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LIBYA 
29 March 2019                  Population movements 

As of 27 March, 879 persons have been rescued/intercepted at sea by the 
Libyan Coast Guard in 10 operations in 2019. On 26 March, 117 refugees 
and migrants disembarked at the Tripoli Naval Base. UNHCR and its partner 
International Medical Corps (IMC) were present to provide life-saving 
humanitarian and medical assistance to all rescued persons before they were 
transferred to a detention centre by the authorities. In 2019, disembarkations 
drastically decreased when compared to data collected during the same period 
in 2018 (3,622 individuals) and 2017 (3,387 individuals).  

UNHCR Response 

On 22 March, UNHCR staff completed a mission to Benghazi where they 
visited Ganfuda detention centre. The facility currently hosts 270 persons, of 
whom more than 50 are of concern to UNHCR. UNHCR also visited seven 
settlements for displaced persons (IDPs) and five neighbourhoods where the 
team met with returnee families. Access to safe and dignified shelter was 
highlighted as a main requirement for IDPs and returnees in Benghazi, with 
many at risk of eviction due to their inability to pay rent. With many people living 
in demolished houses and neighbourhoods, there is still a high risk of damage 
and injury from explosive remnants of war.  

UNHCR is supporting IDPs, returnees, refugees, and host communities by 
implementing quick impact projects (QIPs) throughout Libya. QIPs are 
small, rapidly implemented projects intended to promote conditions of peaceful 
coexistence between those displaced and their hosting communities. During 
the reporting period, UNHCR conducted joint assessment visits with 
partners, local authorities, and community leaders to several 
municipalities in the western region. The visits focused on health and 
education interventions. In consultation with the local community, UNHCR is 
planning to rehabilitate a public clinic in Al-Zawiya (47 km west of Tripoli) that 
currently provides services to persons of concern, as well as the host 
community. UNHCR also plans to support educational institutions through the 
provision of desks to schools in Al-Awiniya (160 km south of Tripoli) and Al-
Maya (30 km west of Tripoli).  

UNHCR continues to support refugees and asylum-seekers living in urban 
communities. During the week, 244 primary healthcare consultations were 
provided at UNHCR’s Community Day Centres through partner IMC. UNHCR 
and CESVI also provided cash assistance to 123 individuals (49 families). With 
a view to finding solutions for the most vulnerable refugees living in the urban 
community, UNHCR continues to submit cases for resettlement. Since 
September 2017, UNHCR has submitted 1,293 cases to seven resettlement 
countries.  

UNHCR continues to call for an end to arbitrary detention in Libya. 
Approximately 6,000 refugees and migrants are currently held in Libyan 
detention centres, of whom 4,490 are of concern to UNHCR. During the 
week, UNHCR and its partner IMC distributed clothing, sleeping mats, blankets, 
and infant kits to refugees and migrants in Ain Zara, Zliten, and Kararim 
detention centres.  

Special thanks to major donors: Canada | Denmark | European Union | Finland | 
France | Germany | Italy | Japan | Norway | Sweden| Switzerland |The Netherlands | 
United Kingdom | USA | Private Donors 

Key figures: 

170,490 Libyans 

currently internally 

displaced (IDPs)1 

445,845 returned 

IDPs (returns 

registered in 2016 - 

2018)1  

57,524 registered 

refugees and asylum-

seekers in the State of 

Libya2 

336 overall persons 

arrived in Italy3  

322 monitoring visits 

to detention centres so 

far in 2019 

528 asylum-seekers 

and refugees released 

from detention so far in 

2019  

3,303 vulnerable 

refugees and asylum-

seekers evacuated 

since November 2017 

Funding 

USD 88.1 M required 

for 2019 

 
1 IOM-DTM December 2018. 
2 Data as of 26 March 2019. 
3 www.data2.unhcr as of 13 March 
2019 

 

Funded
21%

Gap 
79%



UNHCR Libya Response in 2018  

673,859 people of concern

57,524  registered refugees & asylum-seekers

170,490* internally displaced persons

445,845* IDP returnees

Shelter & NFI Sector

Cash Working Group

(Co-led by UNHCR & IOM)

 
UNHCR Funding Requirements

Key Figures UNHCR Coordinated Sectors Key Achievements  

* IOM-DTM

 
4,715  IDPs and refugees received non-food items 
              (IDPs: 690 -Refugees: 4,025)

 271  IDP and refugee households received cash 
              assistance 

2,321  individuals registered (1,797 in detention) 

528  detained refugees/asylum-seekers released

4,596  refugees and asylum-seekers reached with
solutions since Sept 2017: 1,293 resettlement
submissions to third countries and 3,303 individuals
evacuated from Libya (2,619 to Niger, 415 to Italy
and 269 to Romania) 

USD 88.1 million
required in 2019

18 December 2018
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417  refugees departed via Gathering and Departure 
         Facility 

UNHCR Libya Response in 2019 29 March 2019

6,462  medical consultations (Disembarkation: 
            22 -Detention: 3,720 -Urban: 2,720) 

Funded

322  monitoring visits to detention centres

380  individuals received rescue kits at disembarkation 
          points 

8,350  IDPs and returnees received shelter kits  


