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It’s really satisfying to be able to help Syrian refugee children 
Steina Bjorgvinsdottir
Child Protection Officer, UNICEF Jordan
I go regularly – 2-3 times a week – to the refugee transit sites in northern Jordan, very close to the border with Syria. This is the first stop for thousands of Syrian children and families who are escaping the violence in their country.
My job is all about helping these children, many of whom have experienced and seen things no child should ever witness. I work with UNICEF colleagues and partners to ensure that children receive psychosocial support and that any protection issues they face are dealt with in a professional manner.   
A part of my job is to monitor the Child Friendly Spaces that UNICEF is supporting at two transit sites in northern Jordan. They are a safe place for children to play, and to receive non-formal education and psychosocial support. It is really essential for children to be able to have alternative ways to express themselves, sometimes words just aren’t enough to express what you have been through. Being able to draw, play and participate in games with others can really help children cope with a difficult situation


