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Regional Refugee Response
for the Ukraine Situation

Bulgaria National Refugee Coordination Meeting Minutes

organizations and
members

Date 9 July 2025 Location Hybrid - UNHCR office and online on MS Teams
Chair & Co chair UNHCR Note taking / UNHCR
minutes
Participating Council for Refugee Women in Bulgaria (Linda Awanis), Foundation for Access to Rights (Valeria llareva, Yanka Kosarova), FZO

(Anastasiya Misheva), IOM (Mariya Samuilova)), MDM Bulgaria (Maria Todorova, Stefan Stoyanov), NRG (Ruzha Doncheva, Galya
Georgieva, Nevyana Fileva), Power Incubator (Angela Antonova), Situation Center Open Doors (Tetiana Hetsilevych), Ukraine Support
and Renovation Foundation (Daria Horbachyk), UNHCR (Mariya Shisheva, Hayoung Kim, Snezhana Zheleva, Kristina Markova, lhor
Vintsiv, Nicolas Rodriguez, Vipawan Pongtranggoon, Adrian Krastev), State Agency for Refugees (Elena Atanasova), WHO (Tsvetelina
Ananieva)

Agenda

Agenda Point

1. 2025 Refugee Response Plan updates

2. 2025 Socio-Economic Insights Survey updates

3. Updates on Temporary Protection Directive and new humanitarian and integration program
4. AOB

Agreed Decisions / Follow-
Up Actions

Summary

2025 Refugee
Response Plan

Presentation is separately shared.

2026 RRP validation review exercise is expected to take place in September 2025. More details will be

Directive and new
humanitarian and

updates
P provided, a regional guidance note is also being developed.
2025 Socio- 2025 SEIS: If any organizations would like to support the ongoing exercise, please reach out to the UNHCR
Economic Insights | |nter-Agency Coordination team. The exercise will continue until end-August 2025.
Survey (SEIS)
updates
Updates on UNHCR recommendations can be found in the Protection Brief on the Implementation of the New
Temporary Humanitarian Assistance Programme.
Protection



https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/117065
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/117065
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integration
program

Data on the number of refugees accommodated under the government’s new humanitarian assistance
programme, following the conclusion of the 60-day vulnerability assessment period on 30 June 2025, will
be shared by the State Agency for Refugees.

Discussion on challenges:

Risk Group definitions for the criteria for staying in government accommodation beyond 60 days
are very narrow. For instance, in practice caregivers with children ages 12-16 must leave the
government accommodation once their children turn 16 years old; this puts children who are 16
years of age at potential risk of exclusion from the humanitarian programme though they may
remain in need of support. Another overlooked vulnerable group include mothers with multiple
children, especially those with children over 12. FAR’s article highlighting concerns in the risk
group definitions is available here.

Many affected individuals are not receiving formal decisions on the outcomes of the vulnerability
risk-group assessment, making it hard to know whether they can appeal the decision. FAR is
currently helping individuals submit a collective appeal against the decision on the adoption of the
Humanitarian Program by the Council of Ministers. Individuals can also submit an individual appeal
against the assessment outcome. As FAR may not have the capacity to provide individual legal
assistance to everyone, FAR plans to hold information sessions to inform refugees of their rights
and appeal options.

Another concern raised relates to challenges with mental health documentation, as persons with
a permanent disability and/or mental health condition are part of the risk groups eligible to access
government accommodation. Refugees with mental health conditions who lack Bulgarian
documentation are unable to initiate proceduresto verify their condition and many
are unaware that without such documentation, they will be excluded from the government
programme.

The need to identify additional locations in major cities, such as Sofia, for the assessment and
placement of new arrivals in government-sponsored accommodation - beyond the Elhovo Transit
Centre in the southeastern Yambol region - was raised. Without such alternatives, refugees may
face long travel distances, with transportation and food costs in Elhovo currently not covered.

These will continue to be raised and shared with the Government.

Referrals for refugees who
wish to join the collective
appeal can be made to FAR
at
https://refugeelight.bg/uk/r
equest-assistance .

FAR will share a template
for the individual appeal
with inter-agency partners.



https://farbg.eu/en/latest/separated-families-of-displaced-persons-from-ukraine
https://refugeelight.bg/uk/request-assistance
https://refugeelight.bg/uk/request-assistance
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AOB WHO, together with the Ministry of Health and regional health inspectorates, the State Agency for
Refugees and the Bulgarian Red Cross, is planning to conduct a joint tuberculosis screening exercise
Updates and starting 20 July in Blagoevgrad, Dobrich, Harmanli, Plovdiv, Sofia, and Varna. The exercise will include the

Discussion Points registration and reception centres in Sofia and Harmanli. For more information, please contact
WHO/Tsvetelina Ananieva at ananievat@who.int.

Dovkova and Dovkov Foundation unfortunately will be closing their Smiles Centre in Varna. To help fill
the gap left by this closure, NRG Association will begin offering support to children with disabilities at the
Varna Compass centre starting this month.

Next meetings National Refugee Coordination Forum meeting

Date: 7 October 2025 (TBC)

Location: Hybrid - UNHCR office (2 Pozitano Square, Sofia / fourth-floor conference room) / Online on
MS TEAMS link (to be shared when meeting date is confirmed)

Time: 10.00-11.00AM



mailto:ananievat@who.int
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Hdata 9 onm 2025 . Mscto XnépunaHo - B opmca Ha BKEOOH n oHnaliH B MS Teams
Mpepcepaten & | BKBOOH BopeHe Ha 6enexxkn | BKEOOH

cbnpeaceparen / 3anucKum

YyactBawu CbBeT Ha XXeHute 6exkaHku B Bvarapusa (Jlunay AyaHuc), PoHgaums 3a goctbn Ao npaea (Banepus Mnapuesa, SHka Kocaposa),
opraHuMsauum u | doHpauma ,3anouyBaM oTHayano“ (AHacTacus Mwuwesa), MexayHapogHa opraHusaums no mwurpaums (Mapus Camyunosa),
YyseHoBe Capy>xenue ,Jlekapu Ha CeeTa" MM Bbvarapusa (Mapus Togoposa, Ctedan CtosiHoB), Acouunauus "EHepaxun” (Py>ka [loHueBa, Mans

leopruesa, HeeaHa ®unesa), PoHaauums ,Power Incubator (AHgykena AHtoHoBa), CutyaumoHeH LleHTbp OTBOpEeHu Bpatn (TeTsaHa
Xeuunnesny), ®oHpauusa ,Ukraine Support & Renovation (Japusa Xop6auyk), BKBOOH (Mapus LUuwesa, XanoHr Kum, CHexxaHa
*Keneea, KpuctuHa Mapkosa, Mixop BuHuue, Hukonac Poapurec, BunasaH MoHrTpaHryH, AapuaH KpbcTes), Obp)KaBHa areHuus 3a
6exxaHuuTe (Enena Atanacosa), C30 (LUpeTenmHa AHaHMeBa)

JHeBeH pea, 1. AKTyanusaumm oTHocHo PernoHannus naad 3a otroeop (PIMO) Ha 6exkaHckaTa cuTyaums 3a 2025r.

2. AkTyanusauum oTHocHo CoumanHo-mkoHoMmnyeckoTo rnpoyysaHe (CUIM) 2025r.

3. AkTyasnHa nHdopmaums oTHOCHO [MpeKTMBaTa 3a BpeMEeHHa 3akpua 1 HoaTa [porpama 3a XxyMaHUTapHa noakpena m
MHTEerpauums.

4. BcakakBu Apyru Bbrnpocu

TouKa oT AHeBHUSA O606LeHne CbrnacyBaHu pewieHnus /
pea caeABally AeNCcTBUsA

AkTyanusauumu lpeseHmayussma e cnodeseHa omoesiHo.
oTHocHoO lMnaHa 3a
OTroBOp Ha MpernensT Ha BannampaHeTo Ha PO 3a 2026 r. ce oyakBa ga ce nposeae npes centemspun 2025 r. Lle
6e>kaHcKaTa 6baaT NpegocTaBeHM NoBeYe NoapPobHOCTU, KaTO B MOMEHTA Ce U3rOTBS M PErMOHa/IHa HacoKa.
CUTyaums 3a
2025r.

AkTyanusauumu
OTHOCHO
CouuanHo-
MKOHOMUYECKOTO
npoyusaHe (CUIM)
2025r.

CUI 2025: AKO uUMa opraHMsaLuu, KOUTO XKelasaT Aa NoAKpensT TeKywaTa AeMHOCT, Mos Aa ce
CBBbPXKaT ¢ MexkayBeaoMcTBeHUs ekmn Ha BKBEOOH. [JenHocTTa We npoab/iku Ao Kpas Ha aBrycTt 2025r.




.

Regional Refugee Response
for the Ukraine Situation

Bulgaria National Refugee Coordination Meeting Minutes

AKTyaslHa
MHbopmMauus
OTHOCHO
JAdupekTueara 3a
BPEeMEeHHa 3aKpua
M HOBaTa
Mporpama 3a
XYMaHUTapHa
noakpena u
MHTerpayms

Mpenopvknte Ha BKBOOH mMoraT ga 6baat HaMepeHn B KpaTKusi AOKAaf, 3a 3akpusaTa OTHOCHO
NPUI0OXXEHMETO Ha HOBaTa NpPorpamMa 3a XyMaHUTapHa NOMOLLL.

JaHHUTe 3a 6posi Ha OeXkaHUMTEe, HaCTaHEHW MO HoBaTa MporpamMa 3a XyMaHWTapHa nojkpena Ha
NMpaBMUTE/ICTBOTO, C/ief, MPUKAKOYBaHETO Ha 60-aHEBHUS Nepuo, 3a OLEHKA Ha ya3BMMOCTTA Ha 30 oHu
2025 r., we 6baaT NnpeaoctaBeHn oT [ bpyKaBHaTa areHUmMs 3a 6eXKaHuumTe.

O6cbKpaHe Ha Npeu3BUKaTesIcTBaTa:

PuckoBuTE rpynun KaTo KpUTEPUIA, ONPELENSLL, NPECTOS B AbPXKaBHO GUHAHCUPAHUTE XKUIMLLA
cnieq, U3TM4YaHeTo Ha 60-aHEeBHUA NepMo, ca MHOMO TACHO AedUuHUpaHn. Hanpumep, Ha NpakTuKa
2MuaTa, nosarallm rpuxkn 3a Aeua Ha Bb3pacT 12-16 roamHu, Tpsbea Aa HanycHaT AbpXKaBHO
dUHaHCMpaHUTE KMAWLLLA, KoraTo felaTta UM HaBbpLuaT 16 roauHu; ToBa usnara 16-roayiiHuTe
[lella Ha NOoTeHUMasIeH PUCK OT M3KJIOUYBAHE OT XyMaHMTapHaTa Nporpama, BbMpekn Ye Te MoXKe
[a npoab/KaT Oa ce HyXaasaT oT nogkpena. [pyra npeHebperHaTa yssBuma rpyna ca
MHOroZIETHUTE Malikn, ocobeHo Te3n ¢ Aeua Hag 12 roguHu. CtaTusTta Ha PoHaaums 3a 40CTHN
[0 NpaBa, B KOATO Ce MnoA4YepTaBaT OMNaceHUsTa OTHOCHO AebUHULMUTE 33 PUCKOBU TPYMnu, €
[OCTbIMHA TYK.

MHoro 3acerHaT Mua He noJsly4yaBaT opULMaSHM PELLEHUSI OTHOCHO pe3y/ITaTUTE OT OLLEHKAaTa
Ha pMCKa OT ysI3BMMOCT, KOETO 3aTpyAHsABa Aa ce pa3bepe Aasm MoraT Aa 06>kasiBaT peLeHMETO.
B momeHTa ®PoHpaums 3a 4OCTHN A0 NpaBa Nomara Ha /iMuaTta Ja NoAaaaTt KOJIEKTMBHA »Kanba
cpelly peleHneTo Ha MuHUCTEPCKMSA CbBET 3a NpuemaHe Ha [lporpamaTta 3a XyMaHWTapHa
nogkpena. Jlnuata mMoraT Cbllo Aa NoAaaaT MHAMBMAYaAsIHA >Kanba cpeuly pesynTuTe oT
OLEHKaTa Ha pucKa OT ysa3BMMOCT. Tbit KaTo PoHpaums 3a AOCTHMN A0 NpaBa MOXe Aa He
pasnoJiara c KanauuTeT Aa npeaocTaByu MHAMBUAYA/IHA NPaBHa NMOMOLL, Ha BCUYKKM, doHaaumsATa
naaHupa Aa npoeeae MHPOPMaLMOHHU cecuu, 3a Aa MHPoOpMUpa 6exkaHLmMTe 3a TEXHUTE NpaBa U
Bb3MOXHOCTM 3a 06XKasiBaHe.

I'Ios,u,mra Ceé 3arpm>XeHoCct “ no OTHOoWEHME Ha nNpeanm3BMKaTeNICTBaTa, CBbP3aHUN C
AOKYMEHTaUMATA 3a MNMCUXNYHOTO 3/4pPaBeE, TbM KaTo muata C TpaﬁHM YBpexXaaHuAa n/vmnm
NMCUXNYHM 3a6015BaHMSA Ca YacT OT PUCKOBUTE I'pynn, KOUMTO MMaAT MpaBo Ha A0CTbHbIMN 40 AbP>XaBHO
HaCTaHsABaHe. EG)KaHLI,l/ITe C MCUXUYHU 3a00/1BaHUS, KOUTO He pa3snosiarat c 61anrapCKa
AOKYMEHTaUuA, HE MOraT Aa 3arfo4HaT npouenypu 3a npoBepkKa Ha CbCTOAHNETO CM U MHOTO OT
TSX He 3HasAT, Ye 6e3 TakaBa AOKYMEHTauuA e 6'b,£l,aT MU3KTKOYEHU OT Abp>XKaBHATa Nporpama.

lMpenopbkn 3a 6GexaHum,
KOUTO »KenaaT jJa ce
npucbeauHAT KbM
KONleKTUBHaTa »Kano6a,

MoraT da ce u3npawaTt Ao
®doHpgauma 3a A0CTbn A0
npasa Ha agpec
https://refugeelight.bg/uk/r
equest-assistance .

Q®oHpauma 3a AOCTbN A0
npaga e cnoaesv obpasel,
3a MHAMBMAYaNHa »Kanba c
MeXX1lyBelOMCTBEHUTE
NapTHLOPMU.



https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/117153
https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/117153
https://www.farbg.eu/bg/latest/separated-families-of-displaced-persons-from-ukraine
https://refugeelight.bg/uk/request-assistance
https://refugeelight.bg/uk/request-assistance
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e belle noBAaurHaT BbAPOCHT 3a HEOHXOAMMOCTTa OT OMNpefesissHe Ha [AOMbJHUTE/IHM MecTa B
ronemMuTe rpagose, Kato Codus, 3a oL,eHKa M HacTaHsABaHE HAa HOBOMPUCTUIHA/IUTE B AbPXKaBHO
OUMHAHCMPaHWU >XUAULLA - OCBEH TpaH3MTeH LeHTbp ,EnxoBo” B toromstoyHaTa o6nact Am6Go..
bes TakmBa anTepHaTMBM 6exxaHUMTe MoraT fa ce cbabCKaT C AbAMM PasCTOSHWUS, KaTo B
MOMEHTa TPaHCMOPTHUTE Pa3xoam U pa3xoauTe 3a XxpaHa B EnxoBo He ce nokpumear.

Te3un BbNpOCH LLe Npoab/KaT Aa 6bAaT NOBAMIAHU U CNOAENSAHU C NPABUTENCTBOTO.

Bcsakaken  apyrm | C30, cbBMeCTHO ¢ MMHMCTEPCTBOTO Ha 34paBeona3BaHETO U perMoHaIHUTE 3ApaBHU MHcnekuuu (P3U),
BBMPOCU LbprkaBHaTa areHums 3a 6exkaHuuTe u bbarapckmns YepBeH KpbCT, NaHWpa Aa nNpoBeae CbBMECTHa
KaMNaHUs 32 CKPUHUHI Ha Ty6epKyso3a, KosTo Lie 3anovHe Ha 20 wonu B bnaroesrpaa, Lo6puy,
HoBuHM 1 Touku 3a | XapmaHaun, MNnoeams, Codus n BapHa. KamnaHusTa we obxBaHe pPerucTpauyoHHUTE U MPUEMHUTE
o6cbXKpaHe ueHTpose B Codunsa n XapmaHaun. 3a noseye nHpopmaums, Moas, cBbpxkeTe ce ¢ LiBeTennHa AHaHWeBa oT
C30 Ha agpec ananievat@who.int.

®oHpaums ,Jokoea u [LokoB" 3a chyKasieHue Lie 3aTBOpU cBos LleHTbp ,YcMumBkKn“ BbB BapHa. 3a aa
MOMOTHE 3a 3aMbJ/IBaHETO Ha MPa3HMHaTa OT 3aKPMBAHETO Ha LieHTbpa, Acoumauns EHepayku Liie 3anoyHe
[la NpejJ/iara NoJKpena Ha AeLa C yBpeXkaaHus B LeHTbp ,KoMnac” BbB BapHa, cuMTaHO OT TO3M Mecell.

MpeacToswm HauunoHanHusa KoopguHauuoHeH ¢opyMm 3a 6exkaHuuTe

cpeLm Jata: 7 oktomepu 2025 r. (npeacton aa 6bae NoTBbPAEHO)

Msacto: XubpmugHo - Oduc Ha BKBOOH (nnowan MosutaHo 2, Codpua / KoHbepeHTHa 3ana Ha
yeTBbPTUA eTaxk) / OHNanH Ype3 MS TEAMS nunHk (e 6bae cnofesieH, KoraTo AaTaTa Ha cpellaTta 6bae
noTBbpPAEHA)

Bpeme: 10.00-11.00u.



mailto:ananievat@who.int

