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WHO TURKEY REFUGEE RESPONSE PROGRAMME 

 
2.7 
MILLION 
REFUGEES 
IN TURKEY 

 
OF WHICH 
253 000 
LIVE IN 
CAMPS 

 
2.4 MILLION 
LIVE AMONG 
HOST 
COMMUNITIES 

 

25 
CAMPS 
IN 10 
CITIES  

64 MIGRANT 
HEALTH 
CENTRES  

  HIGHLIGHTS 
The Ministry of Health of Turkey plans to expand 
migrant health centres (MHCs) around the country. 
A migrant health centre provides services to people 
under temporary protection with the supervision of 
the Ministry of Health.  
 
A variety of services can be accessed in MHCs 
including outpatient, maternal and child health, 
health education and vaccination services along 
with some screening programmes.  
 
So far, the Ministry of Health has established 64 
migrant health centres in 17 provinces, with plans to 
establish around 250 in total. Six (6) of these centres 
will be supported by WHO as clinical training sites 
for Syrian health care providers. 
 

FUNDING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Out of a total of US$ 9.8 million required by WHO 
for the refugee programme in Turkey, US$ 5.2 
million (51%) has been received so far.  
 
Donors to the Turkey Refugee Programme include 
the European Commission Humanitarian Aid and 
Civil Protection (ECHO), Norway and the United 
States Bureau of Population, Refugees and 
Migration (BPRM). 

  Language remains a key barrier in the delivery of health services 

to Syrian refugees in Turkey. Integration of Syrian health 

professionals into the Turkish health system to provide health 

services for Syrian patients can both help overcome the 

language barrier and alleviate the increased workload on 

Turkey’s health personnel.  

  The health profile and disease spectrum of the host population 

and Syrian refugees are very similar; with a high prevalence of 

non-communicable diseases.  

  Syrian refugees in non-camp settings live in crowded conditions 

in urban areas, mainly increasing the risk of communicable and 

vaccine-preventable diseases.  

 Mental health and psychosocial needs for refugees are 

increasing. Language barrier, in addition to the limited number 

of facilities offering mental health and psychosocial services, 

continue as challenges to services. 

  WHO, together with the Ministry of Health of Turkey, has 

developed a new model of collaboration to reinforce health 

services delivery to Syrian refugees in Turkey. This model, 

named migrant health centres, will be expanded to new cities 

hosting high numbers of refugees.  

 WHO will support 6 Migrant Health Care Training centres in 

İstanbul, Izmir, Gaziantep, Mersin, Şanlıurfa and Ankara.

 27 Syrian refugees, including medical professionals, 

completed a basic life support course conducted by WHO. 



 

 

                                                           
*
 UN OCHA, https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/syr_4w_june2016_turkeyxb_final_en.pdf, June 2016.  

 
WHO RESPONSE IN NORTHERN SYRIA – JULY 2016 

 

   861 730*  
   INTERNALLY  
   DISPLACED  
   PERSONS  

162 000 PEOPLE  
REACHED WITH  
SUPPLIES 

 

12 CONFIRMED 
ATTACKS ON 
HEALTH CARE  

 

324 000 CHILDREN 

VACCINATED 
  

175 HEALTH    
FACILTIES ASSISTED 
WITH SUPPLIES 
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Destroyed health facility in n Syria, (Photo: Health Cluster) 

During July, 44 incidents were reported by the 
Health Cluster against health care in Idleb and 
Aleppo, of which 12 have been confirmed. The 
health partners are verifying the other 32 
incidents.  

FUNDING 
Out of a total of US$ 16 million required by WHO 
for its activities in northern Syria, only 7.5% has 
been received, so far.  

 
Support for WHO’s work in northern Syria has 
been provided by the Office of US Foreign 
Disaster Assistance (OFDA) and the United 
Kingdom Department of International 
Development (DFID) and the Government of 
Norway. 
                HEALTH CLUSTER SERVICES  

 
656 192  OUTPATIENT TREATMENTS 
 
13 476    INPATIENT TREATMENTS 
 
5 838      BIRTH DELIVERIES  
 
2 331      CAESSAREAN SECTIONS 
 
11 380    MAJOR SURGERIES 
 
18 650    TRAUMA PATIENTS TREATED 

For further information please contact: 
Dr Alaa Abou Zeid, Emergency Coordinator; email: abouzeida@who.int, tel. + 90 5300 114948 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/turkey/syrian-refugees-in-turkey 
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