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KEY DISPLACEMENT FIGURES

°l
A» 22,000
Estimated refugee movements
to neighbouring countries
since 1 February 2021

TIMELINE IN KEY EVENTS

1 February
Military takeover

5 March

First reports of
new arrivals

to India

24 April

ASEAN Leaders’
Meeting in
Jakarta agrees
to Five-Point
Consensus on
Myanmar

By 1 June
100,000
estimated new
displacements
within

Kayah state

12 July

USD 109 million
Myanmar Interim
Emergency
Response Plan
published

27 March
First reports of
new arrivals

to Thailand

27 April
Reports of
more arrivals
to Thailand

By 15 June
Internal
displacement in
Myanmar since
February reaches
200,000

By end-July
Severe flooding
affects large parts
of Myanmar

4 October

A% 980,000

Refugees and asylum-seekers from Estimated total internal
Myanmar in neighbouring countries displacement within Myanmar
as of 31 December 2020

A>370,000

Estimated internally displaced
persons (IDPs) within Myanmar
as of 31 December 2020

A>215,000

since 1 February 2021

HIGHLIGHTS

There are currently an estimated 215,000 internally displaced within Myanmar due to conflict
and unrest since 1 February 2021. In the second half of September, violence and displacement
increased in various parts of Myanmar, particularly the Northwest (Chin State, Sagaing and
Magway regions). Nearly 41,096 people are currently displaced in the Region (not including
Paletwa Township) as a result of heightened clashes between the Myanmar Armed Forces
(MAF) and the Chinland Defence Forces (CDF) or People's Defence Forces (PDF). Acts of
vandalism and destruction of private property and religious sites, arbitrary arrests, physical
assaults, injuries, and deaths are reported. Harvesting and other livelihood activities have been
seriously disrupted, leaving IDPs with an urgent need for food, healthcare, and other basic
services.

Internal displacement also increased in Shan State (North), due to intense armed clashes
between Restoration Council of Shan State (RCSS) and Shan State Progress Party (SSPP) in
Mongkaing Township; in Kayah State, due to the intensification of conflict, arbitrary arrests,
and general insecurity in Demoso and Loikaw townships; and in Mon State where people were
displaced in Kyaikhto Township from mid-September, due to clashes between the Tatmadaw
and the Border Guard Forces (BGF) and the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA). Across
South-East Myanmar, access to basic services, especially healthcare, remains constrained. The
situation remains compounded by the COVID-19 pandemic, with new positive cases among
IDPs, including some 90 IDPs at two displacement sites in Kayah State. With positivity rates
still increasing in some IDP sites, IDPs continue to have urgent needs for personal protective
equipment (PPE), and COVID-19-related restrictions continue to restrict their access to
livelihoods and humanitarian assistance. Despite the easing of such restrictions in some parts
of the country, more than 110 townships remain under stay-at-home orders.

In Kachin State, armed clashes between the MAF and Kachin Independence Army (KIA) erupted
in Tar Lon village, Tanai Township, with civilians caught in the crossfire, while in Shan State
(North), fighting in Mongkaing Township forced hundreds of people to seek refuge in village
monasteries. IDPs reported difficulties accessing food, healthcare, education, shelter, and
WASH assistance.

In Rakhine State, a relatively small number of IDPs continue to return to their places of origin
to access livelihoods and food that had been in shortage at displacement sites, but the majority
of IDPs remain reluctant to return, fearing a resumption of conflict and landmines. IDPs across
Rakhine State, as well as non-displaced Rohingya communities, continue to report restrictions
in accessing basic services, livelihoods, and humanitarian assistance, a situation exacerbated by
rising commodity prices and COVID-19 prevention measures.

RESPONSE

Myanmar

Following needs assessments, UNHCR delivered life-saving assistance to IDPs across South-
East Myanmar. In Kayah State, over a thousand people will benefit from pipeline and water
catchment systems installed in IDP sites in Demoso and Loikaw townships; the construction of
one bathing unit in Loi Nan Hpa region and two at a displacement site in Loikaw township; and
solar lights installed in Demoso township. Essential COVID-19 PPE items and medical
equipment were also delivered to 25 hospitals and clinics in Bago (East) Region, and Tanintharyi
Region, where UNHCR and the Myanmar Red Cross Society concluded a second rapid
protection assessment in Palaw Township; and in Kayin State, where UNHCR conducted a rapid
protection assessment in Hpapun Township.

In Kachin and Shan States, UNHCR has started distributing NFIs via local partner to IDPs
recently displaced, including over 100 people in Lawa, Hpakant township, and some 660 in
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Mongkoe Muse township, a border area near China. UNHCR conducted rapid needs assessments at 13 sites in Waingmaw
township, while in Bhamo UNHCR engaged local partners to assess areas of return, as IDPs there continue to indicate return
intentions and needs.

In Rakhine State, UNHCR field missions in central Rakhine continue, with some new access to IDP sites that were previously
inaccessible. Between 19 September and 1 October UNHCR and its partners have distributed much needed NFI kits for 1,160
households in Rohingya camps in Sittwe Township. Additionally, shelter construction is ongoing and almost completed for more
households in Sin Tet Maw camp in Pauktaw Township, and for Thet Ka Pyin in Sittwe Township. In northern Rakhine, UNHCR
completed COVID-19 related NFI distributions for IDP sites in Buthidaung and Rathedaung townships.

India

As per reports, the movement of Myanmar nationals into Mizoram, an Indian state bordering Myanmar, has increased in
past weeks following clashes in Chin State. Some 5-6,000 new arrivals may have arrived in India since 10 September; given
that movements across this border are historically pendular, and that there are reports of returns to Myanmar, it is estimated
that the overall number of Myanmar nationals who fled since February 2021 and who remain in India is at around 15,000 -
mainly taking shelter in Mizoram, and a smaller number in Manipur.

The immediate basic needs and well-being of Myanmar nationals, which includes families with children, are being met
through support from local authorities, host communities and local Community Based Organizations (CBOs).

Thailand

Inter-agency efforts to ensure preparedness for possible influx continue, including for an efficient and holistic mental health
and psycho-social support (MHPSS) response that embeds psycho-social support in community support mechanisms and
makes essential clinical mental health services available to those with severe symptoms. A Training of Trainers is planned to
reinforce the clinical management of acute and general psychiatric and substance-related conditions. Collaboration with
protection sector actors ensures mental health and well-being support is integrated into child protection and community-
based protection programmes with clear referral pathways. Local capacity on nutritional emergency support service is also
being strengthened with training on nutrition assessments for children under five and pregnant women. In terms of shelter
preparedness, sustainability of the response has been improved by redesigning the shelters in line with humanitarian
principles and minimum standards but saving up to 35-40% in construction material, bamboo, given lack of sufficient access
to it as the rainy season endures.
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UNHCR Myanmar conducted distributions to 1,112 households in IDP sites in Buthidaung and Rathedaung townships in September, with a
focus on COVID-19 related items. Photo: @UNHCR
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UNHCR is grateful for the critical support provided by the following donors, who have contributed to our Myanmar
situation response as well as those that contribute to UNHCR programmes with globally unearmarked funds and
broadly earmarked funds for the Asia-Pacific region:

Australia | Belgium | Canada | Denmark | European Union | France | Germany | Ireland | Italy | Japan | Netherlands |
New Zealand | Norway | Private donors Australia | Private donors Germany | Private donors Italy | Private donors
Japan | Private donors Republic of Korea | Private donors Spain | Private donors Sweden | Private donors Thailand |
Republic of Korea | Sweden | Switzerland | United Kingdom | United States of America | CERF

Related links: UNHCR Myanmar Situation page ; UNHCR Myanmar Operation page
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The boundaries and names shown and the
designations used on this map do not imply official
endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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