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In the Great Lakes region, protracted conflicts, 
political instability and insecurity, result in significant 
human rights violations, forced displacement, the 
weakening of family and community ties, the loss of 
livelihoods and the destruction of property. The situation 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) remains 
one of the most complex and challenging humanitarian 
situations in the region and worldwide. Millions of 
internally displaced persons have sought protection 
inside DRC, while some 800,000 refugees benefit from 
asylum in neighboring countries.  

UNDP, the UN Development Program and UNHCR, 
the UN Refugee Agency have been working in 
partnership for many years, culminating in a 2017 joint-
communication by UNHCRôs High Commissioner and 
UNDPôs Administrator with a commitment to deepen 
collaboration in five key areas ï refugee inclusion in 
national plans and SDG implementation; joint-
programming, such as on governance, rule of law, 
access to justice; sustainable livelihoods, and 
preparedness. The protracted and constantly evolving 
humanitarian and development needs in the DRC and 
in the countries of asylum in the region dictate that 
urgent action should be taken to achieve a coordinated 
multi-dimensional response to the needs of Congolese 
refugees, as well as of other persons of concern, as 
quickly as possible. 

Through an effective humanitarian and development 
response, we can better understand and address the 
needs of those in displacement, as well as of their host 
communities, ensuring that opportunities for 
sustainable, people-centered development are 
provided.  Within the humanitarian-development nexus, 
we acknowledge the importance of combining our 
efforts to improve living conditions of refugees, 
returnees, IDPs and host communities, and to respond 
to the hopes of Congolese men, women, girls and boys, 
strengthening resilience,  reducing vulnerability and 
ensuring together that we leave no one behind in the 
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Within the framework of the 2019-2020 Regional 
Refugee Response Plan (RRRP) for the DRC situation, 
this booklet highlights joint humanitarian-development 
programming initiatives which are being designed and 
implemented by UNHCR and UNDP teams to build the 
resilience in areas hosting Congolese refugees, 
returnees and other displaced populations of concern. 
Further, these will set the foundation for joint 
programming with all RRRP partners: regionally, 
nationally and with the concerned populations 
themselves, in order to support an environment 
conducive for protection and durable solutions. 

What is exciting about this joint initiative is the 
potential to support forward-looking collaboration 
between refugees and their neighbors in countries of 
asylum. As humanitarian and development actors, we 
aim to collaborate more closely. Instead of having 
separated or parallel programming in country 
operations, this is our attempt to develop a more 
seamless and predictable refugee response that brings 
together the best of the humanitarian and development 
work to deliver on collective outcomes in the short, 
medium and long term.  

We trust that the joint programming between 
UNHCR and UNDP will form a bedrock for building a 
more effective humanitarian, development and peace 
nexus in the region. This initiative encapsulates a new 
way of working in the UN system and has brought a new 
dimension to the concept of interagency cooperation 
through a coordinated response, as a basis for 
delivering as One UN to persons in need.  

In this connection, we thank our colleagues most 
sincerely for their enthusiasm and participation and we 
look forward to fostering the spirit of our joint 
commitment to beginning the process of working 
together for the benefit of persons who depend on us. 

 

  Ann Encontre  
 

UNHCR's Regional  
Refugee Coordinator for  
the DRC situation and 

Regional Representative  
in DRC 

 David Clapp  
 

UNDPôs Sub-Regional 
Platform Coordinator  
for East and Southern 

Africa 
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UNHCR together with 56 humanitarian and 

development partners launched the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo 2019-2020 Regional Refugee 

Response Plan (RRRP) on 11 December 2018 for US$ 

743 million to help respond to the needs of Congolese 

refugees and their host communities in countries of 

asylum in Africa. The 2019-2020 RRRP for the DRC 

situation presents the biannual inter-agency response 

strategy and the corresponding financial requirements 

of all partners to ensure the coherence and 

complementarity of the humanitarian response.  

 

UNDP is fully integrated within the humanitarian 

framework and appeal in the seven main countries of 

asylum (Angola, Burundi, the Republic of Congo, 

Rwanda, Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania and 

Zambia), which have detailed response plans featured 

in separate chapters in the RRRP. UNDPôs 

programmes reinforce humanitarian relief efforts with 

development interventions that provide for immediate 

gains in community self-help, conflict prevention, and 

support to the rule of law, whilst laying the foundations 

for sustaining peace, building resilience and 

development over time.  

 

 DOWNLOAD   The document is accessible on the website https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/download/67237 

WEB PORTAL For more information on the DRC situation visit the website https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/drc 

 


