
SUDAN EMERGENCY: IMPACT UPDATE 

  
 

 UNHCR 2023 1 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  

Sudan Emergency 
Six-month Impact Update 

 
As of 6 November 2023 

 



SUDAN EMERGENCY: IMPACT UPDATE 

  
 

 UNHCR 2023 2 
 

 
 
 

  

 

Thank you for your support  
 
On behalf of the people we serve, and all of us at UNHCR, thank you for your support 
and solidarity with people forced to flee the crisis in Sudan.  
 
With your contribution, millions of people have been reached with life-saving 
assistance, protection and supplies. 
 
Your continued support to people forced to flee remains as important today as ever. 
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Humanitarian context 
 
On 15 April, fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and paramilitary group 
Rapid Support Forces (RSF) broke out in Sudan and has continued relentlessly ever 
since. The violence has killed hundreds of people, wounded thousands and devastated 
neighbourhoods, buildings, and key infrastructure. There have been reports of grave 
human rights abuse, civilians being targeted, looting and ethnic attacks.  
 
In just six months, nearly 6 million people have been forced to flee – an average of 1 
million people per month. Over 4.8 million people have been displaced inside Sudan 
adding to the more than 3 million who were internally displaced before the conflict. 
Sudan hosted more than 1.1 million refugees and asylum seekers a in the country, 
mainly from South Sudan, Central African Republic, Chad, Eritrea and Ethiopia.  
 
Over 1.1 million people have fled to neighbouring countries (Central African Republic, 
Chad, Egypt, Ethiopia, and South Sudan) in search of safety.  
 
Inside Sudan, the impact of the conflict is dire in the locations directly affected but it 
goes beyond to the rest of country that is witnessing mass displacement. Sudan now 
has one of the largest and fastest-growing internal displacement situations in the world. 
Displaced people are struggling with food, water, and fuel shortages, blackouts, and 
lack access to education and healthcare. Since the start of the rainy season, as flooding 
brings an increase in water-borne diseases, they face deadly outbreaks of cholera, 
diarrhoea, dengue fever and malaria. At the same time, months of fighting in Sudan 
have brought the country’s health-care system to its knees. Many health facilities have 
come under attack and are no longer functioning, while others are critically short of 
staff, medicines and equipment. Nearly 25 million people – half the population – are 
now vulnerable and in urgent need of humanitarian assistance and protection. 
However, access to life-saving assistance and services are still limited due to the 
complex security situation.  
 
Conditions in neighbouring countries are also critical. Those crossing borders, most of 
them women and children, are arriving to remote areas with nothing and in desperate 
need of food, water, shelter, and medical care. Psychosocial support for parents and 
children who have witnessed or experienced appalling violence is another priority, as is 
responding to disease outbreaks and high rates of malnutrition. Overcrowding is 
another concern as mass displacement continues. Prior to this crisis, all the 
neighbouring countries were already hosting large numbers of refugees and internally 
displaced people on insufficient and dwindling levels of humanitarian funding. At the 
same time, countries like Chad and South Sudan were battling hunger, insecurity, and 
the impacts of climate change.  
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Millions of people have already been forced from their homes by the war in Sudan, and 
each day more and more must run to seek safety. They need urgent help – humanitarian 
assistance to keep them alive, but also emergency development interventions to provide 
conditions and opportunities to live with dignity where they are until they can return 
home. But above all, they need the guns to fall silent and for this senseless war to stop.”  
 

Filippo Grandi, UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
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UNHCR’s emergency response  
 
Since the start of the Sudan crisis, UNHCR emergency teams have been working with 
governments and partners to provide protection and humanitarian assistance in Sudan 
and neighbouring countries. Immediate support includes pre-registration and 
registration activities, providing core relief items, and relocating people to safer 
locations further away from the borders. As more needs unfold, UNHCR continues to 
provide life-saving assistance to respond to the precarious situation and long-term 
solutions to help displaced people rebuild life.  
 
Together with government counterparts, UNHCR leads or co-leads refugee 
coordination structures, ensuring that joint assessments, monitoring and reporting on 
progress, communication and information-sharing tools are put in place in coordination 
with the governments and Regional Refugee Response Plan partners. 
 
SUDAN 
 
UNHCR continues to observe complex movements of people forced to flee conflicts 
inside Sudan. Most of the newly displaced are from Khartoum and have taken refuge in 
River Nile, East Darfur, Northern, Southern Darfur, Sennar, and White Nile States. The 
humanitarian and security situation in Sudan remains as challenging as ever, with 
heightened protection risks regarding serious violations of human rights, gender-based 
violence, social cohesion concerns, and restricted access to assistance. While civilians 
continue to face restrictions in accessing safety outside of Sudan, there have been 
reports of refugees prematurely returning home still facing instability and insecurity.  
 
Protection 

• In areas where the security situation permits, such as Gedaref, Kassala, White 
Nile, and Blue Nile states, UNHCR has strengthened its operations to continue 
providing protection and assistance to refugees and to respond to new 
displacement patterns. 

• UNHCR has established new offices in Port Sudan, Wad Madani, and Wadi 
Halfa, where our teams and partners are assisting refugees, internally displaced 
and other affected Sudanese people. 

Health and Nutrition 
• UNHCR has established mortality surveillance including daily grave count in respective 

locations following increased reported deaths in the refugee camps in White Nile State  
• UNHCR and other UN agencies provided medical kits to health centres, with more 

distributions planned. UNHCR fast-tracked delivery of medicines and medical supplies. 
• UNHCR supported the Ministry of Health in conducting a measles vaccination 

campaign. 6,395 children were reached in the first round of the campaign in July and 
45,514 children under five were vaccinated in the second round in August.  In addition, 
a total of 38,977 individuals were screened to assess nutritional status.  
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Um Sangour primary health care facility - the only health facility that is used to support the whole camp 
population. This health facility now receives 700 patients daily. © UNHCR/Ala Kheir 

 
NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES 
 
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC (CAR) 
 
Since the beginning of the crisis, 23,569 people have arrived in CAR, including 18,868 
Sudanese refugees and 4,701 Central African returnees, with the majority being women 
and children. Registration of new arrivals is ongoing, and assistance is being delivered. 
 
Protection 

• 9,512 persons have been biometrically registered, 91 per cent of them are women and 
children. 

• 852 assistance cards and 191 family certificates were issued and distributed by 
UNHCR, allowing families access to food, core relief items and health services.  

• UNHCR and its partner INTERSOS have conducted 34 awareness raising sessions on 
gender-based violence, protection from sexual exploitation and abuse to reaching 980 
people (148 men, 370 women, 194 boys and 268 girls).  

• 200 cases of gender-based violence have received psychosocial support, and 1,027 
hygiene kits were distributed to women and girls.  

• UNHCR established a listening center called "Ma Mbi Si " (center for the provision of 
psychosocial assistance, case management, and referrals to other services). Since the 
establishment of this center, 666 people have come to seek assistance, including 73 
women from the host community.  
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An awareness-raising session on GBV for Sudanese refugee women at the Korsi site in Birao. © 
INTERSOS 
 

Health  
• A total of 358 children, aged 0-59 months, have been reached through a polio 

vaccination campaign, and they also received vitamin A supplements. 
• A total of 494 people, aged 15 and above, have been vaccinated against COVID-19 in 

Korsi. 
 

CHAD 
 
More than 442,000 refugees have crossed to eastern Chad. Refugees are living in 
makeshift shelters with limited access to basic services. Hosting the largest number of 
refugees and asylum seekers from Sudan, Chad is struggling to absorb the rising influx 
of displaced people. 
 
Protection 

• A total of 90,506 individuals (25,916 households) have been biometrically registered, 
85 per cent of whom are women and children, and 17 per cent of whom are persons 
with specific needs. 

• A total of 181,917 individuals have been relocated to safer areas away from the 
borders, bringing the total of new arrivals relocated to 40 per cent.  

• As of 20 October, a total of 1,994 children – including separated and unaccompanied 
refugee children and other children-at-risk – have been documented in Ouaddai, 
Wadi Fira and Sila Provinces. On a case-by-case basis, the children are referred to 
receive psychosocial, medical, and legal support. 

• UNHCR has extended protection services to 176,861 individuals. 

Health and Nutrition 


