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	Meeting Notes

	Meeting Location 
	UNHCR Branch Office 
	Meeting Date
	26/5/2015

	Chair person
	Sara Baschetti- UNHCR

Haytham Sayyad- MOSA

Abdallah Muhieddin - UNDP
	Meeting Time
	10:00

	Minutes Prepared by
	Riwa Shatila
	Meeting Duration
	Two hours

	Purpose of Meeting
	Coordination 
	Next meeting
	Last Thursday of the month

	Location of the next meeting 
	Mount Lebanon-Beirut Office, Sodeco Square, Block E, Ninth floor, apartment to the right side of the elevator 


Summary of discussions and action points

	1.
	Security Briefing

	
	Overall situation
· On the 09th of May 15, media allegedly reported that Lebanese security forces boosted their measures in Beirut's southern suburbs after obtaining information on a possible terror attack in the area. The report comes as fighting intensified in the mountainous Qalamoun region across the border from Lebanon, where Hizbullah fighters alongside Syrian forces engaged in battles with jihadists from the Islamic State group and the al-Qaida-affiliated Nusra Front.

· On 13th of May 15, media reported that the security plan of suburbs of Beirut entered its 2nd stage. In the 2nd stage of the plan, the security authorities decreased the number of personnel in the suburbs and limited its checkpoints except for sensitive areas such as the airport and the entrances of Dahieh.

· Demonstrations continued to take place during the reporting period. There were several reasons behind these demonstrations the most significant one was the military court order who  sentenced the former minister Michel Samaha to four and half years imprisonment, due to his alleged involvement in the transport of explosives into Lebanon, which lead to his arrest in September 2012. Protests related to the issue are likely to continue if the sentence is upheld.

Impact and Mitigation Measures:

· Private travel to Lebanon by UN staff is still discouraged.

· UN staff to   receive  previous approval before moving to Beirut South Suburbs, Dahieh, Palestinian camps  and to stay away from sensitive locations: Government installations, Military, Police HQs

· All staff and dependents to stick to security advisories, to remain vigilant, maintain a low profile, and avoid any unnecessary movement.

· Advise staff to install SRF film
For further details, please contact Mr. Hussam Al Shami, UNHCR Field Safety Adviser, on the following email: alshamih@unhcr.org 

 

	 2.
	Registration updates 

	
	· As of May 5th and based on the request of the GOL, UNHCR has formally suspended registration until the GOL decides on the mechanism to be used for all those who wish to register. UNHCR will not provide any registration certificates to Syrians.
· UNHCR is contacting all Syrians pending registration appointment and  inform on the situation , advising to come forward for counseling  and possible identification of vulnerability  

· Families are  entered in to a separate table  NO Progres - for record purpose no Iris scan no certificate are  issued 
· MOSA and UNHCR have been in discussions to address any relevant issue  and to explore venue to further collaborate 
· UNHCR will identify extremely vulnerable cases  requesting advice to GLO   to register them  
· UNHCR will not register newborn children born in Lebanon to parents registered with UNHCR.
· Food assistance is managed by WFP and assistance to registered vulnerable families  continues,  reagrding non registered vulnerable  families the  situation is being assessed by WFP.
· 

	3.
	Briefing on VASYR

	
	Vulnerability Situation of SYR - 2014

· 57% households had 1 or less working member per 5 non-active members (75% temporal)

· Livelihoods: Food vouchers (24% - 40%); Skilled work (24% - 14%); Loans (16% - 44%)

· Households experiencing lack of food or money to buy it: 48% - 66%

· HH engaged in crisis or emergency coping strategies 22% - 28%

· Progressive depletion of savings and assets: Spending savings (45% -21%); sale of goods (30% -18%) productive assets (14% - 3%)

· 49% HH below the Lebanese Extreme poverty line (US$ 3.84/person/day)

· 43% HH below MEB

· 11% food expenditure share>65%

· 13% poor or border line FCS

13% of moderate and severe food insecurity
VaSYR 2015
Objectives:

· Provide an updated multi-sectorial overview of the vulnerability situation of Syrian refugees in Lebanon.

· Monitor the food security and general vulnerability situation of the Syrian refugees in Lebanon one year after the last assessment.

· Estimate degree and types of vulnerability at Caza level.

· Constitute the baseline for the food assistance targeting exercise.

· Evaluate the vulnerability situation of excluded households.

· Get beneficiaries feedback on their current vulnerability situation and the impact of the targeting exercise.
Methodology, Sampling and Reporting:

· UNHCR registered and awaiting registration Syrian refugees who are included and excluded for assistance
·  UNHCR registered Syrian refugees excluded from assistance as result of targeting exercise.

· UNHCR registered and awaiting registration

· Non-Syrian refugees

· The representative sample is going to be taken on the Caza level – 26 districts, where 165 HH are going to be selected per caza
· The data is going o be collected from the 25th of May to the 5th of June using mobile devices (ODK) by UNHCR partners
· Similar indicators to VaSyR 13 will be used with VaSYR 14 to ensure comparability

· Additional analysis will be discussed and agreed within the assessment working group
· Results will be shared on fact sheets format

	4.
	Enhancing Social Stability in all sectors  

	
	· Monthly  WG not  solely  tool to promote  social stability that  is a cross sectorial intervention 

· Reminder to update  Activity Info in order to collect accurate data 
· It is advised to promote social stability in the different working groups since it is a cross-sectorial intervention

· There are two types of activities done under social stability:

· Basic assistance activities that benefit the whole community

· Soft activities such as capacity building, advocacy, etc… that benefit the individuals

· Agreed to present  social  stability strategy in all the  sector work groups next  month to advocate for more  initiative and grasp all that  si happening  in various sectors  

· Stop monthly   meeting rather have Quarterly and sector meetings to discuss social stability issues
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	Agency 
	Email address 
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	UNHCR
	baschett@unhcr.org 

	Haytham Sayyad 
	MOSA
	Hytham-sayyad@hotmail.com 

	Abdallah Muhieddine
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	UNICEF 
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	WFP
	Maria.njeim@wfp.org 

	Bachir Ayoub 
	Save the Children 
	Bachir.ayoub@savethechildren.org 

	Rita Saade 
	IRC
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	Pierre Dureau  
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	pdureau@eclmc.org 

	Hart Ford
	ACTED
	hart.ford@acted.org 
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	babed@chflebanon.org 

	Mathilde Verstalte
	INTERSOS
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	JICA
	k.shukuya@ntc-i.co.jp 

	Nadine Stephane 
	JICA
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