (SENS) conducted across the camps to
determine the health and nutrition status of refugees. The outcomes of the survey will support programming by UNHCR, WFP and
other humanitarian actors in 2022 to respond to the health and nutrition needs of refugee children.

e Over 900 refugee community activists, leaders, and health actors, including 400 women, completed the second phase of training
for ‘SASA! Together’, a project seeking to instigate proactive roles among participants in preventing violence against women in
the camps.

e Activities marking the annual “16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based Violence’ campaign took place across the camps to
engage communities in awareness raising, dialogue and capacity building. This year the campaign’s focus was on collective
responsibility to end GBV. Over 2,700 refugees took part in UNHCR’s activities including visual art competitions, cultural events,
cooking sessions and discussions.

159 Lightning Protection Systems were installed across the camps, a safety measure against lightning strikes as Bangladesh is a
high-risk area in South East Asia. Four refugees were killed by lightning in Cox’s Bazar in 2021.

e The construction of three depots for safe storage and distribution of Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG) cylinders, in line with
government regulations, was completed in Camps 1E, 4, and 5. Since September 2018, UNHCR and IOM, with partners, have
been distributing LPG as sustainable and clean cooking energy to all-refugee households, it has become the primary cooking fuel
in the camps.

BHASAN CHAR: On a pilot basis, the Government facilitated “go and see” visits for 44 refugees living in Cox’s Bazar to visit
Bhasan Char, and “come and tell” visits by 77 refugees living on Bhasan Char to Cox’s Bazar to share their experiences. UNHCR,
on behalf of the UN, continues to engage with the Government to further work on conditions and modalities for movements
between the island and the mainland.
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DONORS

UNHCR in Bangladesh is grateful for the support of Australia, )
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, the European Union, France,
Germany, Ireland, ltaly, Japan, Jersey, Luxembourg, the Republic of .
Korea, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Romania, Spain, Government of Japan for a generous donation

Sweden, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, the United States of of USD 4.4 million to 'mpm‘,’e access t‘?
America. and UN CERF. healthcare for refugees and their Bangladeshi

host communities in Cox’s Bazar district!

UNHCR signed an agreement with the

With additional support received from individuals, foundations, and
companies worldwide, including Education Cannot Wait, Giuliana
Lagetto, Kuwait Patients Helping Fund Society (KPHFS), Shih Wing
Ching Foundation, Tanmeia Foundation, The Big Heart Foundation, POPULATION UPDATE
TTY Management BV, Unilever (UK), UNIQLO, Wamy and private

donors from Australia, Brazil, China, Germany, ltaly, Japan, Kuwait, ,i\‘ i‘ 918,841 52% * 48%*
|

Lebanon, Republic of Korea, Singapore, Spain, UAE.

Total Refugee Population
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Financial requirements for Bangladesh: US$ 294.5 million

Camp 1E

Camp W Kutupalong RC

Camp 2W
Camp4 Camp3 P

52% :

Us$294.5 M

Total required

48%

UNHCR PARTNERS

Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief | Action Aid Bangladesh |
ACF | Bangladesh Red Crescent Society | Bangladesh Legal Aid and Legend .
Services Trust | Bangladesh Rehabilitation Assistance Committee | I iR e s A
Caritas Bangladesh | Center for Natural Resource Studies | COAST tm
(Coastal Association for Social Transformation Trust) | CODEC 2 ﬁ'““‘

(Community Development Centre) | Danish Refugee Council | FH
Association | Gonoshasthaya Kendra | Handicap International |
Helvetas Swiss Intercooperation | International Union for
Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources | Light House | Mukti

Cox’s Bazar | NGO Forum for Public Health | Oxfam GB | Relief O
International | Research, Training and Management International | Gamp 23

Save the Children International | Social Assistance and Rehabilitation i}
for the Physically Vulnerable | TAI (Technical Assistance Incorporated) —_—
| Terre des Hommes

CONTACTS AND LINKS

Hannah Macdonald, External Relations Officer, Cox’s Bazar, macdonah@unhcr.org
Romain Desclous, Senior External Relations Officer, Dhaka, desclous@unhcr.org

LINKS: UNHCR data portal - Facebook - Twitter




