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Following strong emergency response preparedness activities throughout the year, Rohingya refugee first responders played a
key role informing their communities over loudspeakers on how to take action to protect themselves and their shelters from
Cyclone Sitrang in Cox’s Bazar and on Bhasan Char. Zero lives were lost, only 169 shelters were damaged and 4,945 Rohingya
refugees (one in every 200 of the total refugee population) were directly affected by the cyclone which made landfall from 24-25
October.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MONTH

 This month, more than 2,000 families have been supported with shelter assistance, (bamboo, tarpaulins, and ropes) based on
assessed needs, including those affected by the cyclone.

* Three Rohingya refugees tragically lost their lives at sea when a boat capsized off the coast of Bangladesh. UNHCR and partners
provided food, transportation, legal assistance, and other essential support to the other 42 refugees who were rescued at sea by
the Bangladesh Coast Guard on 4 October. UNHCR and partners continue to actively engage refugee and host communities on
the risks of falling victim to traffickers.

¢« UNHCR has been in contact with the authorities to discuss the security situation in the camps including the recent incidents in
which three refugees were killed during October. UNHCR continues to advocate for increased security measures in the camps
and provide support in specific cases of refugees at risk and/or in need of protection.

« A total of 95 camp committee block level leaders in three camps participated in a Gender-Based Violence (GBV) training on
prevention and response focusing on referral pathways and PSEA. UNHCR, partners and volunteers work closely with the
refugee community to address GBV risks, as well as confront stigma and create community support for survivors to increase their
protection.

* UNHCR and partners with support from the UK-based Refugee Crisis Foundation conducted a one-week campaign at the
Ukhiya Specialized Hospital for Rohingya refugees and Bangladeshi patients with chronic ear infections. Around 75 patients
including 45 from the host communities and 30 from the refugee camps underwent ear surgeries and hearing assessments.
Additionally, local Bangladeshi doctors working in the camps were trained on early detection and primary care of ear, nose and
throat illnesses to enhance their capacity.

* A new primary healthcare facility opened in Camp 1E on 24 October, expanding the provision of quality lifesaving and
comprehensive health services for refugees in the camps.

» Rohingya refugee volunteers called Light Guardians maintained and cleaned approximately 1,300 solar streetlights across four
camps. UNHCR supports a community-based maintenance approach for the solar streetlights, which provide light and protection
to refugee families at night.

« To enhance teachers’ capacities and improve the quality of education for children, UNHCR in collaboration with Bard College and
BRAC University, started the third phase of the mentorship training for 68 Master Trainers, including 44 from the Rohingya
refugee community.

BHASAN CHAR: UNHCR facilitated an in-depth camp coordination and management training for partners to provide better
services and support for Rohingya refugees living on the island.UNHCR conducted a workshop for 50 Armed Police Battalion and
District police personnel on refugee protection and community outreach on Bhasan Char, totalling 100 officers trained on the
island this year.

Rohingya volunteers in action on Disaster Risk Reduction Day demonstrated Rohingya refugee and Bangladeshi patients received treatment for chronic ear
how they protect their communities against fires © UNHCR/Amos Halder infections during a one-week campaign at the Ukhiya Specialized Hospital.
©UNHCR/Amos Halder
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DONORS

UNHCR in Bangladesh is grateful for the support of Australia, Canada,
the European Union, France, Ireland, Japan, Jersey, Luxembourg, New
Zealand, Norway, the Republic of Korea, Sweden, Switzerland, the
United Kingdom, and the United States of America.

And is thankful for the additional support received from individuals,
foundations, and companies worldwide, including Al Rahma
Foundation, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Education Cannot
Wait, Kuwait Patients Helping Fund Society, The Kuwait Red Crescent
Society, UNIQLO and private donors from Germany, Kuwait, and
Lebanon.

FUNDING UPDATE

Financial requirements for Bangladesh: US$ 285.1 million

‘
6 In case you missed:

European Union contributes EUR 6.2 million for
protection and assistance of Rohingya refugees
and host communities in Bangladesh

Rohingya refugees on Mental Health Day shared
how they take care of themselves, while living in
temporary and congested camps

UNHCR and Dhaka University signed a multi-year
agreement for a course on Refugee Law and
Protection of Refugees and Other Persons of
Concern to UNHCR
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UNHCR PARTNERS

Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief | ACTED | Action Aid |
Bandhu Social Welfare Society | BBC Media Action | Bangladesh
Red Crescent Society | Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust |
Bangladesh Rehabilitation Assistance Committee | Caritas | Center
for Natural Resource Studies | Coastal Association for Social
Transformation Trust | Community Development Centre | Concern
Worldwide | Food for the Hungry | Friendship NGO |
Gonoshasthaya Kendra | Handicap International | Helvetas Swiss
Intercooperation | International Union for Conservation of Nature
and Natural Resources | MOAS | Mukti Cox’s Bazar | NGO Forum for
Public Health | Oxfam GB | Prottyashi | REACH | Relief International
| Research, Training and Management International | Save the
Children International | Social Assistance and Rehabilitation for the
Physically Vulnerable |[Terre des Hommes | UNDP | UNOPS

CONTACTS AND LINKS
Bahia Egeh, External Relations Officer, Cox’s Bazar, egehb@unhcr.org
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Romain Desclous, Senior External Relations Officer, Dhaka, desclous@unhcr.org

LINKS: UNHCR data portal - Facebook - Twitter - Instagram




