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As of 31 January, United Nations Coordinated Appeals and Refugee 
Response Plans within the Global Humanitarian Overview (GHO) require 
US$22.5 billion to meet the humanitarian needs of 93.5 million 
crisis-affected people in 33 countries. Needs and financial requirements 
have increased due the finalisation of five additional Humanitarian Response 
Plans (HRPs). Seventeen HRPs have been published so far. Together the 
appeals are funded at $77.2 million, leaving a shortfall of $22.4 billion. 

Timely funding is required to meet pressing needs in several countries. In 
Afghanistan, deepening conflict has resulted in a 13 per cent increase in 
the number of people in need of humanitarian assistance, now at 9.3 
million people. Funding is urgently required early in the year to support the 
return of Afghans from Pakistan and of others displaced by conflict. Some 
2.2 million people, or almost half the population of Central African 
Republic (CAR), urgently require humanitarian assistance, amid continuing 
insecurity and a steep decline in funding. Humanitarian partners are 
withdrawing from central CAR because of funding shortages and in the 
absence of funding, agencies may be forced to suspend food distributions 
in February.

Continued low funding is hampering humanitarian partners’ ability to 
respond to the humanitarian needs of an estimated 3.7 million people in 
Mali. In Nigeria, aid organizations require funding to step up life-saving 
assistance in areas previously held by Boko Haram, where new needs are 
being revealed. In Somalia, drought-driven food insecurity and malnutrition 
could plummet to "famine" levels in the coming months. A new drought in 
the lowlands and in southern and eastern parts of Ethiopia is placing 
some 5.6 million Ethiopians at risk of hunger, threatening 300,000 children 
with malnutrition, over 9 million people with zero access to safe drinking 
water and 2.4 million farmers and herders with unsustainable livelihoods. 
Please see      icon overleaf for information on other urgent funding needs.

In January, the Emergency Relief Coordinator released $100 million from 
the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to sustain aid operations in 
critically underfunded operations in Cameroon, the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea, Libya, Madagascar, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Somalia and 
Uganda. These allocations will reach more than 6 million alarmingly 
vulnerable people in the throes of poorly funded crises. CERF also 
allocated $1.1 million to Mongolia to provide emergency agricultural and 
multi-purpose cash assistance for 3,500 herder households living the 
consequences of a particularly harsh winter. A further $6 million was 
allocated to the CAR to provide emergency food assistance to 36,800 
people recently displaced by violence. CERF received $14.8 million in 
contributions for 2017, with $255.5 million in pledges.

In 2017, OCHA aims to increase the amount of humanitarian appeal 
funding channelled through Country-Based Pooled Funds (CBPFs) to 15 
per cent, in keeping with the UN Secretary-General’s Agenda for Humanity. 
As of 31 January, seven countries had already pledged a combined $65 
million to CBPFs, including $25.3 million for the Syria crisis (through 
CBPFs in Jordan, Syria and Turkey) and $24.4 million for Afghanistan.
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Four months after the hurricane, funding for the Haiti Flash Appeal is 
still required. $50.2 million still needed (36 per cent of the total ask) to 
meet the basic protection needs of those evicted from temporary 
shelters, as well as those most vulnerable in areas of return. The Flash 
Appeal requires $139 million to assist 750,000 people in need. Some 
sectors – protection (11 per cent), early recovery (18 per cent) and 
heath (20 per cent) have been particularly poorly funded.

While Ethiopia continues to reel from the impacts of the El 
Niño-induced drought, the country is facing a new drought affecting 
lowland areas in southern and eastern parts of the country. Some 5.6 
million Ethiopians face hunger unless they access food assistance, 
300,000 children are at risk of malnutrition and over 9 million people 
cannot access safe drinking water, while 2.4 million farmers and 
herders cannot sustainably practice their livelihoods. The 2017 
Humanitarian Requirements Document seeks US$948 million and is 
currently 27 per cent funded.

Some 2.2 million people, or almost half of the population of the Central 
African Republic (CAR), urgently require humanitarian assistance, amid 
continuing insecurity, logistical constraints and a steep decline in 
funding. An upsurge in conflicts between armed groups has caused 
new displacement of some 70,000 people (18 per cent increase) since 
the end of the rainy season in August. Underfunding is an urgent issue: 
2016 Humanitarian Response Plan (US $ 532 million) was only 36 
percent covered and key humanitarian partners are withdrawing from 
central CAR as a result of funding shortages. In December, WFP 
announced that, without urgent support, it will be forced to suspend 
food distributions by the end of February.
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The continued deepening and geographic spread of the conflict in 
Afghanistan has resulted in a 13 per cent increase in the number of 
people in need of humanitarian assistance in 2017, now at 9.3 million 
people. In 2016, the conflict led to unprecedented levels of 
displacement, both internally and across borders. Over 630,000 
Afghans have been newly internally displaced, the highest figure on 
record, in addition to the unprecedented return of some 620,000 
Afghans from Pakistan. Over nine million Afghans have limited or no 
access to essential health care. Infant and maternal mortality rates in 
Afghanistan remain among the highest in the world. Funding to the 
2017 HRP (requiring $ 550 million) is urgently required early in the year 
to support the return of Afghans from Pakistan, as well as those 
displaced due to conflict.

The requirements to respond to the humanitarian crisis in North-East 
Nigeria doubled from 2016 to 2017, reaching over $1 billion. Some 8.5 
million people currently need humanitarian assistance. As areas 
previously held by Boko Haram become accessible, new dimensions 
of need are uncovered, requiring a further scale up of life-saving 
assistance. There are 5.1 million people at crisis and emergency levels 
of food security, including 450,000 children who will suffer from severe 
acute malnutrition over the coming 12 months. Among these, one in 
five children are likely to die if they are not reached in time with 
specialized treatment.

An estimated 3.7 million people will be in need of humanitarian 
assistance in Mali in 2017, but low funding continues to undermine 
humanitarian partners’ ability to respond. The 2016 HRP ($354 million) 
was only 38 per cent funded, with a negative impact on a number of 
essential areas. A scale up in assistance will be required in 2017, as 
the humanitarian situation is expected to deteriorate. The HCT is well 
positioned to deliver life-saving assistance, overcoming access 
constraints and insecurity by relying on community acceptance, 
partnerships with local actors, and remote programming.

Food insecurity and malnutrition continue to deteriorate in Somalia 
due to drought and could descend into "famine" levels in the coming 
months. At least 5 million people - 41 per cent of the population - 
require humanitarian assistance, including 1.14 million who need 
immediate food assistance to survive. Forecasts indicate the next 
rainy season is likely to be below average, which will further impact 
food security.  Partners urgently need funding to prevent the crisis 
from getting worse. The Somalia Humanitarian Response Plan 
requires US$864 million and is currently 0.4 per cent funded.
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