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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total

Nigeria 905 713 1,797 896 1,656 6,196 6,424 3,742 0 0 0 0 22,329

Eritrea 123 51 441 1,587 3,874 2,739 2,749 3,479 0 0 0 0 15,043

Gambia 127 158 476 744 1,148 2,332 1,495 1,586 0 0 0 0 8,066

Côte d'Ivoire 676 726 868 631 881 1,908 1,165 895 0 0 0 0 7,750

Sudan 332 402 807 701 914 2,088 1,426 1,006 0 0 0 0 7,676

The charts below are based on figures from the Italian Ministry of Interior and UNHCR estimates. All figures are provisional and subject to change. 

 

115,068  Sea arrivals Jan-Aug 2016  

  116,149      Sea arrivals Jan-Aug  2015 

Between 1 January and 31 August 2016, 115,068 persons arrived to Italy by sea, compared to 116,149 sea arrivals in the first eight 

months of 2015. The number of sea arrivals remain therefore consistent with those of last year, confirming that the decrease in arrivals in 

Eastern Mediterrnean route has not have a direct impact on arrivals through the Central Mediterranean.  

August arrivals this year (21,294) are also on a par with numbers registered over the same period of 2015 (22,610) and are very similar to 

monthly arrivals since May (19,925 in May; 22,371 in June; 23,552 in July). Like in previous years, sea arrivals increased during the 

summer, when more favorable weather conditions make it easier to cross the sea.  
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Sea arrivals: top 5 nationalities by month

 

 

 

Sea arrivals originate mainly 

from sub-Saharan Africa. 

Between January and 

August 2016, 19 % of all 

arrivals originated from 

Nigeria, followed by Eritrea 

(13%), and  Sudan, The 

Gambia, Côte d’Ivoire and 

Guinea (each accounting for 

7% of the total). The arrival 

figure of Syrians (0.5%) 

remains low.  

 

http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/regional.php
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Libya Egypt Others*

2016 102,130 10,112 2,826

2015 104,366 8,324 3,459

Country of embarkation
from January to August, 2016 vs 2015
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Total

Nigeria

Eritrea

Sudan

Gambia

Côte d'Ivoire

Guinea

Somalia

Mali

Senegal

Bangladesh

Others

TotalNigeriaEritreaSudanGambia
Côte

d'Ivoire
GuineaSomaliaMaliSenegal

Banglade
sh

Others

Men 80,7951409585377397538954095867305749175127391517085

Women 15,73663343400256154107319215291616552567

Acc. child.* 1,67424246543481259718527127423

UASC 16,8631658264137021591069131212548496805814290

Total 115,06822329150438066775076767468602559545884450824365

Top ten nationalities of sea arrivals to Italy by gender and age

* Other includes by order Unknown, Turkey, Greece, Tunisia and Algeria 

New arrivals are predominantly male. Like in previous years, women represent 13.7% of new arrivals so far this year. However, higher 

proportions of women are to be noted among Nigerians (women account for 28% of all Nigerians), Somalis (25%), Cameroonians (25%), 

Ethiopians (24%), Eritreans (22%) and Iraqis (21%).  

An increasing number of Unaccompanied and Separated Children (UASC) arrived this year: 15% of new arrivals between January and 

August 2016 are UASC, as opposed to 7% in 2015 and 10% in 2014. So far this year, the top three nationalities of UASC are Eritreans, 

Egyptians and Gambians. UASC represent over 59% of all Egyptians arrived by sea in the above period, which is the highest proportion of 

among top ten UASC nationalities arrived in the first eight months of the year. More detailed information on UASC can be found on the 

Italy UASC dashboard. 

 
 

* Accompanied children 
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Libya remains the primary departure country for sea arrivals to Italy: over 89% of persons arrived in the first eight months of 2016 crossed 

from Libya which is almost equal to 2015. Approximately 8.8% of those arrived by sea so far this year travelled from Egypt which is  a slight 

increase compared to the departures from Egypt in the previous year (7.2 %).  

 

http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/regional.php

