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16,765
arrivals by sea in 2017*

487
dead/missing in 2017*

Mediterranean

* data.unhcr.org/mediterranean as of 2 March 2017

Arrivals to Greece and Italy per Month
January 2016 to 26 February 2017

Greece
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Trends of Sea Arrivals 

During the reporting period, 268 refugees and mi-
grants have arrived by sea to Greece. The number of 
sea arrivals fluctuated between 0 (21-25-26 Febru-
ary) and 165 (22 February). Chios recorded the major-
ity of estimated sea arrivals (165), followed by Crete 
(60). Comparing with the previous week the aver-
age number of daily arrivals increased from 27 to 38.

During the week, 3,387 persons arrived in Italy by sea. So 
far in 2017, 16,765* refugees and migrants reached Italian 
shores, compared to 8,974 arriving in the same period last 
year (plus 50 per cent). Most sea arrivals (38 per cent) dis-
embarked in Augusta and Catania, while 23 per cent dis-
embarked in Trapani, Lampedusa and Pozzallo. Based on 
the latest Ministry of Interior data, sea arrivals mainly orig-
inate from Guinea (16 per cent), Côte d’Ivoire (12 per cent), 
Nigeria (11 per cent), Senegal (9 per cent), The Gambia (8 
per cent), Morocco (7 per cent), Bangladesh (6 per cent), 
Mali (4 per cent), Iraq (3 per cent) and Pakistan (2 per cent).

Between 20 and 21 February, the bodies of 74 ref-
ugees and migrants were found on western Libya’s 
shores, near Al Harsha and Zawiya. According to the 
Libyan Red Crescent, the bodies had been washed 
ashore following a shipwreck involving a boat carrying 
130 persons: 24 persons survived. So far in 2017, 383 
have died or gone missing in the entire Mediterranean.
 
Key Developments

Situation in Greece
UNHCR continued to support the Greek authorities with 
the priority to improve living conditions in the Registration 
and Identification Centres (RICs) on the islands. On Les-
vos, UNHCR completed the installation on seven two-sto-

rey and four single prefabricated houses at RIC Moria. In 
total, 49 two-storey and 20 single containers are planned 
for RIC Moria. In addition, in Kara Tepe 172 of 292 pre-
fabricated containers have been installed. While weather 
significantly improved overall, three consecutive days of 
rain delayed some of the work. Upon completion, prefab-
ricated houses will be able to accommodate up to 2,400 
people in the two sites. In total UNHCR has installed 944 
prefabricated houses across Greece.
 
Between 18 and 24 February 2017, 460 people were trans-
ferred from the islands to the mainland for improved ac-
commodation in state-run sites or the UNHCR operated 
accommodation scheme. Since 1 June 2016, UNHCR has 
assisted the transfer of 6,034 people from the islands to 
the mainland and over 26,000 people had benefited from 
accommodation in apartments, hotels, and host family pro-
gramme, as well as facilities for more than 700 unaccom-
panied and separated children.

On 24 February UNHCR and Greek authorities met to dis-
cuss the transfer of third country nationals from the islands 
to the mainland. The meeting - attended by UNHCR, KE-
POM, the Reception and Identification Service (RIS), and 
the Ministry of Migration Policy (MoMP) - focused on trans-
fers which have not been carried out for asylum-seekers 
not originating from Syria, Afghanistan, or Iraq. The au-
thorities noted that site managers were concerned about 
the need for additional interpreters and having many na-
tionalities residing in the same locations. Greek authorities 
committed to identify sites on the mainland where a mul-
ticultural environment can be pursued, prioritizing single 
women to avoid their further isolation.

Security concerns in sites across Greece have been on the 
rise recently with several protests taking place in the re-
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porting period. As a matter of priority, UNHCR continued 
to work with authorities and partners to improve condi-
tions in the sites, transfer especially persons with specif-
ic needs to improved accommodation and the mainland, 
and to work with community leaders to defuse tensions.
 
Access to formal education continued to improve with 
254 more refugee children enrolled in afternoon classes 
in February, across Greece (in Attica - Schisto, Central 
Greece – Larissa, and Macedonia – Alexandreia). The 
Education Ministry estimates that 2,500 asylum-seekers 
have entered the formal primary and secondary educa-
tion.

Update on Returns from Greece to Turkey
According to Greek authorities on 23 February 2017, one 
return operation with five men (two from Algeria, two 
from Bangladesh, and one from Morocco) was carried 
out from Lesvos (Greece) to Dikili (Turkey) by boat: out 
of the five, two had not applied for asylum, two were re-
jected at the second instance, and one rejected at first 
instance. According to Greek authorities, since 1 January 
2016, a total of 899 third country nationals have been 
returned to Turkey.

Situation in Serbia
The number of refugees and migrants present in Serbia 
was 7,749 according to the authorities, UNHCR and part-
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ners: 85 per cent are accommodated in 17 governmen-
tal facilities, while the remainder were counted sleeping 
rough in Belgrade city centre or in the North.

On the Serbian-Hungarian border, only 12 asylum-seek-
ers awaited admission to Hungary outside the Hungarian 
transit zones near Kelebije and Horgos border-cross-
ings. Over 200 unregistered men (mostly from North Af-
rica, Pakistan and Afghanistan) continue being observed 
sleeping rough around Subotica, trying to irregularly en-
ter Hungary, some repeatedly. UNHCR and partners in 
Serbia received reports of 338 instances of push-backs 
of people who had entered Hungary irregularly. There 
were reports of 43 persons being push backed from Cro-
atia.

UNHCR and partners continued supporting the rapid 
refurbishment of capacities in Obrenovac centre near 
Belgrade, as well as regular medical, non-food aid and 
protection services. Small groups of men and boys con-
tinued making use of governmental transport from the 
city centre, while some also went to Obrenovac sponta-
neously and requested accommodation. The number of 
male refugees and migrants accommodated in Obreno-
vac thus rose from 574 three weeks ago to 899 (includ-
ing 341 unaccompanied or separated boys).

Situation in Hungary
During the week, Hungarian officials admitted 54 asy-
lum-seekers into the two transit zones at the border with 
Serbia. In addition, the Hungarian Police reported 23 
apprehensions for irregular entry, 780 people were pre-
vented from crossing the green border and another 303 
people were intercepted inside Hungary and sent back 
to the other side of the border control fence, compared 
to 296 last week. The border police, the military, Immi-
gration and Asylum Office (IAO), the Constitution Pro-
tection Office (CPO), and the Government’s Office which 
provides legal information maintains presence inside the 
transit zones. UNHCR has been conducting daily visits 
to the transit zones and providing asylum-seekers with 

information and counselling on their rights and obliga-
tions, Dublin procedures and on the implications of the 
safe third country notion.

The preparatory work for the expansion of Tompa and 
Röszke transit zones is underway. According to the 
new proposed legal amendments, asylum-seekers will 
be held there until they receive a final decision on their 
status. The Government reallocated HUF 38 billion (EUR 
124 million) for adjustments along the Serbian border 
(i.e. increase the overall capacity of the transit zones and 
erect a second fence parallel with the current one).

Situation in Bulgaria
As of 23 February 2017, there were 3,311 refugees and 
asylum-seekers registered at SAR centres (of whom, 165 
with granted international protection and 480 living at 
external addresses) in Bulgaria. From 1 January to 23 
February, 98 s were apprehended for irregular entry (for 
the previous week, the total reported was 89); another 
949 third country nationals were apprehended for at-
tempting to irregularly exit (for previous week, the figure 
was 861), mostly towards Serbia; and 183 third country 
nationals inland for irregular presence in Bulgaria (for 
previous week, the figure was 156). Most people were 
apprehended for attempted irregular exit, as opposed to 
irregular entry or irregular presence in-land. 

The unwillingness of General Practitioners (GP) to regis-
ter asylum-seekers has resurfaced in particular in Sofia. 
In Ovcha Kupel and Voenna Rampa (where two recep-
tion centres are located, with capacity for some 1500 in-
dividuals) local GP have refused to register asylum-seek-
ers citing a number of obstacles including the legal limit 
in the number of persons a GP may register. Without a 
registration with a GP, asylum-seekers or Bulgarian citi-
zens are unable to benefit from the services provided by 
the state-covered health insurance. UNHCR will take the 
matter up with the SAR Chairperson.

Update on Relocation

Key Documents from the Web portal

Sign up for the Latest Information Products.
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During the week, 80 asylum-seekers (78 Eritreans and 
two CAR nationals) were relocated from Italy to Swit-
zerland bringing total relocations from Italy since the 
beginning of the relocation scheme to 3,704 (9.4 per 
cent of the 39,600 original target).] No UASC have been 
relocated from Italy yet. Progress continued under the 
EU Relocation Scheme and a total of 494 asylum-seek-
ers departed to a Member State. In total, 9,810 reloca-
tion candidates will have left or are scheduled to leave 
by the end of March 2017 from Greece for another EU 
Member State (out of  66,400 initial target).A total of 494 
asylum-seekers were relocated from Greece during the 
reporting period, to Belgium (71), Germany (214), Latvia 
(31), Malta (16), Norway (45), Portugal (76), and Spain (41).

Alternative routes
UNHCR’s latest report Desperate Journeys and press 
release detail the impact of the increased border restric-
tions introduced in 2016 on refugee and migrant move-

ments towards and inside Europe. It shows that people 
continued to move but undertook more diversified and 
dangerous journeys, often relying on smugglers be-
cause of the lack of accessible legal ways to Europe.

After the “closure” of the Western Balkan route and 
the EU-Turkey Statement in March 2016, the number of 
people reaching Greece via the Eastern Mediterranean 
route drastically decreased. The Central Mediterranean 
route from North Africa to Italy has since become the 
primary entry point to Europe. However, arrival trends in 
Italy show that the primary nationalities who crossed to 
Greece had not switched in significant numbers to the 
Central Mediterranean route.
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Timeline Overview
4 April 2016

• First returns take place under 
the EU-Turkey Statement: 
202 people returned to 
Turkey from Greece.

3 April 2016

• Greece implemented a new law 
highlighting the creation of the 
Reception and Identification 
Service, restructuring of the Asylum 
Service, the creation of an Appeals’ 
Authority, and the creation of new 
Regional Asylum Offices.

20 March 2016

• Start of the 
E U - T u r k e y 
Statement .

6 April 2016

• The European Commission (EC) 
published Communication on 
reforms to Common European 
Asylum System (CEAS)

7 April 2016

• Turkish government amended the 
Temporary Protection Regulation 
regarding access to temporary 
protection for Syrian nationals who 
irregularly travel to Europe and who 
are returned to Turkey from Greek 
islands.

4 May 2016

• The EC released:
•  Proposals to reform the CEAS, with proposals 
to reform the Dublin Regulation, the EURODAC 
system and to turn the European Asylum 
Support Office into an European Union Agency 
for Asylum. 

• Third Progress Report by Turkey in fulfilling the 
requirements of its visa liberalization roadmap

•  Proposal to grant visa liberalization to Turkish 
citizens  

18 May 2016

• The Turkish President 
approved the legislative 
framework regarding the 
EU-Turkey Statement with 
regards to the readmission 
of people from Greece.

27 April 2016

• Turkey amended 
labour legislation to 
grant those holding 
subsidiary protection 
work permits.

8 June

• The Greek Asylum Service 
started pre-registration for 
applications for international 
protection, supported by 
UNHCR and EASO

Highlights

17 June 2016

The European Commission:
•  Released Fourth Report on Relocation and 
Resettlement.
•  Released Second Report on the Progress Made in the   
Implementation of the EU-Turkey Statement.

• Adopted a recommendation on the specific urgent 
measures to be taken by Greece in the view of the 
resumption of transfers to the country under the Dublin 
III Regulation.

10 June 2016

• UNHCR and partners 
revise funding needs 
for Greece & Balkans 
with updated RMRP. 

15 July 2016

UNHCR concerned about 
new Hungarian restrictive law, 
increased reports of violence, and 
a deterioration of the situation at 
border with Serbia. 

13 July 2016

The European Commission released:
• Its Proposals to recast the Asylum 
Procedures Directive, recast the 
Qualification Directive and amend the 
Reception Conditions Directive.
• Its proposal on an EU Resettlement 
Framework
• Its Fifth Report on relocation and 
resettlement.

23 August 2016

The Greek Asylum Service an-
nounced results of the pre-reg-
istration exercise, following its 
completion on 25 July.

20 September 2016: 
• The number of refugees and 
migrants reaching European 
shores this year passed the 
300,000 mark. 

20 September 2016

Leader’s Summit on Refugees 
was held in New York bringing 
together countries and 
international organisations, 
and announced pledges to 
increase efforts in support of 
refugees. 

28 September 2016

The European Comission released: 
• Sixth Report on relocation and resettle-
ment
• Third Recommendation in view of the re-
sumption of Dublin transfers to Greece
• Third Report on the progress made in the 
implementation of the EU-Turkey State-
ment.

25 October 2016

Closure of Calais

06 October 2016

The European Commission officially 
launched the European Border and 
Coast Guard (EBCG) Agency, 

09 November 2016

The European Commission (EC) re-
leased their Seventh Report on Relo-
cation and Resettlement

08 December 2016

The EC released
• Its Fourth Report on the Im-
plementation of the EU-Turkey 
Statement.
• Its Eighth Report on relocation 
and resettlement.
• A recommendation to Member 
States to gradually resume Dub-
lin transfers to Greece under 
certain circumstances

1 January 2017

Malta takes over the rotating presi-
dency of the Council of the Europe-
an Union, migration will be one of its 
priorities during its term. UNHCR has 
issued recommendations to the Mal-
tese and Estonian (July-December 
2017) presidencies.

14 December 2016

The European Commission 
(EC) released its Second 
Progress Report on the im-
ple¬mentation of the Partner-
ship Framework.

23 December 2016

Mediterranean Sea: 100 peo-
ple reported dead yesterday, 
bringing year total to 5,000. 

25 January 2017

• EC releases a communica-
tion on the Central Mediter-
ranean route

• EC recommends prolonga-
tion of temporary border 
controls 

15 December 2016

European Council meets-Migration 
was one of the main topics on the 
European Council’s agenda.

5

Weekly Report
March 6, 2017 9:50 AM

data.unhcr.org 
Bureau for Europe

http://202 people returned to Turkey from Greece
http://202 people returned to Turkey from Greece
http://www.refworld.org/docid/573ad4cb4.html
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160406/towards_a_reform_of_the_common_european_asylum_system_and_enhancing_legal_avenues_to_europe_-_20160406_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160406/towards_a_reform_of_the_common_european_asylum_system_and_enhancing_legal_avenues_to_europe_-_20160406_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160406/towards_a_reform_of_the_common_european_asylum_system_and_enhancing_legal_avenues_to_europe_-_20160406_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160406/towards_a_reform_of_the_common_european_asylum_system_and_enhancing_legal_avenues_to_europe_-_20160406_en.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1620_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160504/third_progress_report_on_turkey_visa_liberalisation_roadmap_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160504/third_progress_report_on_turkey_visa_liberalisation_roadmap_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/press-material/index_en.htm
https://www.easo.europa.eu/news-events/joint-press-release-pre-registration-asylum-seekers-greek-mainland-starting-today
https://www.easo.europa.eu/news-events/joint-press-release-pre-registration-asylum-seekers-greek-mainland-starting-today
https://www.easo.europa.eu/news-events/joint-press-release-pre-registration-asylum-seekers-greek-mainland-starting-today
https://www.easo.europa.eu/news-events/joint-press-release-pre-registration-asylum-seekers-greek-mainland-starting-today
https://www.easo.europa.eu/news-events/joint-press-release-pre-registration-asylum-seekers-greek-mainland-starting-today
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/4th_report_on_relocation_and_resettlement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/4th_report_on_relocation_and_resettlement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/2nd_commission_report_on_progress_made_in_the_im
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/2nd_commission_report_on_progress_made_in_the_im
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/commission_recommendation_on_resuming_dublin_tra
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/commission_recommendation_on_resuming_dublin_tra
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/commission_recommendation_on_resuming_dublin_tra
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160615/commission_recommendation_on_resuming_dublin_tra
http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2016/6/575a83e68/unhcr-partners-revise-funding-needs-greece-balkans.html 
http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2016/7/5788aae94/hungary-unhcr-concerned-new-restrictive-law-increased-reports-violence.html 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160713/proposal_for_a_common_procedure_for_international_protection_in_the_union_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160713/proposal_on_beneficiaries_of_international_protection_-_subsidiary_protection_eligibility_-_protection_granted_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160713/proposal_on_standards_for_the_reception_of_applicants_for_international_protection_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160713/resettlement_system_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160713/resettlement_system_en.pdf
http://asylo.gov.gr/en/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Preregistration-data_template_5_EN_EXTERNAL.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2016/9/57e0fb264/300000-cross-mediterranean-year-unhcr-calls-admission-pathways-refugees.html 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/09/20/fact-sheet-leaders-summit-refugees 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160928/sixth_report_on_relocation_and_resettlement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160928/recommendation_addressed_to_greece_on_the_specific_urgent_measures_to_be_taken_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160928/3rd_report_on_the_progress_made_in_the_implementation_of_the_eu-turkey_statement_en.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2016/10/580f1d664/transfer-residents-jungle-site-calais-france.html 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-3281_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-16-3308_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20161109/seventh_report_on_relocation_and_resettlement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20161109/seventh_report_on_relocation_and_resettlement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20161208/4th_report_on_the_progress_made_in_the_implementation_of_the_eu-turkey_statement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20161208/4th_report_on_the_progress_made_in_the_implementation_of_the_eu-turkey_statement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20161208/4th_report_on_the_progress_made_in_the_implementation_of_the_eu-turkey_statement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20161208/eighth_report_on_relocation_and_resettlement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20161208/eighth_report_on_relocation_and_resettlement_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20161208/recommendation_on_the_resumption_of_transfers_to_greece_en.pdf
https://www.eu2017.mt/en/Pages/Maltese-Priorities.aspx
http://www.refworld.org/docid/586520344.html
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/second-progress-report-1_en_act_part1_v11.pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/second-progress-report-1_en_act_part1_v11.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160607/communication_external_aspects_eam_towards_new_migration_ompact_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20160607/communication_external_aspects_eam_towards_new_migration_ompact_en.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2016/12/585ce804105/mediterranean-sea-100-people-reported-dead-yesterday-bringing-year-total.html 
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20170125_migration_on_the_central_mediterranean_route_-_managing_flows_saving_lives_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20170125_migration_on_the_central_mediterranean_route_-_managing_flows_saving_lives_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/proposal-implementation-package/docs/20170125_recommendation_for_prolonging_temporary_internal_border_control_en.pdf
C:\Users\Afshar\Downloads\15-euco-conclusions-final.pdf

