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OVERVIEW
In 2017, between January and June, 
99,865 refugees and migrants crossed 
the Mediterranean Sea from North Africa 
and Turkey. Most crossed the central 
Mediterranean from Libya to Italy. The top 
five countries of origin during this period 
were Nigeria, Côte d’Ivoire, Bangladesh, 
Guinea (Conakry) and The Gambia.

In the first six months of 2017, 74% of 
arrivals were men, 15% children, and 11% 
women. 

Due to the high risks associated with 
crossing the Mediterranean, including in 
flimsy boats, 2,253 refugees and migrants 
are thought to have died in the first mid-
year of 2017 compared to 2,896 in 2016 
for the same period. Most deaths are taking 
place along the route from North Africa to 
Italy.

 2017 99,865 (as of 30 June 2017)

 2016 231,075 (as of 30 June 2016; total of 2016: 362,753)

 2015 147,165 (as of 30 June 2015; total of 2015: 1,015,078)
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14,164 |  Nigeria

8,694 |  Côte d’Ivoire

8,256 |  Bangladesh

6,779 |  Guinea (Conakry)

5,805 |  The Gambia

5,270 |  Syrian Arab Republic

5,154 |  Morocco

4,849 |  Mali

4,637 |  Eritrea

4,853 | Senegal

CYPRUS

30  |  Eastern Med

52 |  Western Med

2,171 |  Central Med

2017  2,253 (as of 30 June 2017)

 2016 2,896    (as of 30 June 2016)
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 United Nations High Commisioner for Refugees (UNHCR)  Information source: see (data.unhcr.org/mediterranean) 

97%

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean
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 JAN – JUN 2016 2,476

 JAN – JUN 2015 1,607

DEMOGRAPHIC 
BREAKDOWN

14,118 | Nigeria

507  |  Algeria

91  |  Burkina Faso

8,241  |  Bangladesh

427 |  Pakistan438 |  Algeria

7,354 | Côte d’Ivoire

538  |  Afghanistan

1,325  |   Côte d’Ivoire

3,920  |  Guinea (Conakry)

390  |  Palestine

1,140 |  Other (Unknown 

Subsaharan)

4,920 |  The Gambia

226  |  Iran

916  |  Morocco

4,834  |  Senegal

212  |  Cameroon

157  |  Mauritania

4,789  |  Mali

632  |  Democratic Republic of Congo

756  |  Guinea (Conakry)

4,536 |  Eritrea

395  |  Stateless202  |  Cameroon

4,082  |  Morocco

1,248  |  Iraq

97  | Democratic Republic of Congo

3,979  |  Sudan

3,388  |   Syrian Arab 

Republic

882 |  The Gambia

TOTAL  ARRIVALS 
 JAN – JUN 2017 6,524  JAN – JUN 2017 83,752  JAN – JUN 2017      9,286

 JAN – JUN 2016 70,222

 JAN – JUN 2015 70,354

 JAN – JUN 2016 158,377

 JAN – JUN 2015    75,203

United Nations High Commisioner for Refugees (UNHCR)         Information source: see (data.unhcr.org/mediterranean) 

 UASC : 11,406 children  (93% of total children)UASC : Data is not available UASC: 2,300 children currently present in Greece as of 5 July 2017)

JAN – JUN 2017

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean



